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Golden Gate Estates Area Civic Association Inc. 

Our December meeting is our annual Holi-

day celebration!!  Whether you are celebrating 

Hanukkah, Christmas, or just great fellowship, 

come join us for some delicious holiday good-

ies and good times!!  The Association will pro-

vide meat entrées of ham and rotisserie chicken 

as well as all beverages.  Plan to bring one of 

your favorite holiday side dishes, salads, or 

deserts.  Please remember that we are meeting 

in a public facility and that no alcoholic bever-

ages are permitted, sorry.  Ask a neighbor or 

friend to come along. Children are always wel-

 

Wednesday 

December 19th 

Golden Gate Estates 

Fire Station 

13th St. SW 

Annual Christmas Party 

6:30 pm  

Board of Directors  

meets  the first 

Monday of the month 

at Max Hasse Park 

7:00 pm  

General membership  

welcome to Attend 

December 2007 

Come to the Holiday Party!!  

Help a needy Child this Christmas Please 

bring an unwrapped toy  (no battery toys 

please) for a Girl or Boy to our annual 

GGEACA Christmas 

Christmas Tree Brightens an Estates 

E`lhkxƍr Gnkhc`x 

The annual Golden Gate "Walk of Trees" tree decora-

tion was held in the Golden Gate Community Center 

from December 8th.  Area civic associations and chari-

ties decorated Christmas trees in various holiday themes 

for a week-long holiday display and for donation to 

needy area families.  Fresh Douglas Fir trees made for a 

beautiful and fragrant display, and Association members 

had a great time decorating!  A dozen beautiful trees 

will be on display through Dec. 15th.  Come Enjoy! The 

Golden Gate Estates Area Civic Association, working 

together with Estates Elementary School, identified a 

family to receive the gift of our beautiful lighted tree 

together with a $200.00 Wal-Mart gift certificate.  
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    Presidents Message   

One thing that always 

impresses me about Col-

lier County is the spirit at 

holiday times.  Perhaps it 

is the commercial aspect 

that kicks it off each year 

but I really don't think it 

is this alone.  Living in an 

affluent community is no 

guarantee of a generous 

and compassionate soci-

ety.  But it is this Collier 

County I see and enjoy 

each season.  Although a 

wealthy community, ours 

also has a great many low 

income citizens, struggling 

new Americans, and those 

with serious issues and 

afflictions, and we must be 

there.  From the Friend-

ship House, the Guada-

lupe Center, and the Red-

lands Christian Migrant 

Association in Immokalee 

to the St. Matthews 

House, St Vincent DePaul, 

and the ever faithful Salva-

tion Army in Naples, out-

reach is alive and well in 

Collier.  Charities are 

abundant and generous.  It 

is said the true measure of 

a society is the way that it 

treats its weakest citizens.  

By that standard, although 

there is always more that 

needs to be done, I feel 

proud to be a Collier citi-

zen. 

  

In our community, 

Golden Gate Estates, the small 

town atmosphere and rural char-

acter is never more true than at 

holiday time.  Many people that 

in reality can afford very little 

are, for the most part, extremely 

kind and giving.  Even in a more 

difficult economic time generos-

ity and a spirit of community 

shows through. 

I am proud of my community, 

and eternally thankful that I 

have so many good friends and 

neighbors that share my enthusi-

asm for SW Florida.   Pride in 

community is contagious and I 

am continually invigorated by 

people I meet and talk to each 

day.  In reality we all want the 

same thing; a good place to live 

for ourselves and our children. 

As for our Golden Gate Estates 

Civic Association, it has been a 

busy and action-packed year.  

Many meetings have extended 

well into the night, and I have 

enjoyed the lively discussions, 

interesting speakers, and above 

all the fellowship between 

neighbors and friends.  I really 

appreciate all the work, volun-

teerism, and energy so many of 

the membership have so freely 

given in support of the Associa-

tion and community.  Thank 

you!  Your pride shows through 

too, and all our efforts are mak-

ing our community and 

neighborhoods better, now, and 

for the future!  A special thanks 

is due to the officers, board 

members, and special volunteers 

that have given so much of their 

time and energy this year in be-

half of GGEACA.  Vice Presi-

dent Peter Gaddy, Secretary 

Peggy Whitbeck, Treasurer 

Patricia Ballard, Past President 

Richard Smith, and Board mem-

bers Patrick Leon, Debbie 

Plummer, Teresa Fillmore, and 

George Gruszewski have done a 

terrific job leading the Associa-

tion forward. Likewise, Newslet-

ter Editors Steve Olivera and  

Webmaster Dave Hauenstein, 

and Membership Chairperson 

Gayle Nance have done fantastic 

work in producing the voice and 

face of GGEACA each month. 

