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This month we are pleased to present a program on the Neighborhood Watch pro-

gram by Corporal Lee Van Gelder of the Collier County Sheriff's Office.  A 

long time resident of Collier County, Cpl. Van Gelder has served the Sheriff's 

Office for 25 years and is currently an expert in the Prevention Services Bureau / 

Crime Prevention Unit.  Lee also assists the Emergency Management Coordina-

tor for the Sheriff's Office. 

 

In addition to teaching general crime prevention topics such as the Neighborhood 

Watch program, he also performs commercial security surveys and vulnerability 

assessments of critical infrastructure for Homeland Security. 

 

The Golden Gate Estates Area has many unique security and crime issues and 

concerns.  The Neighborhood Watch program is a great way to make your home 

and neighborhood safer and more secure. 

Come join us for an interesting program and learn all about Neighborhood 

Watch!! 
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When will we get some rain? At this time of year, living in the rural estates is never more a con-

trast to living in the urban areas. Although there is some fresh green on our trees the undergrowth 

remains parched and crispy brown, unlike to the west of us where you see the lush greens of over 

watered and pampered lawns. But just wait, in a couple of months we will have our seasonal jungle, 

a feast for the eyes. The threat of brush fires is ever present and it pays to be vigilant. 

The Board of Directors does a fine job keeping the wheels turning of our organization and follow-

hmf sgqntfg vhsg oqnidbsr- Vd `qd fdsshmf rnld eddca`bj nm sgd ƏAhkk ne QhfgsrƐ `mc H knnj enqv`qc

to a lot more from the members. This could be very important to the future of The Estates and 

everyone who is part of it. 

 

Frontier Days was a great success and I would like to thank all of you who volunteered to 

man the booths and collect tickets etc. Special thanks to David Hauenstein and Jim Flanagan who 

provided glow sticks and lollipops respectively for the kids. They were a great success. Did Tim 

Nance pitch a tent or sleep in his truck overnight? He seemed to be there 24hrs a day for the three 

days! Thanks Tim. 

 

Svn mdv hsdlr enq ntq lddshmfr+ rtffdrsdc ax ldladqr+ `qd nee sn ` fnnc rs`qs- Sgdx `qd ƏSgd Dr,

s`sdr Atrhmdrr L`qjdsok`bdƐ `mc ƏNodm Lhjd ShldƐ `mc vhkk ad qdftk`q ed`stqdr ne ntq etstqd ldds,

hmfr- Enq sgnrd ne xnt vgn lhrrdc k`rs lnmsgr lddshmf sgd ƏAtrhmdrr L`qjdsok`bdƐ hr ` enqtl enq

any member who has a business in the Estates to do a three to five minute introduction to their 

business. Also at 6.30pm half an hour before the start of the meetings they are invited to meet and 

greet with the members and hand out any materials pertaining to their business. This month pre-

rdmsdqr `qd ognsnfq`ogdq R`q` Shllnmr s`kjhmf `ants ƏHl`fdr ax R`q`Ɛ `mc M`mbx vhsg gdq ad`tsh,

ful feathered friends at Parrotworks, Inc. 

 

Sgd rdbnmc hcd` `mc rs`qsdc k`rs lnmsg hr ƏNodm Lhjd ShldƐ sghr hr ` shld oqnuhcdc `s sgd lddshmf

for any member to voice their opinion or idea on anything related to living in the Estates. Share 

with us what is on your mind. Last month Deanna Bess talked about an idea she had for a commu-

nity garden. 

 

Ehm`kkx sn fhud xnt `m toeqnms mnshbd+ ntq L`x lddshmf vhkk ad ` ƏRoqhmf EkhmfƐ ons ktbj chmmdq-

Mn atrhmdrr Mn oqdrdms`shnmr Knsƍr ne etm `mc b`l`q`cdqhd- Hmsqnctbd `mc aqhmf ` mdhfganq nq

friend and show them what they are missing. 

 

Peggy 
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Come to Family Fun Night at the Estates Branch Library 

 

The Estates Branch Library and Librarian, Manager Marilyn MacKay is hosting a Family Fun Night on 

Thursday, April 16th from 4:30 to 7:00PM. 

