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I am the Christmas Spirit! 

I enter the home of poverty, causing 

pale faced children to open their eyes wide, 

in pleased wonder. 

I cause the miser's clutched hand to relax, 

and thus paint a bright spot on his soul. 

I cause the aged to renew their youth 

and to laugh in the old, glad way. 

I keep romance alive in the heart of childhood, 

and brighten sleep with dreams woven of magic. 

I cause eager feet to climb dark stairways with filled  

baskets, leaving behind hearts amazed at the goodness of the world. 

I cause the prodigal to pause a moment on his wild, 

wasteful way, and send to anxious love some little token that 

releases glad tears Ɗ tears which wash away hard lines of sorrow. 

I enter dark prison cells, reminding scarred manhood of 

what might have been, and pointing forward to good days yet to be. 

I come softly into the still, white home of pain, and lips that are 

too weak to speak just tremble in silent, eloquent gratitude. 

In a thousand ways I cause the weary world to look up into 

the face of God, and for a little moment forget the things that are 

small and wretched. 

I am the Christmas Spirit! 

 

- E. C. Baird 
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GGEACA  Decorates a Community Christmas Tree  

in the Annual Golden Gate City "Walk of Trees". 

 

 

 Association members gathered to decorate a Christmas Tree in the Annual Golden Gate "Walk of 

Trees" to be displayed in the Joan Jenks Auditorium at the Golden Gate Community Center from Decem-

ber 6th to 12th.  This year the annual Christmas celebration added a Golden Gate Community Christmas 

Social which was held on December 10th among the beautifully decorated trees.  Many residents attended 

and enjoyed a wonderful evening! 

 

  
 

This annual event, sponsored by the Golden Gate Area President's Council, displays Christmas Trees in the 

Community Center auditorium decorated by many area Civic Associations and charities including both 

Golden Gate City and Estates Area Civic Associations, Rotary Club, Lions, Kiwanis, and many area clubs.  

This years' celebration featured trees decorated in the holiday theme: "Toys".    The GGEACA tree was 

decorated with the addition of a wide variety of Toyland themed décor. At the conclusion of the display the 

decorated tree will be donated to a needy Estates Area family.  A warm thanks to all who participated. 

  

http://www.estates-civic.org
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AUIR stands for annual update and inventory report.  
 

Each year the Board of County Commissioners is required to make an annual determination of the status of 

public facilities and provide a financially feasible plan to fund, construct, and maintain those public facilities- 

anticipating growth- over a 5-year period. Public facilities means roads, canals, utilities, drainage, libraries and 

most of the other functions we normally associate with local government. 

This years AUIR was presented to the Commissioners on November 3, 2009. It provided an interesting 

glimpse into where Collier County and its taxpayers have been and will be going over the next 5 years. 

 

Vd `kk jmnv sg`s Eknqhc`ƍr dbnmnlx sgqhudr ctqhmf shldr ne ghfg onotk`shnm fqnvsg- Itrs 2 xd`qr `fn `mmt`k

population growth was expected to be 6.2%. This years AUIR anticipates an annual population growth of only 

1.44%, a more than four-fold decrease. Given, all the foreclosures, vacancies, recent population loss, the state of 

the local, national and global economy, perhaps this estimate is too optimistic. 

Bnkkhdq onkhbx g`r `kv`xr addm sg`s ƏFqnvsg ltrs o`x enq fqnvsg-Ɛ Tmenqstm`sdkx+ sgd cqno hm qdudmtd l`x

put this policy in jeopardy. New public facilities required by the arrival of new residents are paid for from 

three sources: impact fees paid for by new arrivals and developers, gas taxes paid for by drivers, and general real 

estate taxes paid by residents. Impact fee revenue has dropped from over 70 million a year to around 13 million, 

gas tax revenue is down, and real estate tax revenue was down 11% last year, prompting Commissioners to raise 

s`wdr hm sgd lhcrs ne ` Əenqdbknrtqd bqhrhrƐ `mc sgd vnqrs qdbdrrhnm rhmbd Vnqkc V`q HH- 

Janet Vasey, a member of the Collier County Productivity Committee testified at the AUIR hearing; she stated 

sg`s sgd btqqdms @THQ hr Ərhlokx tm-̀ eenqc`akdƐ- 

 She predicted that real estate tax revenue could drop 15% next year. She also explained that most of the money 

is devoted to new road building and drainage. 

