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Celebrate the Joy of Christmas 

With Family and Friends 
The Golden Gate Estates Area Civic Associationõs  

2010 Annual Christmas Party 

Our December 15th meeting is our annual Community Holiday celebration / 

Covered Dish dinner and is not to be missed!!  Whether you are celebrating 
Hanukkah, Christmas, or just great fellowship, come join your neighbors and 
friends for some delicious holiday goodies and good times!!  The Association 
will provide meat entrées of ham and chicken as well as all beverages.  The food 
at this celebration has traditionally been outstanding and members are to 
warned that this is definitely not a diet affair!!  Bring your hearty appetites for a 
wonderful feast.  Please plan to bring one of your favorite holiday side dishes, 
salads, or deserts to share.  As always the firefighters and staff of Golden Gate 
Fire and Rescue District Fire Station # 71 will be invited to join us for dinner as 
our way of thanking them for their service to us all.  Remember that because we 
are meeting in a public facility and that no alcoholic beverages are permitted, 
sorry. 
 
Santa's Elves have been putting together an assortment of goodies for a fun 
party gift drawing for all to enjoy. There will also be a couple of special items 
for a special gift raffle, with the proceeds dedicated to our "adopt a family" 
community outreach effort. 
 
We will also have a box for the collection of toys for  Marine "Toys for Totsó.  If 
you would like to bring a toy for a needy child it should be new and unwrapped. 
This is a Community Party for members old and new, so feel free to bring fam-
ily, neighbors, and friends!!   Children are always welcome to come celebrate 
too!! 
 
Hope to see you all for a great party. 
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Peter Gaddy President  
Golden Gate Estates Area Civic Association 

This Christmas, the economy is not doing as well as we might have hoped. However, 
do not despair, I have found a list of  Christmas gifts, which we can all give to each 

other this year, which each cost less than a penny. 
 
 

Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year to all! 
 

Gifts that Don't Cost a Cent ! 
(Author Unknown) 

 

 

THE GIFT OF LISTENING  But you must REALLY listen.  No  
interrupting, no daydreaming, no planning your response.  Just  listening. 
 

THE GIFT OF AFFECTION  Be generous with appropriate hugs, kisses, 
pats on the back and handholds.  Let these small actions demonstrate the 
love you have for family and friends. 

 

THE GIFT OF LAUGHTER  Clip cartoons.  Share articles and funny  
     stories. Your gift will say, "I love to laugh with you". 

 

THE GIFT OF A WRITTEN NOTE  It can be a simple "Thanks for the 
help" note or a full sonnet.  A brief, handwritten note may be remembered 
for a lifetime, and may even change a life. 

 

THE GIFT OF A COMPLIMENT  A simple and sincere, "You look great 
in red", "You did a super job" or "That was a wonderful meal" can make 
someone's day. 

 

THE GIFT OF A FAVOR  Every day, go out of  your way to do something 
kind. 

 

THE GIFT OF SOLITUDE  There are times when we want nothing better 
than to be left alone.  Be sensitive to those times and give the gift of   

     solitude to others. 
THE GIFT OF A CHEERFUL DISPOSITION  The easiest way to feel 

good is to extend a kind word to someone, really it's not that hard to say, 
Hello or Thank You. 

http://www.estates-civic.org
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Nature and Wildlife in the Estates 

For many residents, one of the most exciting things about living in the Estates Area is the opportunity to enjoy the 

woodlands setting and observe the many wonders of nature up close and personal.  For citizens who have always 
lived in urban areas, this can be quite a challenge as well.  For a novice, plant life in the forest is easiest to address.  
Learning about native plants, how to care for a natural setting, and basic landscaping needs often leads to enjoyable 
hobbies such as fruit growing and winter vegetable gardening. Lots of fun and the side benefits of some nice eats 
too! 
Our local animal life is a lot more complex.  Many of our local animals do quite well in the urban / rural interface we 
call Golden Gate Estates.  Deer, turkeys, alligators, raccoons, foxes, and a variety of other small mammals, reptiles, 
and birds are plentiful across the area.  Other larger predators such as bobcats, black bears, coyotes, and the Florida 
panther are more challenging when the inevitable man / beast encounters occur. 
A recent widely publicized encounter with a large black bear in the Estates resulted in a tragic loss of one of these 
amazing creatures.  This result is too often the case. 
As the Estates builds out in the years ahead, many more encounters will inevitably occur.  The bottom line is that 
education is the key to residents and wildlife living successfully together.  Humans are the ones that have moved into 
the woodlands habitat.  Often, animals lose some of their fear of man as they adapt to homes and human activity.  
This, in turn, leads to more close encounters.  Living in this environment allows us to enjoy these wondrous crea-
tures, but this opportunity also means that we have more responsibility! 
All of us need to become educated about the basics regarding living in close proximity to large animals.  This also 
extends to neighbors that may be new to the area, as well as children, visitors, and guests. 
 