 

A simple dinner will be available at a nominal cost from 4:30 to 6:30pm.  Activities for children will be 

available including 4H members with rabbits, chickens, goats, and more!!  Inside area community groups 

and agencies will have information tables for area residents. 

 

The Association will have a table at this event to meet and greet our Estates Area neighbors and tell them 

about GGEACA programs, activities, and service.  As a special surprise, members Steve and Nancy 

Nowosielski will be bringing several of their trained parrots including "Roger", the amazing cockatoo to 

entertain us all!  At the April Meeting a signup sheet will be circulated for volunteers to help with this 

event.  This will be a great opportunity to meet our area neighbors and have a great time.  Come help 

promote GGEACA and enjoy an entertaining evening! 

 

The Estates Branch Library is located at 1266 Golden Gate Boulevard West Ɗ at the corner of Golden 

Gate Blvd. and 13th St SW. 

Golden Gate Frontier Days Festival A Great Success 

 

This year's Golden Gate Frontier Days Festival was enjoyed by thousands of area residents and was an un-

qualified success!!  Crowds of children mobbed the carnival Midway and the Reithoffer thrill rides well 

into the night as well as enjoying the always popular cotton candy, candy apples and other food  

specialties. 

 

GGEACA participated in the Saturday Parade featuring member Richard Plummer driving a 1966 Cadil-

lac convertible decorated with Association banners.  BOD members Jim Flanagan, David Hauenstein, and 

Peter Gaddy tossed goodies to the kids along the route.  Thanks guys for representing us well. 

 

A hearty Thank You  to all Association members who volunteered their time and manned the Gate Two 

ticket booth and Community Center clean-up again this year.  Thanks again for your community Spirit 

and a job well done!!  Special thanks are also due to John and Teresa Fillmore of Yahl Mulching and Recy-

cling who have donated the dumpster for many years. 

 

The Festival has become a very popular event and good family entertainment for our community. 

As a sponsor together with many other charity organizations such as Rotary, Lions, and Kiwanis, all 

GGEACA members can be proud of our effort and participation.  If you missed this years event plan on 

joining us next year for a great time and a wonderful cause!!  As in past years the Association will use our 

share of the Festival profits to fund our High School Scholarships and charity donations. 

http://www.estates-civic.org
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Estates Business Marketplace for April  

 

At our April meeting we will hear from two more Estates Area business owners. 

Long time GGEACA member and supporter Sara Timmons is an awarded professional photographer and has 

taken many photos for GGEACA at numerous community events.  She will introduce us to her business: 

Images by Sara.  New members Steve and Nancy Nowosielski will introduce us to their interesting business: 

Parrotworks, Inc., featuring educational and entertaining programs featuring exotic parrots. 

 

GGEACA supports area business owners and appropriate home-based businesses in the Estates Area!  Come 

learn about your neighbors and the services they offer!!  We look forward to hearing from these and other 

Estates Area business owners.  To participate in the Estates Business Marketplace and to advertise in the 

Estates Area Voice, the GGEACA newsletter, contact President Peggy Whitbeck at 353-2367, any Association 

Board Member, or contact us at our website: www.estates-civic.org 

Sheriff Rambosk to Form new Taskforce 

Collier County Sheriff Kevin Rambosk has held numerous public workshops over the past several weeks 

to meet with residents and discuss issues of interest and concern.  A town hall meeting was held this past 

March 24th to address the Estates Area.  The eastern Estates Area is served by the Sheriff's District 4 Sub-

station located on CR 858 near the Corkscrew Middle School.  This meeting was well attended by resi-

dents who offered comments and suggestions concerning some of the different issues and challenges in 

the Estates Area including trespass, marijuana "grow houses", ATV abuse, vicious dogs, illegal dumping, 

and numerous others. 

 

Led by District 4 Substation officer, Lt. Scott Stamets, the Sheriff's Office is seeking to form an Estates 

Taskforce to address issues and problems in our area.  A Sheriff's Summit Meeting was held on March 

28th to introduce this concept to Districts across the County, brainstorm issues, and start the process.  