The bleak picture painted by the past and anticipated revenue declines prompted the Commissioners, during 

the AUIR session, to make some interesting comments. Commissioner Halas questioned whether the 95 to 120 

million dollar phased widening of Oil Well road for the benefit of Ave Maria and Big Cypress could be de-

edqqdc Ərhmbd sgdqd hr mn qd`k cdudknoldms s`jhmf ok`bd nts sgdqdƐ- Bnllhrrhnmdq Bnxkd `ssdlosdc sn hmsqnctbd

` khsskd qd`khsx hmsn sgd chrbtrrhnm ax tqfhmf sg`s Əvd rsno rshbjhmf ntq gd`c hm sgd r`mc `mc oqdsdmchmf sg`s hsƍr

`kk fnhmf sn fn `v`x mdws xd`qƐ- Bnllhrrhnmdq Bnkdss` cdedmcdc sgd oqnonrdc @THQ+ rs`shmf9 ƏSq`eehb mtladqr

`qd rs`qshmf sn ohbj to `f`hm-Ɛ@r sgd @THQ `mc sgd atcfds oqnbdrr lnudr enqv`qc+ vd vhkk ehmc nts he ntq

County Commission will increase realty taxes to subsidize growth and development. Even with the highest 

hlo`bs eddr hm sgd rs`sd+ Bnkkhdq g`r e`hkdc sn l`jd Əfqnvsg o`x enq fqnvsgƐ: fdmdq`k qd`k drs`sd s`w qdudmtd g`r

always made up part of the difference. To make our taxpayers future economic prospects even worse, there is 

work underway in Tallahassee to limit county impact fees. 

When cash was flowing into county coffers faster than it could be counted, budget decisions were considerably 

easier than they will be going forward. County Transportation has well over a billion dollars in transportation 

improvements on the drawing board for eastern Collier-Oil Well Road, Golden Gate Boulevard widening, 

Vanderbilt Beach Road Extension, Wilson Boulevard Road Extension, Randall Boulevard widening, Everglades 

I-75 interchange and widening, and the Green Boulevard extension. Many of these projects are specifically de-

rhfmdc sn admdehs Ərodbh`k hmsdqdrsrƐ- 

Hsƍr `l`yhmf+ sg`s hm ` rtoonrdckx bnmrdqu`shud Qdotakhb`m bntmsx+ sgd nmkx cheedqdmbd adsvddm sgd s`w `mc

rodmc khadq`k Edcdq`k fnudqmldms hm V`rghmfsnm `mc knb`k bntmsx fnudqmldms `ood`qr sn ad Əsqhkkhnm ur- ahk,

khnm cnkk`q dwodmchstqdrƐ- @r sgd k`sd fqd`s rdm`snq eqnl Hkkhmnhr+ Dudqss LbJhmkdx Chqjrdm hr qtlnqdc sn g`ud

nmbd r`hc9 Ə@ ahkkhnm gdqd+ ` ahkkhnm sgdqd+ `mc oqdssx rnnm xnt&qd s`kjhmf qd`k lnmdx>Ɛ 

 

There is a fork in the road ahead. We will see which path our elected officials choose. 

