Renew Your Membership
For 2010/2011 Today

T ime marches on and once again it is time to renew your GGEACA membership dues for 2010!
Many early birds have already paid and we would like to thank all members who have already renewed fol
their continued support of the Estates Association. All of us know times are difficult and Board members
have worked hard to be efficient and keep the cost of the Association to a bare minimum. All of us are
tightening our belts and GGEACA is no exception.

But make no mistake! Membership is the life blood of the association and now, more than ever,
our community needs to stick together. We need you!! Your dues are vital to continue the monthly
newsletter and website as well as member activities. We hope, even in the toughest times, to be able
support some community charity if our budget allows. Member volunteers work very hard to keep you up
to date on critical Estates Area issues and to bring you the very latest news on activities of interest in the
Golden Gate Estates Area.

Our newsletter, The Estates Area Vogiges us all a forum for discussion of issues important to our unigue
community and to help protect the ruraftesidential lifestyle we all enjoy. Our Association website, at
is a fantastic tool for all residents and second to none in the county!!

So, once again, we need your continued support to keep the ball rolling!! If you have already sent
in your renewal and dues for 2010, a hearty thank you. Membership cards will be in the mail soon.

And as a reminder, if you have not already renewed, please return the attached form with your dues today
Keep your newsletter coming and.help keep your Estates Area Civic Association strong and active.



http://www.estates-civic.org/
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Our February speakers will be Sheriff Kevin Rambosk and operations offi-

3 cers of the Collier County Sheriff's Office. Estates Civic has had a very ac-
tive year with the Sheriff's Office. In addition to hosting a training session
for the Neighborhood Watch program and being a sponsor at the Sheriff's
SafetyFest in January, we have worked together at numerous community
events including our charity programs. Lt. Tim Pratt and our District 4 Es-
tates Substation have been active in keeping us up to date and advised. In
summary, the CCSO has been very supportive of GGEACA and done an
excellent job with community outreach! We are all thankful!

Sheriff Rambosk will review crime and statistics over the last several
years for the Estates Area and introduce initiatives to keep our community
safe. Staff will also discuss specific actions citizens can take to reduce crime
introduce the 2010 Sheriff's Office budget outlook, and answer questions.

Join us at the February meeting for an informative program!! Come

1  with your questions and speak with CCSO officers dedicated to keeping
Collier safe!

For all Dates, Times, and Information regarding Important County Meetings:
Please refer to:

http://www.estategivic.org/Calendar.html

L
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Presidents Message

A good Civic Association is one that is able to effectively promote its community. In order to main-

tain quality of life for its residents, the needs and goals of the citizens need to be effectively communi-
cated to the government officials in charge of protecting our health, safety, welfare, and tax dollars.

In order to effectively accomplish these goals your Civic Association relies on its members. We have
no professional or administrative staff, but we do have dedicated volunteers willing to devote time and
energy to make the Golden Gate Estates area a great place to live.

During the challenging economic times in which we now live, we have provided a mechanism
whereby each member can make a small contribution to preserve and expand our greatest strength
which is our membership. For a small contribution of $10.00 dollars | am asking each member to
sponsor a new member. Please take the membership application in the Newsletter and have your
friend, neighbor, or relative, who has never been a recent member, complete the application and send
it in with a ten-dollar check payable to GGEACA. All discounsponsored applicants must accept the
Newsletter via email.

Thanks for participating in our Community.

Peter Paul Gaddy
President

Paris Sunset October 2009
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So how Is your Garden growing?
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all the stuff that | usually like to plant, except for Brussels sprouts and a couple varieties of lettuce.

| t seems to me that everyone got organized way before me and probably had half grown stuff already. This

was last November 2009. | guess the early rush to plant a veggie garden had really gotten hold this season,
maybe because of (the economy).

Bnl hmf to rgngskx v r sgd Mnudladg | ddshmf ne sg
Nance announced that he was bringing some vegetable transplants to share with everyone. Sure enough Ti
brought dozens of (starts) of tomatoes, peppers, cabbage, cauliflower and an assortment of lettuce and mor
begging to be planted, immediately, what a gift! Along with many other fellow members | loaded up with a bi

of everything and they started to shoot up as soon as they were planted. Then again at the next meeting, whi

was the annual Christmas party, Tim brought us more transplants. What a great Christmas gift!
Then came THE FREEZE. | carefully covered all of my plants and the morning after the first night, | breathec
a sigh of relief, everything was ok. The second night and morning everything still looked ok. The third
| ngmhmf + mns rn fnnc- @kk sgd snl sndr "~ mc odood

To end this story, Tim saved the day again at the Jan meeting by bringing more tomatoes and a host of othe
sq mrok msr- SgdxqQqkk ad k' sd ats HQkk g ud °~ okd

I would like to thank Tim Nance, one more Time for his generosity, for providing all the transplants.

