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Estates Civic will be starting off the new year with some great  

speakers and programs featuring wildlife and the environment.  As 
Estates residents enjoy a great opportunity to experience nature first 
hand, more so than most Florida citizens, these topics are always fun 
and meaningful!  For our January 19th meeting, we are pleased to  
welcome Nicole Ryan, Director of Governmental Relations for 
the Conservancy of Southwest Florida.  The Conservancy is our 
most local environmental advocacy group, and is especially active and 
knowledgeable on Estates local issues and species.  Nicole will give us 
an update on current Conservancy work, programs, and issues.  One 
area of interest to all is the development of our Collier County  
Watershed Management Plan.  Nicole will also give us an update on 
the construction progress on the new Nature Center at the  
Conservancy home office.  Welcome Nicole! 
 
Our second speaker will be Pastor Steven Wigdall from the  
Emmanuel Lutheran Church.  Pastor Wigdall will introduce  us to 
his proposed new 20+ acre, $17 million dollar complex on Radio 
Road that includes a new Community Center and a Health Center. 
Join us for an informative meeting with the latest community news 
and updates! 
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http://www.estates-civic.org


The Estates Area Voice http://www.estates-civic.org Page 2 

According to the Instituteõs projections, the unemployment rate for Florida as a whole will not drop below 10 percent 
until the first quarter of 2013, and will not drop below 6 percent until 2020. We all of course hope that this gloomy fore-

cast turns out to be overly pessimistic. 

In order to improve the outlook for the future of Collier County, there are a number of steps that business in cooperation 

with Collier government can implement to encourage economic development and particularly job creation. First, the repu-

tation of Collier as the worst county in the state to do business is legendary. Trying to get a permit here to build or do any-

thing is a nightmare. Some efforts are already underway by the county managerõs office to improve the ethic and the reality 

of the permitting process. 

Second, we need to do a comprehensive inventory of the positive assets we have available to complement business devel-

opment. A pleasant climate, excellent housing, good restaurants, lodging, cultural events, excellent health care, a central 

location, proximity to the Gulf, good schools, recreational facilities, and community colleges are all positives. We also need 

to take stock of the obvious deficiencies that retard economic development. The shortcomings that come to mind are that 

we have the highest cost of living in the state, there is no convention center, little commercially zoned land is available 

proximate to the urban area, and until recently there was a shortage of affordable housing. 

Third, we need an action plan to highlight our strengths and remove the deficiencies that we present to economic devel-

opment. The action plan should include economic incentives to a wide range of multiple businesses to encourage their 

location to our community. Putting all of our eggs in one basket is a bad investment strategy. Any economic incentives 

should be funded by industrial revenue bonds to be paid back by private business at no cost to the taxpayer. Corporate 

welfare should be prohibited, as unfair to the taxpayers and counterproductive in the long haul. 

Collier County has the financial strength to diversify its economy in short order. If we have the will to do so, by next 

Christmas we can be hanging stockings filled with gifts, rather than foreclosure signs in the front yard. 

Peter Gaddy President  
Golden Gate Estates Area Civic Association 

Lets work together to make Collier County stronger, better 

Sean Snaith is the director of the Institute for Economic Competitiveness at the  
University of Central Florida. Dr. Snaith began his most recent economic 

forecast with the following: 
 

Twas the forecast before Christmas and all through the state, 
Those wishing for a booming economy would still have to wait. 

Foreclosure signs were hung in the yard with great care, 
In hopes that a buyer soon would be there. 

Across the state Floridians are snug in their beds, 
Over half with a mortgage thatõs over their heads. 

More buyers would make homeowners elate, 
Yet, thatõs not likely to happen given the unemployment rate.õ 

http://www.estates-civic.org
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Pick Up more Vegetable Transplants at the  
January meeting!! 
 

For the second straight year frosty weather has been very rough on area gardens, particularly the tender crops. 

While  
cabbage, cauliflower, and broccoli can take some sub-freezing temperatures, many of the tomatoes, peppers, mel-
ons, and most leafy crops have been injured or killed. But do not despair!!  If you replant now, there is still time 
for a great spring crop.  To help with your replanting, GGEACA will once again distribute garden ready vegetable 
transplants at the  
January 19th meeting.  Transplants will focus on tomatoes, peppers, and a variety of other garden favorites. 
 