Hometown Democracy, Amendment #4 to the State Constitution, which provides that voters control growth, 

is beginning to look attractive, if not blatantly seductive; at least to the people who are the taxpayers of Florida. 

http://www.estates-civic.org
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A Thank You to Our Association Officers, Board 

of Directors, and All Volunteers 

 

A Sincere Thank You to Our Association Board of Directors, and All Volunteers. What a busy year 

2009 has been.  Our Association has been very active and the many activities and issues we have ad-

dressed would not have been possible without the members and volunteers who have donated their 

valuable time to the GGEACA. First, our Board members.  Special thanks are due to our 2009 Asso-

ciation President, Peggy Whitbeck, for her outstanding service and leading us forward in promoting 

the Golden Gate Estates Area.  We thank outgoing Treasurer, Kathy Raimondi and outgoing Secre-

tary, Deana Bess for doing fantastic jobs.  Jim Flanagan has brought many of our concerns and ideas 

regarding the rural lifestyle together through the Estates Bill of Rights.  Mike Ramsey has brought 

new environmental expertise to the Board. Marci Hoffman and David Hauenstein challenge us with 

new ideas and perspective.  Thanks to all for your hard work and service!! Looking forward to 2010 

we certainly welcome incoming President Peter Gaddy.  Peter has been a leader in our Association 

as Vice President for many years and is most recently a columnist in the Collier Citizen.  Thanks 

Peter!  Volunteers Jim Flanagan, Marci Hoffman, Dave Hauenstein, Tim Nance, Mike Ramsey, Tim 

Wallen, and Past President, Peggy Whitbeck will comprise your Board for 2010.  Again, kudos! But 

most importantly, the greatest thanks are due to our loyal members!  GGEACA members have vol-

unteered their time, effort, and money on dozens of meetings and activities that make and keep 

GGEACA a great                       organization and the Golden Gate Estates Area a better place to 

live.  They have stepped up as workers, sponsors, donors, and tirelessly lent their voices to the issues 

of the day.  So many have worked on charities, activities, and the administration of the Association 

it is impossible to individually thank each of them!  It is with gratitude we say, to all of you who 

have always been there, thank you for caring about your neighbors and community!!  Please know 

how much you are appreciated!  Together we are making a difference!!  We all look forward to the 

challenges and opportunities of the New Year and together, promoting and protecting the interests 

of residents and property owners in Golden Gate Estates and rural Collier County. The Estates Area 

Voice extends very best wishes to all of you and your families for a happy and healthy holiday sea-

son and New Year! 

Collier County Sheriff's Office to hold Golden 

Gate Estates Block Party 

  

       The Collier County Sheriff's Office and Collier Sheriff Kevin Rambosk will sponsor a Block Party 

for the Golden Gate Estates community on Saturday, January 16th.  The event will be held at the Collier 

County Fairgrounds in the facility pavilion from 11:00am  to 4:00pm. 

 Activities at the party will include safety presentations, demonstrations by the bomb squad, SWAT 

team, Neighborhood Watch, and other agency divisions.  A wide variety of information will be available. 

The event will offer food and refreshments as well as a live band for entertainment. 

GGEACA is helping to promote this event. 

 Plan to attend a great Estates Area community event and meet the outstanding officers of our Col-

lier Sheriff's Office. 

http://www.estates-civic.org
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GGEACA Holiday Charities Ɗ Community Outreach 

at a Time of Need 

 

 

 The Holiday season this year finds our community in great need.  With the stress of both a severe 

down local economy, and American troops in extended service over seas, our Civic Association has dedicated 

extra consideration to holiday charities and how we can best make a difference to our local community. 

 After reviewing many opportunities to help, the GGEACA Board of Directors is offering three ways 

that members and citizens can provide support to our local citizens in need. 

 As always, we will collect donations of new, unwrapped toys for the "Marine Toys for Tots"  annual 

drive.  This charity has been outstanding in the Naples area for many years.  Most citizens do not realize that 

"Toys for Tots" also distributes toys to needy children for birthdays and at stressful times throughout the year. 

This charity has earned our continued support and certainly needs our help in these down times.  GGEACA 

donations will be delivered to the charity offices on December 17th. 

 

If you can, Please bring a new, unwrapped toy to the Christmas Party!!! 