Geoff Wane
The result of . e L AN AN This year
my gardening  § »ﬂ’i R A S g I N | tried a method
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New "Green" Road Median Landscape
Designs to be Studied

Greenscape median landscapes may be coming to the Estates Area and eastern Collier in the near
future. The Water Symposium of Floridanonprofit organization dedicated to water conservation and
environmentally sustainable management is partnering with the South Florida Water Management District,
Collier County Transportation Department, and numerous private business owners and community civic
groups to develop new environmentally friendly median designs. For 2010, plans are being made to install
small trial median plantings with primarily drought resistant, low maintenance, native plants. The goal is to
collect information and develop sustainable methods and techniques to conserve water and reduce the cost
highway beautification and maintenance. Designs for "coastal " plantings, "wetlands" plantings, and "pinelan
plantings are being developed. Several locations have been selected for the landscape trial plantings includ
medians at the intersections of Immokalee Road and Wilson Boulevard, the intersection of Pine Ridge Road
Logan Boulevard, and a portion of the landscape at the Marco City Hall.

Nurseries, contractors, architects, master gardeners, and business professionals have donated plant$

materials, equipment, and funding for the project. Currently, citizen volunteers are being solicited to help wit
all phases of the effort. As this project can be of great value to the Estates Area and all of eastern Collier
County, the Golden Gate Estates Area Civic Association will be assisting with this great project and will be
bringing you information and details on the project in the days ahead. Currently the goal is to begin planting
trees in the median trial sites in May, with the goal of completion just before the rainy season begins in
early June.

Many GGEACA members have expressed an interest in helping with these median landscape plantin
and early care. If you are interested in native plants, gardening, and "green” development and would like to
involved please contact Vice President Mike Ramsey atB&30 or Tim Nance at 645414.
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Wildfire! Our Greatest Community Risk

Although hurricanes get the most press in South Florida where natural disasters are concerned, in the Estates

Area, wildfire is a much greater risk to our families and property! Generally the Estates is far enough inland
escape the tidal storm surge of hurricanes, and actually our forest environment can reduce wind damage to
extent. When it comes to wildfire danger, however, our south Florida woodlands are a very dangerous
location for homes!! All of us have chosen to live in this beautiful forested setting, but with that benefit come
the responsibility to prepare for dry season, and the chance of serious fire.

[o
s0me

With many nights of frosty weather in January, grass, weeds, and brush are exceptionally dry. Our dry

season and fire season are off to an early start. Now is the time to prepare your property and family for wild-
fires!

To help inform the Estates Area community about the dangers of wildfire and how each of us can

prepare, GGEACA, together with District #£5 Commissioner Jim Coletta, sponsored the second annual Estates

Area Wildfire Workshop on February 4th. Area fire professionals from the Florida Division of Forestry, area
Fire and Rescue Districts, and Collier Emergency Management presented practical advice for all citizens.

A wide variety of literature containing valuable information and guidelines was also distributed. Collier
County has recorded this workshop for viewing of all citizens who may not have been able to attend.

General guidelines were consistent throughout the program. Homeowners should immediately remoyve

all combustible material and plant growth from a perimeter of at least 30 feet around homes. Nearby brush and

exotics should be reduced as much as possible and grass should be kept mowed. Pine needles should be

removed from roofs. Driveways should be cleared at least 15 feet for easy entry of fire and emergency vehigles.
Family disaster planning is also important. Have valuable and essential papers and medicines ready and edsily

available for rapid evacuation. Fires can develop extremely rapidly in our windy, dry winter season. All fami
members should have an evacuation and communication pI&GEACA extends a sincere thanks to all of our
community fire professionals and Collier County staff and officials from all departments who took their time
to present this valuable and essential information to our community.

