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For good food, and great peop,leattend the
Annual EstatesCivic Holiday Party

O ur December 21st meeting is our annual Community Holiday celebration

covered Dish dinner.and is'not to be missed!! Whether you are celebrating
Hanukkah, Christmas, or just great fellowship, come join your neighbors and
friends for some delicious holiday goodies and good times!! The Association
will provide meat entrées of ham and chicken as well as all beverages. The foag
at this celebration has traditionally been outstanding and members are warned
that this is definitelynot a diet affair!! Bring your hearty appetites for a
wonderful feast.

Please plan to bring one of your favorite covered holiday side dishes, salads, G
deserts to share. As always the firefighters and staff of Golden Gate Fire and
Rescue District Fire Station # 71 will be invited to join us for dinner as our way
of thanking them for their service to us all. Remember that because we are
meeting in a public facility no alcoholic beverages are permitted, sorry.

Santa's Elves have been putting together an assortment of goodies for a fun pgrty
gift drawing for all to enjoy. There will also be a couple of special items for a
special gift raffle, with the proceeds dedicated to ddopt A Family"

community outreach effort.

We will also have a box for the collection of toys for

Marine "Toys for To& If you would like to bring a toy for a
needy child it should be new and unwrapped. This is a
Community Party for members old and new, so feel free to
bring family, neighbors, and friends. Children are always
welcome to come and celebrate too. Hope to see you all for @
great party.
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One thing that is always impressive about Collier County is the spirit at holiday times. Perhaps it is the
commercial aspect that kicks it off each year but it is really not this alone. Living in an affluent community
IS no guarantee of a generous and compassionate society. Biihis iSollier County that we see and
experience each season. Although a wealthy community, ours also has a great many low income citizens,
struggling new Americans, and those with serious issues and afflictions, and our community is there. From
the Friendship House, the Guadalupe Center, and the Redlands Christian Migrant Association in Immokale
to the St. Matthews House, St Vincent DePaul, and the ever faithful Salvation Army in Naples, outreach is
alive and well in Collier. Charities are abundant and generous. It is said that the true measure of a society
the way that it treats its weakest citizens and animals. By that standard, although there is always more that]
needs to be done, we can all feel proud to be Collier citizens.

In our community, Golden GateEstatesthe small town atmosphere and rural character is never more
evident than at holiday time. Many people that in reality can afford very little are, for the most part,
extremely kind and giving. Even in difficult economic times generosity and a vibrant spirit of community
shows through.

We can be proud of our community, and eternally thankful that we have so many good friends and
neighbors that share enthusiasm for SW Florida. Pride in community is contagious and everyone is
invigorated by people in the holiday spirit we meet and talk to each day. In reality all people want the

same thing; a good place to live for themselves and their children.

As for our Golden GateEstatesCivic Association, it has been a busy and actipacked year. Many meetings
have extended well into the night, and we have enjoyed the lively discussions, interesting speakers, and al
all the fellowship between neighbors and friends. It is really remarkable to reflect back on all the work,
volunteerism, and energy so many of the membership have so freely given in support of the Assaciation
and community. A heartfelt thanks is due to each of them! Their pride shows through, and all these efforts
are making our community and neighborhoods better, now, and for the future!

A special thanks is due to the officers, board members, and special volunteers that have given so much of
their time and energy this past year on behalfGGEACA . President Peter Gaddy, Vice President Mike
Ramsey, Secretary Tim Nance, Treasurer Marcie Hofmann, Past President Peggy Whitbeck, and Board
members Jim Flanagan, Tim Wallen, Bryan Matson, and Pat Ballard, have all done a terrific job leading the
Association forward. Likewise, Newsletter Editor and Webmaster Keith Watchey and Membership
Chairperson Gayle Nance, have done fantastic work in producing the voice and faGG#EACA each

month. All the tremendous volunteers and continuing support of the membership have made this another
successful year fdBGEACA . Thanks to you we have an active and vibrant Association, doing good things,
and building a better tomorrow! In the spirit of the seasdbaGEACA wishes each of you and your loved

ones a happy holiday season and a healthy and happy new year.
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GGEACA Holiday Charity - 2011

The Holiday season this year, once again finds our community in great need. With the continued stress of a

severe down local economy, our Civic Association has dedicated extra consideration to this season's holiday
charity and how we can best make a difference to our local community.