Transplants are offered to Association members free, but donations will be accepted to help with the cost of the 
program.  Members wishing to pick up plants are asked to bring zip-lock bags in sandwich and gallon sizes to help 
carry the plants home.  Also bring a small magic marker to label the bags if you wish to keep track of the varieties.  
Most will be 5 to 6 inches tall and ready to go into the ground or large container gardens immediately. 
 
So, donõt be discouraged!!  There is still plenty of time left in this gardening season for some fresh goodies!  Re-
plant your gardens quickly and plan for a great spring harvest vegetable supply!!  We hope to continue with more 
transplants in February as well.  Good Gardening!!                                                             
                                                                                                                                                                        Tim 

Post Office Consolidation Considered  
 

D ifficult economic circumstances are affecting all branches of government including the US Post Office.  

The US Postal service is considering closing or consolidating nearly 1,000 offices around the country due to 
budgetary concerns.  Over the past several years, three Naples offices including the Golden Gate branch  
location in the Sunshine Plaza near Ace Hardware at 4863 Golden Gate Parkway have been considered for 
closure.   
 
Recent information indicates that these evaluations are moving forward. 
In the fall of 2009 Naples Post Master Robert Barber held public meetings and addressed concerned citizens 
regarding local post office closure and consolidation. 
Locally, the most likely reorganization would consolidate operations in Golden Gate by moving the retail Post 
Office to the Golden Gate Annex at the corner of Green Boulevard and CR 951.  Under this plan, a new retail 
office and counter would have to be built in the existing building, as well as parking lot improvements.   
P.O. boxes would be moved to the annex and all customer zip codes would remain the same.  It is estimated 
that such a consolidation would result in no loss of USPS personnel and more efficient customer service.  
Similar changes for two other Naples area offices also remain under consideration.  Final decisions and 
changes are not expected until sometime later this year. 
 
We are hopeful that the Post Master will continue his commitment to keeping a USPS branch to serve Golden 
Gate and the Estates Area.  Estates Civic will be  
arranging meetings in the near future to keep communication current and bring you the latest information on 
this important service.  Stay tuned!! 

http://www.estates-civic.org
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Fertilizer Ordinance Under Development 
 

Part of the development of a Watershed Management Plan for Collier County includes consideration of a county 

wide Fertilizer Ordinance.  Intended to reduce the amount of nutrients finding their way into area waters and the 
Gulf of Mexico from homeowner and institutional cultivation of turf grass and landscapes, ordinances regulating 
the use of fertilizers are under development through the state.  Some of the earliest work was done in Sarasota 
County.  Many other ordinances have been patterned after these original efforts.   
 
Locally, the cities of Naples and Marco Island have recently developed fertilizer regulation.  As the efforts to con-
trol nutrient pollutants such as nitrogen, phosphorous, and iron depend greatly on the watershed as a whole, it is 
time for  appropriate regulation for the county as a whole.  Due to the great interest of Estates Area residents in 
issues both environmental and horticultural, Estates Civic has been active in meetings and discussions.  Tim 
Nance, GGEACA Secretary, has been the lead contact for the Association due to his 30+ years of professional 
work in agriculture in the production area. 
 
Any effective Fertilizer Ordinance is complicated by its very nature.  Under review is not only the amount of  
fertilizer that can be applied, but also the form of nutrients, the time of application, and safety buffers from water 
bodies.  Specialty exemptions are under consideration to allow the cultivation of specialty crops such as fruit 
trees, vegetable gardens, and flowering annuals without undue restriction. Agriculture industry and golf courses 
are typically regulated under other specific rules governing these activities. 
Public meetings will be held in the weeks ahead for all interested citizens to provide input and comment.   
Get involved and stay informed! 
  

Septic Tank Regulations Still in Process 
 

New rules regulating the inspection of septic tanks were originally set to become effective on January 1, 2011.  

