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Presidents Message

Greetings to all and a Happy New Year

wish for 2008!! How the last year has flown
by! Reflecting back for just a moment, what
a busy year it was for the Association. Lots of
developing issues to discuss and review and a
host of interesting and informative speakers
made for an action packed year, and a satis-
fying one despite the pace. Time always flies
when you are busy and the growth in Collier
County has kept Estates Area residents hop-
ping with changes and challenges. Through-
out the year GGEACA made many advance-
ments to be proud of in 2007, with wonderful
improvements to the newsletter, an incredi-
ble website, and a very healthy treasury, just
to name a few. All are the result of hard
working members and volunteers, the life-
blood of any active and successful organiza-
tion. With meaningful programming and a
great season for our charity activities, | hope
all of you savor the feeling of accomplish-
ment. Thank you for keeping the Association
strong! For certain, GGEACA is making a
difference in our community and in Collier
County!

All evidence points to 2008 as an equally
busy and challenging year. With growth is-
sues still at the top of the concern list, the
incoming Board of Directors has tall orders
and a high standard to match! | am sure they
will do a great job leading the Association
forward. For my part, | certainly
appreciate your vote of confidence to serve a
second year as your President. | promise my
best effort at keeping up the high standard
we have built together.

And there is much work ahead! How will the
Estates Area survive the growth years ahead?
How will the new towns of Ave Maria and Big

Cypress impact us? What will our community
look like in 2030 and beyond? What about
roads? Will the Estates Area be commercial-
ized? Will urban sprawl steadily work its way
east as it has in coastal Collier? Can arural /
residential community survive in a county
driven primarily by developers and by growth
dollars? The answer is a complex one that no
one knows fully. But one thing is certain:
2030 will be here sooner than you think, and
what the Estates Area will look like will be
determined by many individual and seem-
ingly small decisions. All decisions, however
small, will create the whole, one day at a time.

So get ready for 2008! The time is now to
renew your annual association membership.
Please take a few moments to fill out the at-
tached form and send in your dues for the
coming season. Your continued support will
allow us to keep you up to date with the very
latest information and happenings, and have
a little fun too along the way! Come join your
neighbors at the monthly meetings and let
you voice be heard as we travel into tomor-
row. | look forward to seeing you all in the
months ahead.

Best Regards, Tim
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Wildfires a Severe Threat. Prepare Now!

With our continually worsening drought condi-

tions comes an especially dangerous wildfire season
for the spring of 2008. The South Florida Water
Management District has indicated that regarding
rainfall, the last 2 year period has been the driest on
record since 1932. The drought index is already ap-
proaching 600 and no significant rainfall is forecast
until May brings the start of the summer rainy sea
son. GGEACA is fortunate to have two local experts
on wildfire preparation and management as our
January keynote speakers. Presenting will be Mr.
Victor Hill, Public Information Officer for Golden
Gate Fire and Rescue, and Mr. Gerry LaCavera,
Wildfire Mitigation Specialist with the Florida Divi-
sion of Forestry

Drought and the accompanying threat of wildfires
are potentially serious to our Estates Area rural-
residential setting. Like the Santa Anna winds in
southern California, windy cold fronts during our
winter dry season have the potential to whip small

brush fires into mega disasters for woodland homes.
Our pine Flatwoods habitat with easy to burn native

species such as pines, wax myrtle, palmettos, and

A Second January Speaker:

sabal palms can make any fire a major threat to
structures and life! District 5 Commissioner Jim
Coletta has asked for the help of all civic groups
and County departments to join in a multi -agency
effort to support Emergency Management and col-
lectively get information on wildfire safety and pro-
tective actions to all citizens. Come get great infor-
mation on reducing the threat of Wildfire to your
home and family and help get the word out to your

friends, neighbors, and community.

I _Didnét

Estates For This!!!

The January GGEACA meeting will have a

second interesting presentation, this one re-
garding a controversial commercial develop-
ment proposal for central Golden Gate Es-
tates. Attorney Rich Yavanovich, and Mr. Jay
Bishop of Development Properties, Inc. will
introduce the concept development project,
in short, a proposal for a 35 acre commercial
development at the NW corner of Wilson
Boulevard and Golden Gate Boulevard. The
proposal is for some 200,000 square feet of
mixed-use commercial space.

This project was originally introduced in Feb-
ruary 2007 and was billed at the time, in the
Collier Citizen, as the potential "Fifth Avenue
of the Estates" and included a 'main street'
style layout lined with three story buildings
housing retail on the first floor, office space
on the second, and residential units on the
third floor.

Commercial zoning at this location in Golden
Gate Estates would require an amendment to
the Golden Gate Master Plan recently re-
studied and adopted by the Board of County
Commissioners in 2004. This document is
the overall growth management plan for the
Estates Area and, since its inception, has pro-
tected the Estates from urban sprawl by lim-
iting commercial uses to small, specifically
identified "Neighborhood Centers" dedicated
to convenience uses. The new project pro-
posal would expand allowed commercial zon-
ing at the Wilson / Golden Gate Blvd. corner
location from 5 acres up to approximately 35
acres. The subject property is comprised of 14
parcels extending from Wilson Boulevard west to
3rd St. NW, seven of which currently have homes
on them. Estates Area residents are encouraged
to attend this provocative presentation. g
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New [rrigation Restrictions Effective-innJanuyary 08

Due to the severity of the drought the South Florida Water Management District has.imposed new manda-
tory water restrictions effectivelanuary 15th, 2008For the first time ever, once per week irrigations have been man-

dated to protect our r_eghlonal water supply. The District:action reflects the severity.of ongoing conditions that are ex-
pected to persist until

A section forwarded to us by D ol I |
GGEACA will continue to provide updates and information on water issues to all members and citizens during this
critical time. Our featured speaker for_F_ebrua(XlwnI be Ms. Judy Haner, SFWMD information officer, who will give us
all a detailed update on the water crisis in SW Florida. Those interested can also obtain a wealth of information on

the drought, water use regulations, and water conservation tips at

www.sfwmd.gov
Frequently Asked Questions About Water Restrictions
For residential users.
When-can Collier residents water the lawn?

