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Merry Christmas! 

GGEACA Annual Christmas Party 

Our December meeting is our annual Holiday celebration / 

Covered Dish dinner and is not to be missed!!  Whether you 

are celebrating Hanukkah, Christmas, or just great fellowship, 

come join us for some delicious holiday goodies and good 

times!!  The Association will provide meat entrées of ham and 

rotisserie chicken as well as all beverages.  Plan to bring one of 

your favorite holiday side dishes, salads, or deserts.  Please re-

member that we are meeting in a public facility and that no 

alcoholic beverages are permitted, sorry. 

 As always the firefighters and staff of Fire Station # 71 

will be invited to join us for dinner as our way of thanking 

them for their service to us all.  Fire District staff will also join 

us to receive our donations to "Fired Up for the Holiday". Bring 

family, neighbors and friends!! Children are always welcome 

to come celebrate too!!  Hope to see you all for a great party. 
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Each fall our community, coun-

try, and much of the world en-

gages in a remarkable event.  One 

of the world's great celebrations 

begins.  Originally a solemn time 

of religious remembrance, the 

period from Thanksgiving to 

New Years Day has become one 

of the world's great multicultural 

celebrations referred to  generally 

as the holiday season!  And what 

a celebration it has become.  The 

spirituality of Christmas and Ha-

nukah is not simply held to sto-

ries and prayer, but is now ex-

pressed in lavish displays and dé-

cor, song, dance, parade, music, 

and most remarkable of all, a sub-

tle but noticeable change in atti-

tude.  What was once the domain 

of religion alone has clearly be-

come much more than spiritual, 

but also economic and social. 

And there is something for every-

one.  The tradition of gift giving 

has driven this short period of a 

scant 30 days to generate up to 

40% of annual retail sales.  Re-

markable!  Although I am not an 

avid shopper and generally try to 

avoid the traffic and bustle of the 

season, it is easy to see the posi-

tive impact on SW Florida and 

Collier County.  Folded into the 

beginning of the tourist season, 

the Holidays are one of the base 

economic drivers of our commu-

nity.  Although many think com-

mercialism threatens to ruin the 

holidays, I think the spirit of giv-

ing has also generated much that 

is positive.  Good will, charity, 

and consideration of those less 

fortunate, are sentiments that 

come to many at this time of 

year.  And it is these human ex-

pressions of the Spirit of the Holi-

days that I personally cherish the 

most. 

Look closely and you can see the 

spirit of the holidays in the small-

est things.  People hold the 

door a little longer.  Eye con-

tact and greetings between 

strangers are more common.  

Smiles, even in these difficult 

economic times, are somehow 

easier.  Extra time is taken 

with family and friends.  We 

take comfort in familiar places 

and rich foods.  And then 

there are the children.  Wide-

eyed innocence and the magic 

of Christmas legend and stories 

to a child are irreplaceable.  All 

of these things refresh and 

nourish the spirit.  It is conta-

gious.  And I feel it each year as I 

know many of you do too! 

Although we each celebrate in 

our own way, we are all the 

guardians and custodians of the 

spirit of the holidays.  Words, 

thoughts, and deeds that warm 

the heart and comfort are sought 

by all.  Each of us can give and 

keep the tradition alive and help 

make our community and world 

a kinder and gentler place.  Treas-

ure the Holiday Spirit for what it 

is and what it can become for 

each of us. 

May each of you have a happy 

holiday season and a great New 

Year. 

Tim  
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This holiday season GGEACA 

sponsored a Children's Coloring 

Contest with the help of the Max 

Hasse Park after school program 

and the Children's Library at the 

Golden Gate Branch.  To date 

over 120 multi-page coloring 

packets have been distributed to 

interested Estates Area children.  

We hope to display some of the 

winning entries and meet the 

families and children at the 

Christmas party.  Come enjoy!! 

Children's Coloring Contest Winners to be Displayed 

at the Christmas Party 

GGEACA  Decorates a Christmas Tree  in the Annual  

Golden Gate "Walk of Trees". 

the Golden Gate Area President's 

Council, displays Christmas Trees 

in the Community Center audito-

rium decorated by area Civic As-

sociations and Charities.  This 

years' celebration featured trees 

decorated in the holiday theme: 

"Mother Goose Christmas".    

The GGEACA tree was deco-

rated with the addition of some 

"Farmer in the Dell" décor. At 

the conclusion of the display the 

decorated tree will be donated to 

a needy area family. 