Our primary outlet for charity this year is the cooperativeAdopt A Family" effort with the Collier County
School District. Estate<Civic has joined, together with the Collier County Sherriff's District #&Estates
Substation, and the Golden Gate Fire and Rescue District. This is the third season for this outstanding
charity effort and it has gotten larger and more successful each year. Itis designed to provide the greatest
possible benefit to families and children in our owacal EstatesArea community.

"Adopted" families were identified through ouEstatesArea elementary schools. Charity distribution and
delivery.is coordinated through student volunteers and leadership at Palmetto Ridge High School Student
Government. Food, toys, and much needed clothing and supplies are thus distributed directly to the most
needyEstatesarea families and children.” Again this year, our School District program spoensor and
coordinator is outstanding civic activist an@olden Apple Teach&ward WinnerBrent Brickzin at

Palmetto Ridge High School.

And now for the great news!IFifty families are currently identified and being helped this holiday season!
For our part, EstatesCivic, together with Estategesidents Randy and Laurie Johns and their friends and
family, are collecting donations of needed funding to purchase a $50 Gift Card from Sweet Bay Grocers for
each family in this year's charity program. At this writing we are very close to meeting our $2,500.00 goal

for this purchase, but we do need additional donations to push us over the top. We will continue to accept
donations throughout the balance of the Holiday season as a few extra dollars are always needed for last

minute details and special needs of the children in the families.

If you would.like to make a monetary contribution to benefit th&statesArea
"Adopt a Family" program, please bring offerings to the GEACA December 21st
Holiday Party.

Thanks to all members and citizens for your continued support in these
difficult times...
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Collier County Schools Report

BUDGET: The Superintendent agreed to stay with the monthly vehicle costs agreed to in June during the
November 1% school board meeting. | am still waiting for a response about the inventory recommendation
eqgnl k rs I nmsger qgqdonqgs- H "I bt gqgdmskx qgdrd gpbghr
This is a complicated term for dollars per student. In tR811/12 budget as in past budgets, FTE allocations
for each school are different which makes no sense to me. For example, why do we spend $793 per student at

HlI Il nj kdd Ghfg Rbgnnk "~ mc #0/85 odg rstcdms ~ s M o0k
shnm: HoeQkk kds xnt jmnv vgdm H g ud sgd "~ mrvdgqg-

TOWNHALLMEETINGS: H v ' r " akd sn “"ssdmc sgd Rtodghmsdmcdn
HS on November 2. The GGHS Jazz band and JROTC flag presentation was outstanding. After a young by
led us in the Pledge of Allegiance, Dr. Patton presented some of her initiatives for the District. Dr. Patton

appears to be making every effort to improve learning throughout the schools in our District. A strong com-
municator, our new Superintendent answered the audience questions clearly and quickly. | had submitted &
guestion online several weeks in advance and my question was answered. It is my understanding these Tqwn
Hall meetings will be offered again in the spring; please make time to attend.

SCHOOL BOARD CHANGES: At a November 22 school board organizational meeting, Roy Terry was
elected Chairman and Barbara Berry, Vice Chairman. If you have been attending or watching the meetings
nm b akd bg mmdk 88 ng nmkhmd+ xntgQqkk rdd sgd | ddst
form for a few minutes at the beginning of each meeting. You can watch the most recently televised version
online here In this latest episode from the November L5neeting, elementary students perform a beautiful
rendition of America the Beautiful and America for Me; high school Choir sings our National Anthem.
Please take a few minutes to watch these students perform; they really are amazing!

DISTRICT HEALTH CARE PLAN UPDATE: The November 1% meeting video online contains the
rs ee oqdrdms shnm qdf qgqchmf sgd Chrsghbsor Gd ksg
khnm- Lngd ne sgd chrsghbsor rs ee". mc e btksx gd
mns dwodbs sn rdd gqgdrtksr eqnl sgd ogdudms shud| b’ c
from 20132017.

You can see the latest Official District Newsletter below. As always, | thank all of you who have been in-
volved and | encourage all who are interested to join me in learning more about our County Schools, provig
ing feedback and input to the Board and Staff, and sharing what we know with our liberty loving citizens.
Feel free to contact me anytime viangail atdeanabess@gmail.coor phone, 2346402.