All the tremendous volunteers 

and continuing support of the 

membership have made the job 

of President an easy and very 

gratifying one, and I offer each of 

you my most sincere thanks for 

a job well done.  Thanks to you 

we have an active and vibrant 

Association, doing good things, 

and building a better tomorrow! 

In the spirit of the season I wish 

each of you and your loved ones 

a happy holiday season and a 

healthy and happy new year. 

Tim 
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Wild African Animals in GGE 

lonial era deep in the heart of a mysterious jun-
gle. NGALA is also the perfect location for crea-
tive teambuilding activities, unusual product 
launches, spectacular weddings, and educational 
programs for children. Childrenôs programs are 
provided free of charge as a community service 
by Donovan and Tammy. 

NGALA will be holding a public information 
meeting shortly for the purpose of seeking a con-
ditional use to their agricultural zoning. All mem-
bers will be notified of the meeting. Additional 
information and pictures can be found at the 
NGALA Website:  

http://www.closeupcreatures.com/homeset.cfm  

Yes itôs true! NGALA, pronounced ñnagalaò 

means place of the lion, in Swahili, and is the 
name chosen by Donovan and Tammy Smith for 
their animal farm located just South of Golden 
Gate Estates in North Belle Meade. Representa-
tives of GGEACA were recently invited to tour the 
facility along with our commissioner, Jim Coletta 
and other public officials. A giraffe, zebras, mon-
keys, various cats, and a plethora of reptiles pro-
vided the backdrop for a rich and unique retreat 
from civilization.  

This 42 acre private reserve located in Naples, 
Florida offers private groups the exclusive oppor-
tunity to step out of the hotel ballroom and back 
in time to a period reminiscent of the British Co-

http://www.closeupcreatures.com/homeset.cfm
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New Commercial Center Planned for the Estates 

An initial Neighborhood Information Meeting was held on November 14th to introduce a new commer-

cial center being planned for the NW corner of Golden Gate Blvd. and Everglades Blvd. Named Faka-

hatchee Plaza, this center is on 5.46 acres and will offer approximately 25,000 square feet of general office 

space and retail facilities.  The development, designed by Davidson Engineering, is consistent with the 

Golden Gate Master Plan and conforms to the Neighborhood Center planned for this intersection.  The 

NE corner across the street has already been rezoned as the "Big Bear" Planned Unit Development and 

will feature similar uses. Both developers are seeking input from neighbors and interested citizens to keep 

building style, design, and architecture compatible with community standards.  Together with 

other Neighborhood Centers, these small scale plazas will offer a variety of services to Estates Area resi-

dents while maintaining the rural character of the community.  Other neighborhood centers are planned 

for the SW corner of Collier Boulevard (CR-951) and Pine Ridge Road, the intersection of Wilson Blvd. 

V irginia, your little friends are wrong.  They have been affected by the skepticism of a skeptical age.  

They do not believe except what they see.  They think that nothing can be which is not comprehensible 

by their little minds.  All minds, Virginia, whether they be men's or children's, are little.  In this great 

universe of ours man is a mere insect, an ant, in his intellect, as compared with the boundless world about 

him, as measured by the intelligence capable of grasping the whole of truth and knowledge. Yes, Virginia, 

there is a Santa Claus.  He exists as certainly as love and generosity and devotion exist, and you know that 

they abound and give to our life its highest beauty and joy.  Alas! How dreary would be the world if there 

were no Santa Claus.  It would be as dreary as if there were no Virginias.  There would be no child like 

faith then, no poetry, no romance, to make tolerable this existence.  We should have no enjoyment except 

in sense and sight.  The eternal light with which childhood fills the world would be extinguished. Not 

believe in Santa Claus!  You might as well not believe in fairies!  You might get your papa to hire men to 

watch in all the chimneys on Christmas Eve to catch Santa Claus, but even if they did not see Santa Claus 

coming down, what would that prove?  Nobody sees Santa Claus, but that is no sign there is no Santa 

Claus.  The most real things in the world are those that neither children nor men can see.  Did you ever 

see fairies dancing on the lawn?  Of course not, but that's no proof that they are not there.  Nobody can 

conceive or imagine all the wonders there are unseen and un-seeable in the world. You may tear apart a 

baby's rattle and see what makes the noise inside, but there is a veil covering the unseen world which not 

the strongest man, nor even the united strength of all the strongest men that ever lived, could tear apart.  