Legislation that was passed required the state's 2.6 million homeowners with septic systems to get an extensive 
inspection every five years at a potential cost of $500 each time.  Obviously, this has a great impact on Estates 
Area residents, as the vast majority operate septic systems. 
 
Concerns by some Florida lawmakers resulted in the passage of an amending bill, SB 2-A, during last year's 
special session in November delaying implementation of the new septic tank inspection rules for six months, 
or until July 1, 2011.  The Legislature did not submit the bill to the governor's office until the day incoming 
Governor Rick Scott took office.  It is now up to Gov. Scott to approve or veto the bill, but his approval is 
generally expected. 
 
Some Legislators consider the six-month delay more than a way to postpone the inevitable.  During the 2011 
session of the Florida Legislature, some leaders hope to repeal or modify regulations.  One bill, SB130 has  
already been submitted that would cancel inspections altogether.  Obviously, all Estates Area residents should 
follow this issue closely!!  We thank GGEACA member Doug Rankin and Florida Realtors for this  
informational update. 

http://www.estates-civic.org
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Get Prepared for Wildfire - Our Greatest  
Community Risk!! 
 

Although hurricanes get the most press in South Florida where natural disasters are concerned, in the Estates 

Area, wildfire is a much greater risk to our families and property!  Generally the Estates is far enough inland to 
escape the tidal storm surge of hurricanes, and actually our forest environment can reduce wind damage to some 
extent.  When it comes to wildfire danger, however, our south  Florida woodlands are a very dangerous location 
for homes!!  All of us have chosen to live in this beautiful forested setting, but with that benefit comes the  
responsibility to prepare for dry season, and the chance of serious fire.  With many nights of frosty weather in  
December and January, grass, weeds, and brush are exceptionally dry.   Our dry season and fire season are off to 
an early start.  Now is the time to prepare your property and family for wildfires! 
 
To help inform the Estates Area community about the dangers of the wildfire season and how each of us can  
prepare, GGEACA will be participating in a series of local meetings, forums, and activities to get needed  
information to the citizens of the Estates Area.  Estates Civic will assist area fire professionals from the Florida  
Division of Forestry, area Fire and Rescue Districts, and Collier Emergency Management to present information 
and practical advice for all citizens.  A wide variety of literature containing valuable information and guidelines will 
be distributed and posted on our website at www.estates-civic.org 
 
General recommendations for basic wildfire preparation are consistent across all agencies.  Homeowners should 
immediately remove all combustible material and plant growth from a perimeter of at least 30 feet around homes.  
Nearby brush and exotics should be reduced as much as possible and grass should be kept mowed.  Pine needles 
should be removed from roofs.  Driveways should be cleared at least 15 feet for easy entry of fire and emergency 
vehicles.  Family disaster planning is also important.  Have valuable and essential papers and medicines ready and 
easily available for rapid evacuation.  Fires can develop extremely rapidly in our windy, dry winter season.   
All family members should have an evacuation and communication plan. 
Estates Civic will provide written information and guidebooks about wildfire preparation and the management of a 
Florida "fire-wise" home at all meetings this spring. 
In addition, information can be obtained from the local agencies and contacts below: 
 
Florida Division of Forestry -   (Wildfire First Responders)    239-690-3500   
Victor Hill, Wildfire Mitigation Specialist hillv@doacs.state.fl.us  
    
Big Corkscrew Island Fire & Rescue District      239-455-1204 
Rita Greenberg, Chief  chief@bcifr.com   
  
 
Golden Gate Fire& Rescue District       239-348-7540 
Bob Metzger, Chief  bobmetzger@ggfire.com   

 
Collier County Sheriffõs Office        239-774-4434  
Lt. Timothy Pratt, District #4/Estates Substation d4lt@colliersheriff.net    

 
All citizens are encouraged to review their family disaster plans and prepare immediately for a  

serious wildfire season!!  Be Prepared - Be Safe!! 
 

http://www.estates-civic.org
http://estates-civic.org/
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Get Ready for the 2011 Golden Gate Frontier Days 
 
 

Planning is almost completed and soon it will be time for the 2011 Golden Gate Frontier Days !!  This year's festival 

promises to be especially exciting, once again featuring the fantastic carnival midway from Reithoffer Productions.  
Reithhoffer Carnivals are always considered the finest held in Collier County with a wide variety of both kiddies' 
and thrill rides and the always popular carnival food favorites!!  They are famous for their production of the annual 
Georgia State Fair and in recent years the Collier County Fair. 
 