The Estates Area was represented by GGEACA members Guy and Kathy Raimondi and Tim and Gayle 

Nance. 

 

Estates Civic will keep all members and citizens informed on the progress and meeting schedule of the 

Sheriff's Taskforce as it gets under way.  All residents are encouraged to participate!!  Citizen involve-

ment in programs such as Neighborhood Watch and the Sheriff's Taskforce is the best way to insure a safe 

and prosperous community!!  Come bring your concerns and ideas!!  Meeting dates and times will be 

published as information becomes available. 

http://www.estates-civic.org
http://www.estates-civic.org
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NEWS RELEASE ï ñAPPLICANTS SOUGHT FOR COMMITTEEò 

 
Given the overwhelming voter approval of the School District of Collier Countyôs General 

Election Flexible Funding Referendum last November, the district is now seating an Inde-

pendent Community Referendum Oversight Committee (ICROC).  The committee will moni-

tor the expenditure of referendum dollars over the four-year referendum implementation pe-

riod (July 1, 2009 ï June 30, 2013) specifically as it relates to funding of the current non-

mandated educational opportunities for students.  The report of the Blue Ribbon Committee, 

dated September 22, 2008, called for establishment of the committee ñto be used as a vehi-

cle for the community for continual communication and input.ò   

The ICROC will be comprised of seven (7) community members serving as voting mem-

bers, plus two (2) non-voting community members serving as alternates.  Each of the nine 

(9) appointed members will serve for the lifetime of the committee (July 1, 2009 ï June 30, 

2013).  The panel will function as an advisory body to the School Board.  Committee mem-

bers must have established residency in Collier County.  They cannot hold an elected public 

office, be a district employee, have an existing business affiliation with the district, or have a 

personal interest in the district that may result in a conflict of interest.   

To access an online application form, visit the ñWhatôs New?ò section of the home page of 
the district Web site at www.collier.k12.fl.us.  Applications are also available in the districtôs 
Communication & Information Office.  The deadline to submit applications is 4 p.m. on Fri-
day, May 1, 2009.  To learn more call (239) 377-0180, or send an e-mail to 
info@collier.k12.fl.us.   

-30- 

http://www.estates-civic.org
http://www.collier.k12.fl.us/
mailto:info@collier.k12.fl.us
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Co-sponsored by the Sierra Club Calusa Group & The Happehatcheee Center  
 

SATURDAY APRIL 25, 2009 
Koreshan State Historic Site Estero, FL  

 
I- 75, Exit 123, 3800 Corkscrew Road  
Explore the beautiful Estero River!   

Enjoy Art, Food, Music, and Environmental Presentations!  

 

OPENING CEREMONY ð9:45 AM  
 A Honoring of Mother Earth  By Jackline Crow 

10:15 - Short Mediation by Alan Lowenschuss 

Environmental Presentations and FREE Kayak Rides start at 10:30  

Kidsô Activities start at 11:00 AM 

 

LIVE MUSIC ALL DAY ON THE GREEN 
James Willhite Band 10:30 ð11:30 AM  

Roy Schneider 11:45 AM - 12: 45 PM  

The Lids 1:00 - 2:00 PM  

Deep Roots 2:15 - 3:30 PM  

 

PLEASE BRING CHAIRS OR BLANKETS TO ENJOY THE MUSIC ON THE GREEN! 

FOOD AVAILABLE STARTING AT 11:00  

 
Lions Club of Estero & South Fort Myers- hot dogs, pork BBQ, chips, sodas 

For Goodness Sake- organic veggie and turkey wraps 
Ben & Jerryôs Ice Cream 

 
Local Artists Will be Displaying Their Work  

Many items will be RAFFLED off, including a poster donated by Clyde Butcher, 
 renowned Southwest Florida photographer! 

                                       Raffle Tickets Available At The Sierra Club Table  

http://www.estates-civic.org
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Introduction to the  Estates Bill of Rights. 

 

 

 

 

GGEACA Members, Residents of the Golden Gate Estates Area, Citizens; 

 

Attached is a draft copy ne ` mdv Əbnmbdos cnbtldmsƐ dmshskdc sgdEstates Bill of Rights (EBR). 