 

 A second outlet for charity this year is once again through a cooperative effort with the Collier County 

School District.  Toys are being distributed directly to needy children through area Elementary Schools. 

This year our area coordinator is outstanding civic activist and Golden Apple Teacher Brent Brickzin at Palmetto 

Ridge High School.  All Association members can be proud that GGEACA has made a cash donation of 

$500.00 to support this outreach. 

 Finally, with our troops overseas in Iran and Afghanistan for another holiday season, GGEACA will 

be making a donation toward the purchase of ATT phone cards for area servicemen.  Assisting our men and 

women in the service keep in touch with relatives and friends at home is a great way to thank them for their 

service and remind them always that we appreciate their sacrifice and have our full and unconditional support!! 

The GGEACA BOD has approved a donation of $200.00 but we need your additional support. 

 

If you would like to make a donation to either the Estates School toy drive or donate funds for ATT 

phone cards for our area service men and women, please bring a check to the GGEACA  Holiday Party 

or mail a check  to the Association PO Box.  Please send in donations promptly for distribution for the 

holidays.  Thanks to all members and citizens for your support!! 

http://www.estates-civic.org
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Come to the Annual GGEACA Holiday Party!! 

 

       Our December meeting is our annual Holiday celebration / Covered Dish dinner and is not to be 

missed!!  Whether you are celebrating Hanukkah, Christmas, or just great fellowship, come join your 

neighbors and friends for some delicious holiday goodies and good times!!  The Association will provide 

meat entrées of ham chicken as well as all beverages.  For many years the food at this celebration has been 

simply outstanding and members are to warned that this is definitely not a diet affair!!  Plan to bring one of 

your favorite holiday side dishes, salads, or deserts to share.  Please remember that we are meeting in a pub-

lic facility and that no alcoholic beverages are permitted, sorry. 

  

       As always the firefighters and staff of Golden Gate Fire and Rescue District Fire Station # 71 will be 

invited to join us for dinner as our way of thanking them for their service to us all.  We will also collect do-

m`shnmr ne mdv+ tmvq`oodc snxr enq ƏL`qhmd Snxr enq SnsrƐ `mc bnmctbs ntq `kv`xr etm gnkhc`x fhes q`eekd  

Bring family, neighbors, and friends!! Children are always welcome to come celebrate too!!  Hope to see you 

all for a great party. 

Pick Up more Vegetable Transplants at the December  

Party & Meeting!! 

I  hope all of your vegetable gardens are off to a good start and your transplants from November are growing 

well.  To continue, GGEACA will once again distribute garden ready vegetable transplants at the December 

16
th

 meeting.   

 

Transplants available will include tomatoes, peppers, and a variety of other garden favorites.  This month I 

also hope to include a variety of herbs, truly wonderful for the          table.  The varieties made available are 

selected for being well adapted to our SW Florida conditions and will be helpful for beginning gardeners and 

seasoned veterans alike. 

 

 Transplants are offered to Association members free, but donations will be accepted to help with the 

cost of the program.  Members wishing to pick up plants are asked to bring zip-lock bags in sandwich and 

gallon sizes to help carry the plants home.  Also bring a small magic marker to label the bags if you wish to 

keep track of the varieties.  Most are 5 to 6 inches tall and ready to go into the ground or large container gar-

dens immediately. 

 So, keep your gardens going and come pick up some additional transplants to extend your harvest 

and vegetable supply!!  We will hope to continue in January as well.  Good Gardening!! 

 

Tim 

http://www.estates-civic.org
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December 2nd - Wednesday   -  GGEACA Board of Directors Meeting ï All members Welcome! 

Time: 7:00 to 9:00 PM              

  Location:  Fire Station # 71 Meeting Room - Corner of GGate Blvd. and 13th St. SW 

 

December 6th - Sunday   -  GGEACA Christmas Tree Decoration 

Annual Golden Gate Community   ñWalk of Treesò ï 2009 Theme ï Toys!!  