I encourage all residents of the Estates Area to learn more about our native flora and fauna and help themselves and 
others live responsibly with nature.  It is one of the greatest opportunities and pleasures of rural living.  Our great 
GGEACA website offers numerous links on nature and animals. 
Please visit us at www.estates-civic.org 

Clearing for Wildfire Mitigation in the Estates 

Wildfire season is rapidly approaching.  A particularly dry early winter season suggests that serious wildfire risk may 

arrive earlier and last longer than it has in several years.  Now is the time to prepare for wildfire.  All residents are 
encouraged to clean up debris and excess plant materials and ensure they have 30 feet of defensible space around 
their homes and outbuildings.  Be sure that Fire and Rescue professionals have easy access to the area around your 
home.  Prepare your family with an emergency evacuation plan. 
Good news was delivered at our last meeting by Victor Hill from the Florida Department of Forestry regarding 
funding for clearing in the Estates.  Additional funds have been made available for the clearing of additional fire 
break corridors in the Estates Area.  The purpose of these fire breaks is to reduce the amount of low brush and de-
bris in selected areas in order to break the momentum of large wildfires near populated areas.  This is done primarily 
by grinding and mulching especially dangerous stands of saw palmetto, wax myrtle, and other especially flammable 
species on uninhabited lots.  Large trees are not destroyed. 
The Florida Department of Forestry has a well researched an structured plan and identified the best 
locations for the clearing effort.  This year, with the additional funds available, the clearing of corridors will extend 
farther west in Golden Gate Estates than they have in many years. 
All residents should let their neighbors know about this fire mitigation clearing project and help others understand 
the need and value of this important program.  Please spread the word.  Information and handouts regarding wildfire 
preparation and safety are available at all Estates-Civic meetings and on our GGEACA website.  Residents seeking 
additional information can contact the Caloosahatchee Forestry Center at 
(239) 690-3500 or their website at  http://www.fl -dof.com 
Our sincere thanks to the Florida Department of Forestry and especially Victor Hill for his work on our Community 
Wildfire Protection Plan, and all other efforts to help reduce the risk of catastrophic wildfires in our community. 

http://www.estates-civic.org
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The Christmas Yule Log 
 

 

The history of the Christmas Yule Log originates in the ritual known as Yuletide, a pagan festival of 

fire. This festival uses the burning of a log on the eve of the Winter Solstice to usher in the power of 
the sun. The day traditionally falls on December 20 and is the shortest day and longest night of the 
year. Thereafter nights will grow shorter and the sun will grow stronger in the longer days. However 
the name Yule derives from the Norse words "Yul" or "Jul".  
 
The earliest known burning of a Yule-style log was in ancient Egypt in about 5000 BC to honor Ho-
rus, their sun god. The Sumerians had a similar ritual.  
 
To the Celtic Druids this was a solar festival with the log being burnt after dinner. Oak logs symbol-
ized life. Pine logs represented death. It was also the end to a dangerous time between Samhain 
(Halloween), or summer's end, and Yule. After the Viking invasion of Britain in 1100 AD, local Celts 
adopted Thor, the Viking god of thunder. He was now at the center of Yule Log celebrations. 
Strangely, Christian Teutonic Knights also adopted this by the early 4th century.  
 
The Druids also called this time Midwinter or Fionn's Day. They decorated their logs with holly and 
pinecones. Then, after the burning, the ashes were given as medicine to cure plant rust, swollen glands 
and animal complaints.  
 