As in prior years the Golden Gate Frontier Days is co-sponsored by the most prominent charity and civic groups in 
the area, and is the biggest fundraiser each year for the GGEACA.  It is a great Fair that is looked forward to by 
the entire community.  This year's Festival will be held a little earlier on Friday, Saturday, and Sunday, March 11th, 
12th, and 13th at the Golden Gate Community Center.  Featured will be "Country Night" on Friday evening, 
"Latin Night" on Saturday, and the traditional "Family Day" on Sunday.  In addition to the carnival rides, games, 
music, and a variety of specialty foods and live entertainment will be featured. 
 

We need the help of all our members with our biggest fundraiser!!  This is the event that has allowed 
our association to offer scholarships to deserving Estates Area High School students.  Sign-up sheets will be  
circulated at our January and February meetings for volunteers to help with ticket sales and other Festival activities.  
Last year everyone that helped with the Festival had a great time and all agreed it was a great way to help the  
community and the GGEACA.  Come sign up and plan to join your neighbors for a good time and a great charity 
effort! 

http://www.estates-civic.org
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2010 President and Officers 

Disclaimer; Due to the comprehensive nature of any association newsletter, it is impossible to endorse its content simply because issues could arise that 
have not been voted on for the welfare of the general membership. With this in mind, the Golden Gate Estates Area Civic Association does not necessarily 

endorse the content of this publication. 

Peter Gaddy President 
 
Mike R. Ramsey Vice President 
 
Tim Nance Secretary 
 
Marcie Hofmann Treasurer 
 
Patricia Ballard Board Member 

  

Peggy Whitbeck Past President 
 

Gayle Nance  Scholarships 
 

Jim Flanagan Board Member 
 

Bryan Matson Board Member 
 

Tim Wallen Board Member 

Board and Committee Members  

http://www.estates-civic.org
mailto:petergaddy@comcast.net
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January  19th - Wednesday   -   December  GGEACA  Meeting 

   
   

Speaker:  Nicole Ryan / Conservancy of Southwest Florida 

Pastor Steve Wigdahl - Emmanuel Lutheran Church - new proposed Community Center 

 
Time: 7:00 to 9:00 PM              

  Location:  Fire Station # 71 Meeting Room - Corner of Golden Gate Blvd. and 13th St. SW 

 

 

January 25th - Tuesday   -  Board of County Commissioners Meeting 

Time:  9:00 AM  to completion            

  Location:  BCC Chambers, 3rd Floor, Administration Building 

    Collier County government Center 

    3301 Tamiami Tr. E.  Naples, FL  34112 

 

 

January 26th - Wednesday   -  Golden Gate Estates Task Force Meeting ï All Citizens Welcome! 

Time:  8:15AM  to 9:30AM            

  Location:  Big Corkscrew Island Fire and Rescue Dist. meeting room 

    Immokalee Rd. and Randall Blvd. 

 

 

February 2nd - Wednesday   -  GGEACA Board of Directors Meeting ï All members Welcome! 

Time: 7:00 to 9:00 PM              

  Location:  Fire Station # 71 Meeting Room - Corner of Golden Gate Blvd. and 13th St. SW  

 

 

February 6th - Sunday  -  Super Bowl  Sunday! 

 

   

 

February 16th - Wednesday   -   Monthly  GGEACA Meeting   

 Speaker:  Defenders of Wildlife 

Time: 7:00 to 9:00 PM              

  Location:  Fire Station # 71 Meeting Room - Corner of Golden Gate Blvd. and 13th St. SW 

 

http://www.estates-civic.org
http://estates-civic.org/
http://estates-civic.org/
http://estates-civic.org/


The Estates Area Voice http://www.estates-civic.org Page 9 

This Publication has been made possible by: 
The Estates Business Marketplace 
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