Deana Bess
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The GGEACA takes a firearms Safety and
Concealed Weapons course given by CCSO

On December 6th, 7th and the 10th the Collier County Sheriffs Dept, gave some members of the

GGEACA an early Christmas giftCCSO Lt. Tim Pratt helped put together a Gun Safety and Concealed
Weapons Permit class for members of tB&EACA.

This is something Sheriff Rambosk strongly believes in, and offers to all
Collier County Residents Free of charge!

We all met at the cCSO Training Center in Downtown Naples. Here we were given instruction on safe
handling of firearms by a qualified CCSO officer. Watched videos showing what NOT to do; and what was
considered safe. The second night we were instructed on the legalities of having a Concealed weapons
permit. The class was conducted 8gt. Marcus Carter & Capt. Mike Hedberg.

W e then took a written test at the end of the class, and on Saturday we went to the CCSO gun range solith

of Immokalee and had the privilege of firing our weapons. We were the only ones there and again we thark
sgd BBRN enq kdsshmf tr rgnns vgdm sgdgd Vv r mQs| -

Vdogc khjd sn sg mj?9

Cpl. Scott Butler, Cpl. Jose Carrillo, Sgt. Marcus Carter, Cpl. Jim Dillman, Sgt. Todd Gogia,
Sgt. Scott Green, Capt. Mike Hedberg, Cpl. Rob Leocadio, Sgt. Nick LoCasto, Cpl. Randy LoRosa,
Sgt. Eric Miller, Sgt. Ron Miller -Aux. Sgt. Mike Raines, Sgt. Kevin Richards, Sgt. Adam Schank.

GGEACA members who attended wer&lenda Beardsley, Stan Chrzanowski, Jim Flanagan,
Kyle Fritch, Joanne Gamache, David Hauenstein, Herbert Henderson, Brooke Hollander,
Russell Hollander, Gerri Holgerson, David Martinsen, Bryan Matson, Beth Metzger, Robert Metzger,
Mike Ramsey, Dennis Vasey, Jessie Wallen, Tim Wallen and Keith Watchey.

From the ones who participated in the class as well as the GGEACA, we want to thank Sheriff Rambosk, all
CCSO-officers listed above, Mary Lou Belote and CCSO Lt. Tim Pratt, For enabling us to attend a great
CCSO program!

To find out if you or your organization would like to take advantage of the safety class, contact them hefR
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Golden Gate Fire and Rescue District Letter

To Our Friends at the Golden Gatd=statesArea Civic Association;

Tg‘ mj xnt udgx | tbg enqg sgd noongstmhsx sn oqgdr|dms
membership at the November meeting. | appreciate the sincerity expressed by many members who
guestioned the need for this. The fact is that in the coming year, the District projects a funding shortfall that
we cannot overcome under the current, new cap. It will force us to shutter at least-amal probably

two - fire stations, and to close down two fire response units. These changes will severely impact response
times, which will adversely affect the outcome of both fire and medical emergencies.

The millage cap increase which was passed in 2009 effectively addressed these concerns for one year only;
after that, relentlessly declining property values completely eroded the impact of the new cap. Nobody
predicted just how severe this recession would be, or the concomitant decline in property value. We now
find ourselves in the same position we were in prior to the 2009 referendum, but as a leaner and more
efficient organization. The fact remains, however, that we cannot maintain existing services under the
current millage cap.

The recent Slope fire is one clear example of why this remains a serious concern to the Fire District. Large
campaigns such as these require the immediate availability of many skilled hands. In that instance, over 2§00
acres were involved with more than 1700 structures threatened. No structures were lost, but many were in
doubt for some time. We would not have wanted to try and fight that fire with fewer people and equipment.

In order to stabilize the necessary funding and avoid a reduction in service, a temporary increase in the
Il "whltl "~ kknv akd I hkk fd g sd hr mddedec- Sgd Chr sc
January 31, 2012 primary ballot. It requests approval to increase the maximum millage rate from 1.5 mills
up to 2.75 mills, for five fiscal years only. This is not a tax dollar increase and it is not a new tax. Its purpos
is to allow the elected Board of Fire Commissioners to set an annual millage rate that will allow a steady,
predictable funding source to maintain existing levels of service.