Celtic Britain and Gaelic Europe used a large tree or log to fit into their hearths. They anointed it with 
salt, holly, wine and evergreens. Then it was lit and young girls or a mother kept the remnants to light 
the next year's log. Some put it to one side of the hearth, burning it for days, even the whole year. The 
ashes were highly prized - apparent protection against evil and lightning. Birch, oak, willow and holly 
woods were most often used.  
 
In 68 BC the Romans adopted Mithras, Persia's sun god, into their Saturnalia Festival. For the whole 
of the first of 10 nights they burnt a Yule-style log to usher in Mithras' strength. Even after the Ro-
man invasion of Britain in 54 BC the influences of Mithrasism remained. In 1954 a Mithras temple 
was uncovered in the City of London.  
 
The Saxons and Visigoths also celebrated the Winter Solstice Festival with fortune telling by the fire. 
Charred log remnants were kept because of their so-called magic powers. The log itself symbolized 
good against evil.  
 
In about the 4th century AD the early Christians, who celebrated Christmas, then called the Feast of 
Lights, burnt a log to symbolize the end of the world's darkness and the rebirth of Christ as the light 
of the world. The adoption of the Yule log most likely came from the Romans 

http://www.estates-civic.org
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A Sunny Christmas 
 
 
 

Every year at Christmas time 
thereõs not a sign of snow. 

 
Instead we spend our yuletide days 

in the sun's warm cheery glow. 
 

We have the best of  Christmas things,  
the lights, the gifts, the bells,  

 
And "snowbirds" who arrive en masse 

to fill our beach hotels. 
 

The glorious weather fits right in 
with our happy Christmas mood,  

 
and we can also walk and run 

without having to be snow-shoed. 
 

So don't feel bad for your Estates friends 
who have no snow or ice. 

 
We think our sunny Christmas here 

is a holiday paradise! 

 

By Joanna Fuchs 

http://www.estates-civic.org
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Holiday Charities for 2010 ð A Great Tradition  
and a Great Success  

Holiday charities are always a worthy cause and a great way to have a positive impact on our community!  Of 

course we are having our traditional toy collection for Marine "Toys for Tots"  that is traditionally made the evening 
of our annual Christmas party.  As always, "Toys for Tots" is a major charity for both the Christmas season, and for 
the benefit of area needy children at other holiday times throughout the year.  A great charity with a rich local tradi-
tion of service! 
 
 
This season, GGEACA is once again proud to be participating in a very special collaborative effort to reach needy 
children and families in the Estates Area and eastern Collier.  For the last several years, Estates Civic has worked 
together with the Collier District Schools on a holiday community outreach effort to help needy families.  This effort 
has gained momentum, and become more successful each year!  Our efforts are especially important considering the 
extended difficult economic times. 
 
School District Elementary School Teachers and Staff are an excellent way to identify needy children and families.  
GGEACA has joined together with Estates Elementary, Sabal Palm Elementary, Pinecrest Elementary, and High-
lands Elementary for outreach.  We are joined by the Staff, students, and service clubs at Gulf Coast High School 
and Palmetto Ridge High School who work to raise funds, collect donations, and put together and deliver toys, 
clothes, and food for the recipient families.  Major donor / contributors are the Collier County Sheriff's Office and 
the shoe charity "Laces of Love". 
 
This year, GGEACA had an especially successful effort.  Members voted to donate $500.00 to purchase canned 
hams for distribution.  This funding was supplemented by an especially generous donation by Duke and Janet Vasey.  
Numerous other Estates Civic members have made additional contributions and volunteered hours of time in the 
outreach effort.  The officers of the Estates District #4 Substation of the Collier County Sheriff's Office, led by Lt. 
Tim Pratt,  made a generous donation again this year.  Our heartfelt thanks to our public servants who help our 
community in so many ways. 
 

This year to date, GGEACA has been able to donate over 400 canned hams 
and help reach 144 needy area families!! 

  
Our sincere thanks to all of our members, special donors, and volunteers for your generosity and dedication to this 
great community effort.  Thanks, again!!  All GGEACA members should be proud of our history in working to-
gether with these schools, agencies, and outstanding charitable organizations, and through them, helping our com-
munity members at a time of great need!! 
  