Association members decorated 

a Christmas Tree in the Annual 

Golden Gate "Walk of Trees" 

held at the Golden Gate Commu-

nity Center from December 8th 

to 13th. This event, sponsored by 

http://www.estates-civic.org
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Generous Donors Support GGEACA Holiday Charities 

The Golden Gate Estates Area Civic Association expresses our sincere appreciation to special donors who have 

made generous donations to our 2009 Holiday charity efforts. 

Tom and Lutu Coffey of Naples and Jay Bishop of Development Properties, Inc. have each donated $500 to our 

Holiday Charity Fund, allowing us to help make the Golden Gate "Fired Up for the Holidays" drive a great suc-

cess.  All members join in thanking them for their special consideration for our area needy families and children.  

Thank you to all donors for caring and sharing!!  

And the true meaning of  Christmas shone through... 

Bring a Donation for Estates Area Children and  

Families!!        

The Golden Gate Fire District, together with the Children's Network of SW Florida and area Elementary and 

Middle Schools, has organized an exciting new Golden Gate Area charity Drive for the 2009 Christmas season!!  

Named "Fired Up for the Holidays", this effort will be especially timely considering the exceedingly difficult eco-

nomic times this year. 

 Our Golden Gate Estates Area Civic Association has joined efforts together with Golden Gate Rotary, 

Kiwanis, Lions Club, the Golden Gate Civic Assoc., the Homeowner's Assoc. of  the Estates and other  area 

civic and charitable organizations to assist the Firemen in this worthy campaign. 

 Donations are being solicited of new, unwrapped toys, holiday supplies, new clothing, and non-

perishable foods.  This local drive is deserving of our special effort this year, as it will all be donated to Golden 

Gate Area children with the help of the Children's Network of SW Florida and Collier District Schools!! 

 Our Civic Association will play a major role in this special Golden Gate drive!!  As part of our contribu-

tion, GGEACA , through our Charity Fund and with the help of several generous donors, has already purchased 

and delivered over 375 premium canned hams for local distribution!! 

 So please, join your Estates Area neighbors and friends in donating to the "Fired Up for the Holidays" 

charity effort.  Early donations can be delivered to any of the area drop-off locations as listed on the attached 

flyer.  Get involved in a great local charity effort!! 

Bring a new, unwrapped toy, new clothing, holiday supplies, or non-perishable 
food to the Association Christmas Party on Wednesday,  

December 17th!! 

http://www.estates-civic.org
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Volunteers Needed for GGEACA Meeting Signs 

Prior to each meeting the GGEACA tries to put up meeting notice signs along Golden Gate Boulevard. 

Help is needed with this task.  There are approximately six signs that say "Civic Association Meeting To-

night" and give the Fire Station location.  The signs are the small, real estate size and need to be placed in 

the medians adjacent to Fire Station #71 Friday morning and removed at the conclusion of the meeting. 

If you can help with this task please contact Tim Nance at 641-5414 or Peter Gaddy at 353-7330.  Thanks. 

The True Spirit of Christmas 

Lots of people 

Crowds everywhere 

Rushing and pushing and shoving, 

Going nowhere. 

It's Christmas time again 

Have to get all those things done 

Hustle, bustle, quickly, 

We must beat the sun. 

Must get this and must get that 

Maybe this nic, maybe that nak 

When did it happen? 

When did we lose track... 

It's a race, yes it is 

We are running, yes we are 

But lets not forget 

Before we get too far- 

What is really really important 

Doesn't take much to figure out 

Take time to love 

and love from the heart.  

http://www.estates-civic.org
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Board Member: Kathleen Raimondi     kcadc@yahoo.com 

Board Member: Jim Flanagan      Jflan241@aol.com 

Board Member: Mike R Ramsey  ramsey.inc@embarqmail.com 

Board Member David Hauenstein  dhauenstein@comcast.net 

 Membership: Gayle Nance nanceg@earthlink.net 

 

2008 President and Officers 

President:  Tim Nance   nanceg@earthlink.net 

Vice Pres:  Peter Gaddy  petergaddy@comcast.net 

Treasurer:  Peggy Whitbeck   pegwhitbeck@embarqmail.com 

Secretary:  Rick Haylock  rickhaylock@yahoo.com 

Past Pres: Richard Smith   seasmith442002@yahoo.com 

Disclaimer; Due to the comprehensive nature of any association newsletter, it is impossible to endorse its content simply because issues 

could arise that have not been voted on for the welfare of the general membership. With this in mind, the Golden Gate Estates Ar ea Civic 

Association does not necessarily endorse the content of this publication. 
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