1%

These are difficult times for all of you; the Fire District is sensitive to that. We do not take these actions
lightly. We have an obligation to make you aware of these facts so that you may decide whether to maintai
existing service levels. Should you have any questions about this information, please contact my office.

—

Most respectfully,

Robert D. Metzger - Fire Chief - GGFRD



http://www.estates-civic.org
http://www.estates-civic.org/

The Estates Area Voice http://www.estatesivic.org Page8

Poemsabout Christmas

|t may be difficult these days to separate the Christmas season from thectuesgked, whitebearded man
with a taste for cookies and milk, but it was actually a poem that offered us the jolly, plump version of Santg
Claus known today. On December 23, 1823, a poem calléd/isit from Saint Nicholas" was published
anonymously in theSentinelthe local newspaper of Troy, New York. This piece offered a different take on
Santa Claus, a figure who was, until that time, traditionally depicted as a thinner;jédlgs horseriding
disciplinarian, a combination of mythologies about the British Father Christmas, the Dugihterklaas

and the fourthcentury bishop Saint Nicholas of Myra. But the poem in the newspaper painted a different
picture: it gave Santa eight reindeer, and even named them; it described a Santa who could magically sneg
in and out of homes via chimneys; and it created the venerated, cheerful, chubby icon that is ever present
holiday cards, movies, television shows, and malls everywhere:

"He had a broad face and a little round
belly That shook, when he laughed, like
a bowl full of jelly.

He was chubby and plump, a right jolly
old elf, And | laughed when | saw him, in
spite of myself;

A wink of his eye and a twist of his head,
Soon gave me to know | had nothing to
dread"

The poem, of course, is now known as "Twas the Night Before Christmas," after its famous first line.
Thirteen years after it was published, Clement Clark Moore took credit for its authorship, though his claim
to the poem is now in question. Many believe the poem was actually penned by New York writer

Henry Livingston.

That Santa Claus was ever linked to the Christmas holiday is itself remarkable, given that the original Feas
of St. Nicholas was historically observed on December 6. The holiday on December 25 is a Christian
celebration of the birth of the Christ child, and the images surrounding that event have appealed to poets
for centuries. Other poets find inspiration in reporting on the general atmosphere and imagery of the
holiday season.

hk
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December 21st Wednesday - GGEACA Annual Christmas Party - Family, Children,
and Guests Welcome!

Covered Dish Dinner, Music, Prizes, Fun!!

Time: 7:00 to 9:00 PM

Location: Fire Station # 71 Meeting RoomCorner of Golden Gate Blvd. and 13th St. SW

December 25th-Happy Hanukkah!!

December 25th- Merry Christmas!!

December 28th-wednesday - Golden Gate EstatesTask Force Meeting DAl Citizens
Welcome!

Time: 8:15AM to 9:30AM

Location: Big Corkscrew Island Fire and Rescue Dist. meeting room

Immokalee Rd. and Randall Blvd.

December 31st Saturday - New Years Eve FireworksDFreel- All Citizens Welcome!
Time: 7:30PM to 8:00PM
Location: Naples Pier 12th Avenue South, Naples

January 4th -wednesday - GGEACA Board of Directors Meeting DAIl members
Welcomel!

Time: 7:00 to 9:00 PM

Location: Fire Station # 71 Meeting RoomCorner of Golden Gate Blvd. and 13th St. SW

January 6th, 7th - Friday and Saturday - 2nd Annual Ziggy Dick's BBQ
Cook-Off and Festival Rotary Sponsored BBQ Event

Time: Friday: 4:00PM to 10:00 PM  Saturday: 10:00AM to 10:00 PM
Location: Collier County Fairgrounds- Off Immokalee Rd north of Waterways

January 18th-wednesday - January GGEACA Meeting

Speaker: TBD

Vegetable Garden Transplanid.ast Planting!!

Time: 7:00 to 9:00 PM

Location: Fire Station # 71 Meeting RoomCorner of Golden Gate Blvd. and 13th St. SW

January 28th-Saturday - Yard SaleDAll Citizens Welcome!
Time: 8:00AM to 12:00 noon
Location: Max Hasse Community Park, 3390 Golden Gate Blvd. West

For all Dates, s, Events
and Information regarding Important County Meetings: Please refer to

http://www.estates-civic.org/Calendar.html
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