  

http://www.estates-civic.org
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Your Association Officers and Board  
of  Directors for 2011  

The annual election of Association Officers and Board of Directors was held at the November 17th meeting.   Thanks to 

all members who attended, voted, and assisted with the election process.  A special thanks to this year's Nomination and  

Election Chairperson Geoff Wane, and all committee volunteers for their hard work and dedication to assuring a  

professional process. 

 

Your 2011 Estates Civic Officers are:  President: Peter Gaddy; Vice President: Mike Ramsey; Secretary: Tim Nance; 

Treasurer: Marcie Hofmann.   Our Webmaster and Newsletter Editor is Keith Watchey.  Peggy Whitbeck will serve  

as our Past President.  Elected Directors for 2011 are: Jim Flanagan, Tim Wallen, Bryan Matson, and  Pat Ballard. 

All members give a special thanks to our core of dedicated volunteers who work throughout the year to serve our   

Association and the Golden Gate Estates Area community.  Officers, Board Members, Committee Chairpersons,  

and event Volunteers  .......  Thanks for your dedication and service to make our community a great place to live. 

Student leaders from the Palmetto Ridge High School Student Government Association receive canned 

hams for their annual holiday òAdopt a Familyó outreach for Golden Gate Estates.  Presenting are Duke 
Vasey and Tim Nance from GGEACA and Lt. Tim Pratt and Cpl. Eric Grundeman from the Estates District 
#4  Substation of the Collier County Sheriffõs Office. 

http://www.estates-civic.org
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December 14th - Tuesday   -  Board of County Commissioners Meeting 

 

Time:  9:00 AM  to completion            

  Location:  BCC Chambers, 3rd Floor, Administration Building 

    Collier County government Center 

    3301 Tamiami Tr. E.  Naples, FL  34112 

 

December  15th - Wednesday   -   December  GGEACA  Meeting 

   
  Annual Holiday Party - Covered Dish Dinner!! 

  Holiday Toy Drive - Marine "Toys for Tots" 

Time: 7:00 to 9:00 PM              

  Location:  Fire Station # 71 Meeting Room - Corner of GGate Blvd. and 13th St. SW 

 

 

December 22nd - Wednesday   -  Golden Gate Estates Task Force Meeting  

  

             All Citizens Welcome! 

Time:  8:15AM  to 9:30AM            

  Location:  Big Corkscrew Island Fire and Rescue Dist. meeting room 

    Immokalee Rd. and Randall Blvd. 

 

December 25th - Saturday   -  Merry Christmas!!  

 

 

January 5th - Wednesday   -  GGEACA Board of Directors Meeting ï All members Welcome! 

 

Time: 7:00 to 9:00 PM              

  Location:  Fire Station # 71 Meeting Room - Corner of GGate Blvd. and 13th St. SW\ 

 

 

January 19th - Wednesday   -   Monthly  GGEACA Meeting 

   

 Speaker:  Nicole Ryan / Conservancy of Southwest Florida 

Pastor Steve Wigdahl - Emmanuel Lutheran Church - new proposed Community Center 

Time: 7:00 to 9:00 PM              

  Location:  Fire Station # 71 Meeting Room - Corner of GGate Blvd. and 13th St. SW 

 

http://www.estates-civic.org
http://www.estates-civic.org/
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Peggy Whitbeck Past President 
 

Gayle Nance  Scholarships 
 

Jim Flanagan Board Member 
 

Bryan Matson Board Member 
 

Tim Wallen Board Member 

Board and Committee Members  2011 President and Officers 

Bulletin Board 

Peter Gaddy President 
 
Mike R. Ramsey Vice President 
 
Tim Nance Secretary 
 
Marcie Hofmann Treasurer 
 
Patricia Ballard Board Member 

 
  

Twas the night before Christmas and all 

through the house... 

Bob! You fool....... 

Don't plug that thing in!  

Disclaimer; Due to the comprehensive nature of any association newsletter, it is impossible to endorse its content simply because issues could arise that have not been 
voted on for the welfare of the general membership. With this in mind, the Golden Gate Estates Area Civic Association does not necessarily endorse the content of this 

publication. 
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