 Come Decorate a Christmas Tree for the Community Display!! ï All members Welcome! 

Time: 1:00 PM   till completion       

  Location:  Golden Gate Community Center Auditorium ï 4701 Golden Gate Parkway 

 

December 10th - Thursday   -  Golden Gate Community Christmas Social ï All members Welcome! 

  Food, refreshments, and friendship among the beautiful Christmas Trees. 

All members Welcome!! 

Time: 6:30PM to 9:00 PM              

  Location:  Golden Gate Community Center Auditorium ï 4701 Golden Gate Parkway 

 

December 12th - Saturday   -  Eôs Country Store Community BBQ and Yard Sale 

 Come sell items at the Estates Community Yard sale ï Free!! 

 Hamburgers, hotdogs, and entertainment for the Kids! 

All citizens Welcome! 

Time: 10:00AM to 5:00 PM              

  Location:  Behind Eôs Country Store at the corner of Wilson Blvd. and Golden Gate Blvd. 

 

December 16th - Wednesday   -   December GGEACA Meeting / Annual Christmas Party!!  

*  Covered Dish Dinner  - All Members and Friends Welcome!! 

*  Bring a donation of a new unwrapped toy, clothing, or food for needy Golden Gate children 

for the ñFire Up for the Holidaysò drive or Marine ñToys for Totsò 

Time: 7:00 to 9:00 PM              

  Location:  Fire Station # 71 Meeting Room - Corner of GGate Blvd. and 13th St. SW 

 

January 6th - Wednesday   -  GGEACA Board of Directors Meeting ï All members Welcome! 

Time: 7:00 to 9:00 PM              

  Location:  Fire Station # 71 Meeting Room - Corner of GGate Blvd. and 13th St. SW 

 

January 16th - Saturday   - Collier County Sheriffôs Office ï Golden Gate Estates  Block Party 

  Band, Activities, Safety Presentations, Demonstrations, Food 

Time:   11:00AM to 4:00 PM             

  Location:  Collier County Fairgrounds Pavilion  

 

January 19th  - Tuesday   -   Collier County Commission Meeting 

* Consideration of Proposed GMP Amendments in Golden Gate Estates: 

 Commercial proposals at Wilson and GGate Blvd. and Randall Blvd. and Immokalee Rd. 

Time: 5:00 to 7:00PM              Exact Time of this agenda item TBD 

  Location:  BCC Chambers - 3rd Floor Bldg. F / County Government Center 3301 E. Tamiami Trail 

 

January 20th - Wednesday   -   January GGEACA Meeting  

 Speaker:  Open 

Time: 7:00 to 9:00 PM              

  Location:  Fire Station # 71 Meeting Room - Corner of GGate Blvd. and 13th St. SW 

http://www.estates-civic.org
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COMPOST TEA: I was looking for a liquid organic fertilizer to use with my 

weekly watering and found some fantastic ideas for making home made compost 

tea. My husband found an old five-gallon paint 

bucket with the lid still on it and we cleaned it out, 

added some rain water, and added the compost tea 

ingredients to an old nylon stocking. We found a 

bgd`o ehrg s`mj `dq`snq nm Bq`hfƍr khrs

(www.craigslist.org), complete with tubing and air 

stones. Once we had the mix all ready, we plopped 

in the aerator attachment and plugged it in. Our tea 

is usually ready in about three full days; we can tell 

vgdm hsƍr qd`cx ax sgd xd`rsx rldkk `mc sgd en`l

on the top of the mixture. We pour the tea on our vegetables, flowers, and tropical 

fruit trees (Avocado, Allspice, Lychee, Peach, Barbados Cherry,         Fig, Banana, Mango, and Guava). Some of the plants 

H v`rmƍs rtqd vdqd fnhmf sn l`jd hs sgqhud vhsg sgd sd`- Hs hr hlonqs`ms sn mnsd sg`s vd g`ud mns g`c fnnc ktbj trhmf sgd

tea on our citrus trees so I recommend not using it on them.  