This document has been compiled by the Golden Gate Estates Area Civic Association for the purpose of facilitating 

discussion on the future and the community character of Golden Gate Estates and adjacent 

rural / residential neighborhoods in Collier County, Florida. 

 

As Collier County moves forward toward build-out, growth management plans are evolving and changing.  In 

order to keep pace with surrounding development, and looking forward to the update of the Golden Gate Master 

Plan, our community growth plan, residents of the Estates Area must begin to consider what we expect and want 

our community to be like in the years ahead.  It is hoped that this draft of the Estates Bill of Rights will form the 

basis of a comprehensive community review and discussion of many important issues for not only the Estates 

Area, but rural areas throughout the county. 

 

It is important to understand what this document is, and also, what it is not! 

 

The EBR is a compilation of ideas, concepts, and thoughts that have circulated in Golden Gate Estates and rural 

Collier communities for many years.  Many ideas are already formalized in Estates (E) code.  Many other issues 

have been introduced by county committees and at forums, public meetings, civic meetings, and by homeowner 

and community groups.  The EBR concept is by no means complete!  It is only the beginning of a community 

concept in progress that can be completed and adopted only by the community residents themselves!  At the core 

of the many discussions, and central to the EBR concept, however, is the need for a rural standard for commu-

nity development, as opposed to that currently applied in the urban coastal zone of Collier County. 

 

The draft Estates Bill of Rights is not a policy or proposal adopted by the GGEACA, 

its membership, or its Board of Directors.  It is being offered as a body of talking points and concepts for Associa-

tion members and all Estates Area residents to review and consider. 

 

In the coming months copies of the draft EBR will be available at GGEACA meetings, and on the Association 

website:  www.estates-civic.org     All interested citizens are encouraged to review the draft Estates Bill of Rights 

and contribute comments, constructive critique, and analysis.  Response may be made on printed draft copies, to 

any member of the GGEACA Board of Directors, at monthly GGEACA meetings, or directly to principle au-

thor and board member Jim Flanagan at jflan241@aol.com 

 

Get involved in the development of the Estates Bill of Rights concept and help develop a vision for the community 

character and future of the Golden Gate Estates Area!! 

 

 

GGEACA     March 18, 2009 

http://www.estates-civic.org
http://www.estates-civic.org/
mailto:jflan241@aol.com
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2009 President and Officers 2009 Board and Committee Members  

Peggy Whitbeck  President 

 

Peter Gaddy  Vice-President 

 

Tim Nance  Past President 

 

Rick Haylock  Secretary 

 

Kathleen Raimondi  Treasurer 

Jim  Flanagan Board Member 

 

Mike R. Ramsey  Board Member 

 

Marcie Hoffman  Board Member 

 

Gayle Nance  Scholarships 

 

David Hauenstein  Board Member 

�³�%�H�D�X�W�L�I�X�O�O�\���U�H�G�H�V�L�J�Q�H�G�����:�L�W�K��
music and beautiful pictures on 

�H�Y�H�U�\���S�D�J�H�´�� 

ñIôm blown away by the redesign of the Golden Gate 

Estates Area Civic Association Official Websiteò 

Beautiful pictures, wonderful music on all of the pages  

(The Teddy bear Picnic song playing on the page about "watch 

out for the bears" had me rolling over laughing!) 

 

You can find it at: Golden Gate Estates Area Civic Association 

or you can try: http://www.estates-civic.org 

 

As a resident of Golden Gate Estates myself, I am truly im-

pressed by the artistic design and effort put into this website. As 

webmaster of http://free.naplesplus.us - I am ENVIOUS of the 

beauty of the GGEACA site. I would love to be as creative as all 

of that.  

Added and reviewed by Kenneth Udut, founder and 

webmaster of Naples plus - http://free.naplesplus.us  
 

Collier County's Electronic  

Village and  information portal. 

Disclaimer; Due to the comprehensive nature of any association newsletter, it is impossible to endorse its content simply because issues could arise that have not been voted on for the 

welfare of the general membership. With this in mind, the Golden Gate Estates Area Civic Association does not necessarily endorse the content of this publication. 
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