Only faith, fancy, poetry, love, romance, can push aside that curtain and view and picture the supernatu-

ral beauty and glory beyond.  Is it all real?  Ah, Virginia, in all this world there is nothing else real and 

abiding. No Santa Claus!  Thank God! He lives, and he lives forever.  A thousand years from now, Vir-

ginia, nay, ten times ten thousand years from now, he will continue to make glad the heart of childhood.                                 

Casual Essays of the Sun. 

 

This article, a 

Christmas classic, 

was written many 

years ago following 

a letter to the editor 

by a little girl.  In 

the spirit of the 

holidays, a moment 

 

Dear Editor, - I am eight years old.  Some of my little 

friends say there is no Santa Claus.  Papa says "If you 

see it in The Sun it's so."  Please tell me the truth;  

is there a Santa Claus? 

Virginia O'Hanlon. 115 West Ninety-fifth St. 

Yes, Virginia, there is a Santa Claus. 
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Bold Reforms Recommended to Stem 

Cq`l`shb Knrr ne Eknqhc`ƍr Qtq`k K`mcr 

  

Tallahassee, Florida Ɗ (October 23, 

2007) 1000 Friends of Florida today 

released a study identifying strategies 

sn rsdl sgd cq`l`shb knrr ne Eknqhc`ƍr

rural lands over the next 50 years. 

Vnqjhmf sn Rtrs`hm Eknqhc`ƍr Qtq`k `mc

Natural Lands: A Call to Action, is a 

follow -to sn sgd fqntoƍr bghkkhmf qd,

port, Florida 2060, which included the 

projection that the amount of urban-

ized land in the State of Florida will 

double by 2060, based on current 

development patterns. 

 

ƏKosing 7 million acres of rural 

lands to urban development is uncon-

rbhnm`akd+Ɛ r`xr 0/// Eqhdmcr ne Eknq,

ida Chairman Emeritus Nathaniel 

Reed. Unwilling to accept this propo-

sition, Reed met with some of the 

rs`sdƍr kd`chmf bnmrdqu`shnmhrsr+ cdudk,

opers, planners and agricultural leaders 

to help chart a different course for 

Eknqhc`ƍr etstqd- 

Reed used that input as he crafted the 

report, Vnqjhmf sn Rtrs`hm Eknqhc`ƍr

Rural and Natural Lands. It includes a 

series of recommendations on how to 

adssdq oqnsdbs Eknqhc`ƍr u`mhrghmf

natural lands, covering such topics as 

visioning and public policy, economic 

strategies, planning strategies and 

citizen involvement.  

Reed notes 1000 Friends intends to 

work with Agriculture Commissioner 

Charles Bronson, DCA Secretary Tom 

Pelham, DEP Secretary Mike Sole, 

DOT Secretary Stephanie Kopelousos 

and other state leaders to help imple-

ment the recommendations. The re-

port will also be presented to the Cen-

tury Commission for a Sustainable 

Florida and other statewide bodies to 

incorporate into their recommenda-

tions. 

Florida Agriculture Commissioner 

Charles Bronson stresses the need for 

`bshnm9 ƏSgd dmuhqnmldms`k `mc `fqh,

cultural communities are in agreement 

on this issue Ɗ the need for proactive 

and creative solutions to retain open 

green space in Florida. Without rural 

land, the environmental health and 

beauty of Florida will degrade, we will 

be unable to grow crops to feed our 

odnokd+ `mc sgd rs`sdƍr dbnmnlx vhkk

be deprived of one of its largest eco-

mnlhb dmfhmdr-Ɛ 

Recommendations include regional 

visioning to shape a statewide land-

rb`od uhrhnm- ƏHmrsd`c ne r`xhmf vg`s

vd cnmƍs v`ms+ vd rgntkc ad hcdmshex,

hmf vg`s vd cn v`ms+Ɛ r`xr Shl I`bj,

son, President of the planning firm, 

Glatting Jackson.  