Estates Civic will provide written information and guidebooks about wildfire preparation and the
management of a Florida "fire wise" home at all meetings this spring. We will also provide the link to the
recording of the Wildfire Workshop as soon as it is available. In addition, information can be obtained from
the local agencies and contacts below:

Florida Division of Forestry

(Wildfire First Responders) 2396903500

Victor Hill, Wildfire Mitigation Specialist hillvl@doacs.state.fl.us
Big Corkscrew Island Fire & Rescue District 2394551204

Rita Greenberg, Chief chief@bcifr.com

Golden Gate Fire& Rescue District 2393487540

Bob Metzger, Chief bobmetzger@ggfire.com

Bnkkhdg Bnt msx RgdqgheeQ239MNM44434 b d
Lt. Timothy Pratt, District #4Estates Substation d4lt@colliersheriff.net

All citizens are encouraged to review their family disaster plans and prepare immediately
for a serious wildfire season.
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Final Distribution of Vegetable Transplants at the
February Meeting

February is traditionally the start of the spring growing season in southwest Florida, and hopefully
your garden is getting over the harsh weather of January. To keep things going and growing, GGEACA wiill
have one final distribution of garden ready vegetable transplants at the FebrudryrEgting. Transplants will
focus this month on some neat peppers, and a variety of other garden favorites.

Transplants are offered to Association members free, but donations will be accepted to help with the
cost of the program. Members wishing to pick up plants are asked to brindag bags in sandwich and gal-
lon sizes to help carry the plants home. Also bring a small magic marker to label the bags if you wish to kee
track of the varieties. Plants are 5 to 6 inches tall and ready to go into the ground or large container garden
immediately. Keep planting and keep your veggies coming for an extended harvest season!!

Many of you should be starting to harvest the fruits of your labor and we would love to have some pi¢

tures! Please share your success and forward a few garden photographs to our webmaster
www.estatesareavoice @embargmail.cemthey can be posted on the website and in the newsletter. Thanks!
Good Gardening!!

Tim

Get Your Free GGEACA Bumper Sticker

A new GGEACA bumper sticker will be distributed free of charge to all members beginning at the Februar
meeting! These stickers are very high quality vinyl that are long lasting and easily removable.

Featured is both our Association name and our popular webitig://www.estates-civic.orgin a beautiful
green and white design.

Show your community and civic pride and help grow our Association membership! Plans are also urL -

der way to design some additional promotional materials for publicity and special events. Ideas include pe
rulers, calendars, Frisbees, and designs for shirts, jackets, and hats. Stay tuned for samples in the weeks

—— |
Estales-civic.ory

The Golden Gate Estates Area Civic Association.
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Get Ready for Golden Gate Frontier Days

Planning for the 2010Golden Gate Frontier Daysnearing completion. This year's festival promises tqg
be especially exciting, once again featuring a great carnival midway from Tolve Productions.
Everyone looks forward to the rides, games, and food, and good clean fun for the entire family!

As in prior years theGolden Gate Frontier Days cosponsored by the most prominent charity and civic
groups in the area, and is the biggest fundraiser each year for the GGEACA. Itis a great Fair that is looked [for-
ward to by the entire community. This year's Festival will be held on Friday, Saturday, and Sunday, March
26th, 27th, and 28th at the Golden Gate Community Center. Featured will be a "Latin Night", a "Country
Night", and the traditional "Family Day" on Sunday. Live entertainment will be featured.

We need your help with our biggest fundraiserThis is the event that allows our association to offer
scholarships to deserving Estates Area students and funds our Christmas charity efforts for needy children.
Signup sheets will be circulated at our February and March meetings for volunteers to help with ticket sales pnd
other Festival activities. Last year everyone that helped with the Festival had a great time and all agreed it was a
great way to help the community and the GGEACA. Come sign up and plan to join your neighbors for a gogd
time and a great charity effort!

Economic Stimulus and Estates Civic

In keeping with the effort of most all citizens to be thrifty in a recovering economy, Estates Civic is
offering two special money saving programs for 2010!

A New Member Sponsorship offer will encourage new members to join GGEACA for 2010 for only
$10. This introductory rate is available for new members only and is restrictec-toed newsletter delivery.
Current members can pick up forms to sponsor a new member at the February meeting or by calling Gayle
Nance at 25@580. Encourage your friends and neighbors to join Estates Civic at a great introductory bargain!

Our second great offer is for our Business members. For 2010, all business members will receive a
Free Business Card Advertisemeniin the newsletter and posting to the website!! Ads will be continued for
current newsletter advertisers for 2010 at no charge. All other business members should present their business
cards to Tim Nance or any board member at the next meeting, or send it electronically to
estatesareavoice@embargmail.com
Join GGEACA and the Estates Business Marketplace and get off to a great 2010!"!
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