In the Garden with Deana 

VISITING LOCAL GARDENS: I always learn a lot of new information when I talk to local gardeners and visit gardens 

in our area. The University of Florida IFAS Collier County Extension Center is offering garden workshops again in 

I`mt`qx- Uhrhs vvv-bnkkhdq-he`r-tek-dct `mc rdkdbs+ ƏF`qcdm Vnqjrgno RdqhdrƐ enq lnqd cds`hkdc hmenql`shnm- 

Recently, I visited an organic Farm in Punta Gorda, Worden Farm (www.wordenfarm.com) where I learned more about 

growing food in our climate. The farm owners told us to just accept a certain amount of the crops will be lost to pests 

and plan for it. Crop rotation, soil building/replenishment, strategic planning, and use of companion planting methods 

all discourage garden pests and even 

some fungus problems.  

If you find the time, visit the Naples Bo-

tanical Garden (www.naplesgarden.org) 

for some gardening ideas. I was interested 

in what species grow well in our climate, 

plant location, and butterfly gardening 

and was pleasantly surprised by the chil-

cqdmƍr f`qcdmr vhsg `kk sgd dchakd ok`msr

and beautiful flowers (photo to the left).  

 

GTLLHMFAHQCR KNUD ƏEHQD

ATRGƐ9 He xnt `qd knnjhmf enq ` knv

maintenance, hardy, and beautiful plant 

that attracts hummingbirds, consider a 

ok`ms nesdm qdedqqdc sn `r Əehqd atrgƐ+ sgd

botani-

cal 

name, 

Hamelia patens. In addition to the hummingbirds, butterflies and bees are attracted to 

the flowers and song birds to the berries. Take care to plant the bush with sufficient 

growing space and realize it may propagate itself; mine grew about four feet this year 

even after a severe pruning in early summer. My husband chuckled at me every day 

when I rushed out to catch a picture of the hummingbirds only to be disappointed by 

my amateur photography skills and the speedy little birds. As you can see, persistence 

paid off and thought I would share this reward for my efforts!  

Compost Tea 
P 5 gal rain water 
P 2 Tbsp Fish Emulsion 
P 2 Tbsp Molasses 
P 1 Tbsp Sea Kelp 
P 1 cup Fish Food 
P 2 cups compost  

http://www.estates-civic.org
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2009 President and Officers 2009 Board and Committee Members  

Peter Gaddy  President 

 

Mike R. Ramsey  Vice President 

 

Tim Nance  Secretary 

 

Marcie Hofman  Treasurer 

 

Peggy Whitbeck  Past President  

Jim  Flanagan Board Member 

 

Tim Wallen Board Member 

 

Gayle Nance  Scholarships 

 

David Hauenstein  Board Member 

Disclaimer; Due to the comprehensive nature of any association newsletter, it is impossible to endorse its content simply because issues could arise that have not been voted on for the 

welfare of the general membership. With this in mind, the Golden Gate Estates Area Civic Association does not necessarily endorse the content of this publication. 

Bulletin Board 

Cosme E. Perez 
 

Jackie & John Leven 
 

Bruce & Susan Burkhard 
 

Tony & Madeleine Arias 
 

Bob & Teresa Alonso 
 

Felix and Monica Aranegui 
 

Rodger & Sarah Lynch 
 

Nelson A Munoz 
 

Johann & Veronika Siegert 
 

Arthur & Karyn Smith  
 

AAA Kindred Spirits  
 

Roy & Helen Terry 
 

Don Ward 

New Members 

http://www.estates-civic.org
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mailto:Nance@earthlink.net
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mailto:PegWhitbeck@embarqmail.com
mailto:jflan241@aol.com
mailto:kc4ssd@comcast.net
mailto:nanceg@earthlink.net
mailto:dhauenstein@comcast.net
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The Estates Business Marketplace 

This Publication has been made possible by: 