Currently, development is often con-

rhcdqdc sgd Əghfgdrs `mc adrs trdƐ enq

rural lands, instead of agriculture. The 

report includes the recommendation 

to allow the conversion of rural lands 

to urban development only in return 

for public benefit, such as the perma-

nent protection of sensitive natural 

`mc `fqhbtkstq`k k`mcr- ƏSghr b`m ad `

u`kt`akd bnlokdldms sn sgd rs`sdƍr

k`mc `bpthrhshnm oqnfq`l+Ɛ mnsdr

Audubon of Florida Deputy Director 

Eric Draper. 

Increasing state funding for the acquisi-

tion of environmentally sensitive lands 

is essential too, according to Charles 

Pattison, President of 1000 Friends of 

Eknqhc`- ƏVd ltrs ehs sgd qhfgs `bpthrh,

shnm snnkr sn sgd qhfgs k`mcr+Ɛ dwok`hmr

Pattison. The report includes the rec-

ommendation to expand use of these 

funds to protect rural and agricultural 

lands and buffer properties. Less-than-

fee approaches might be appropriate 

for agricultural lands, allowing them 

to remain as working lands, on the tax 

rolls, and under private stewardship. 

The report also calls for the judicious 

placement of well-planned new towns, 

but only in appropriate locations 

derived from an ecosystem-based ap-

proach to planning. Reed explains that 

the citizens of Florida must be engaged 

in every stage of this process, from 

determining how much growth is 

appropriate and where, to helping to 

identify how to make infill and rede-

velopment compatible with existing 

patterns of development. 

The report places emphasis on the 

mddc sn rtoonqs `fqhbtkstqd- ƏSgd

agriculture of today may not meet the 

mddcr ne snlnqqnv+Ɛ mnsdr Odsdq

Spyke, President of Arapaho Citrus 

Management, Inc. Strategies should be 

directed toward finding new ways for 

local agriculture to provide irreplace-

able benefits to urban dwellers and 

m`stq`k rxrsdlr- Ə@r mdv qnkdr enq

`fqhbtkstqd dldqfd+Ɛ r`xr Roxjd+ Əvd

must ensure that the land will still be 

available as a component of urban 

ok`mmhmf-Ɛ Sgd qdonqs `krn b`kkr enq

incentives to rural landowners for 

ecosystem services such as water re-

charge and storage, sequestration of 

carbon, and buffering development. At 

the same time, state infrastructure 

investment should be directed toward 

urbanized areas, and annexation poli-

cies refined.  

Current planning tools, such as Trans-

fer of Development Rights, mitigation 

banking and Rural Land Stewardship 

Areas need to be evaluated and ren-

dered more effective, according to the 

qdonqs- Eknqhc`ƍr e`qldqr `mc q`mbgdqr

have a strong sense of land steward-

ship, according to Sonny Williamson, 

President of Williamson Cattle Com-

o`mx- Gd mnsdr+ ƏSgnrd vgn vnqj sgd

land must be involved in helping to 

rg`od rtbg rsq`sdfhdr-Ɛ 
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Toys for Tots Ɗ A 

Great Cause and a 

Great Tradition!  

Contributing to Marine Toys 

for Tots has been an Associa-

tion tradition for many years 

and our 2007 effort is off to a 

great start.  This year additional 

focus has been made to help 

children in the 7, 8, and 9 year 

old age group.  Obviously, 

toys for this age are more costly 

and more difficult to obtain.  

Led by a donation by our cor-

porate sponsor, Ironstone Bank, 

and generous special contribu-

tions from members Jim 

Flanagan, Sara Timmons, Pat-

rick Leon, Peggy Whitbeck, 

Gayle Nance and many other 

members, we have been able to 

make an outstanding donation 

to the Collier County Tots 

drive.  All members can be 

proud that to date GGEACA 

has donated seven 24" and 26" 

bicycles as well as a cash do-

nation of $500.00 to fund 

special needs gifts  for boys 

and girls in the Estates Area!! 

 We will be having 

our final collection for Toys 

for Tots the evening of our 

Holiday Party.  Please bring a 

new, unwrapped toy and 

brighten the Christmas of a 

needy child!  Anyone wishing 

to make a special donation 

can contact Peggy Whitbeck 

at 353-2367.  Citizens wishing 

to donate time working di-
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