Beginning January 15, 200irigation is permitted one day a-week. Residents may choose from one of two
owatering windowso on their designated irrigati
properties five acres or less in size, if your address ends in:

e 1 or 2, water on Mondays from 4 a.m. to 8 a.mR from 4 p.m. to 8 p.m.
e 3 or4,water on Wednesdays from 4 a.m. to 8 a@R from 4 p.m. to 8 p.m.
e 5or6, water on Thursdays from 4 a.m. to 8 a.mR from 4 p.m. to 8 p.m.
e 7 0r 8, water on Saturdays from 4 a.m. to 8 a.mR from 4 p.m. to 8 p.m.
e 9or0, water on Sundays from 4 a.m. to 8 a.m= from 4 p.m. to 8 p.m.

e rain%sea.son réturns in May. Below is a summary of thé new restrictions with a brief Q and
ennis Vasey, Supervisor, Seat 3 with the Collier Soil and Water Conservation District.

on

These rules permit new landscape watering only. Homeowners should keep documentation on any|new la
scaping, such as a dated receipt of purchase, in case they are required to provide proof of the installation

When can | water my newly planted landscaping and sod?

New-plantings,.sed or. landscaping insplace. for 30,days or'less.can be watered:

From 2'a.m..to 8 a.m., Mendays, Tuesdays, Wednesdays, Thursdays, Saturdays and Sundays,

on properties five acres orless in size. Irrigation’is not'permitted on Fridays.
Can | water the lawn after applying fertilizer or pesticide?

Yes. You may watar fertilizer or pesticide for 10 minutes after application. This work can be done
day-of the week as long as.a homeowner or technician is present during application.

[ water.my lawn from a well, canal, pond or surface lake. Do thése restrictions apply

any

4

fo me?Yes. Surface and groundwater sources are connected. Water in lakes and canals helps to prote

private and public wells from saltwater intrusion, and helps store rainfall to recharge wells and a
Can | hand-water my lawn?

Yes. You can hand water stressed plants for 10 minutes per day using a single hose with an attaq
matic shut off nozzle.

What other lowvolume watering methods are allowet!

Drip, bubble and micft systems that apply water directly to root plant zones may be used any t

However, a voluntary reduction. in use is encoura\?ed and-apjuloe system should not produce wa-
ter runoff. Watering cans are alscVolume and’can be used anytime.

When can | wash my car or boaihytime. Vehicle washing is not restricted. When washing a

park it over a nepaved or porous surface to limit water runoff, and always attach an autoradtic shut

nozzle to your hose. Limit boat rinsing to 15 minutes after it has been in salt water.

a

Juifers.

thed at

me.

car,
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Election on January 29t/ VOTE!!

All residents are re- significant revision to both the Homestead Ex-
minded to exercise their right to vote in the up- emption and the " Save Our Homes" provisions
coming election on Tuesday, January 29th. In- of the property tax code. Regardless of your po-
cluded will be presidential preference primaries litical conviction, go to the polls! It is one of our

for both major political parties as well as a pro- most democratic processes and a hard won
posed constitutional amendment related to right!help shape the future of our state and

property taxation. Citizens are urged to care- nation. VOTE!
fully consider this proposal as it contains

Southwest Florida Birding and Wildlife Festival

The annual Birding and Wildlife Festi- have an opening reception and book {'r-.WESt Ffo
val will be held Friday through Sunday, signing Friday, January 18th at 6 PM P Y ‘c'qu
January 18th - 20th, at the Rookery Bay and make the keynote presentation at

Environmental Learning Center, 300 7PM. Festival admission is $20, free for

Tower Road, Naples. A variety of activi- kids under 12. Those interested can visit

ties are featured including field trips, the website www.rookerybay.org or call

expert presentations, demonstrations, 239-417-6310 for field trip pricing and

and films. Author Scott Weidensaul will registration.

Fourth East of 951 Horizon Study Public Meeting
January 14th Transportation

Golden Gate Estates Area residents will have an . . o
and Answer session. Obviously, decisions on the

opportunity to learn about the future planning for roads to be built and their location are very impor-
roads and transportation services in eastern Col- tant to our community and rural residential life-
lier County in the Fourth Public Meeting hosted style. You are certainly encouraged to come and
by the East of 951 Infrastructure Committee. participate in this meeting. Bring your thoughts,

opinions, and ideas. All citizens, will have a great
opportunity to provide feedback to planners and
the Committee on your concerns, expectations,

The Fourth Public Participation Meeting on
Transportation will be held

Monday, January 14that 7:00 PM at the UF/ and desires for the future. There will be opportu-
IFAS Agricultural Extension Service Meeting nities to speak and public comment forms will be
Room located at 14700 Immokalee Road (near the available.
Fairgrounds).

There will be a formal presentation by Mr. Nick
Casalanguida and other staff members @ollier
County Transportation. There will be a Question
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Jones Rock Mine Update

An Engineering Firm Selection Committee, com-

prised of 7 citizens concerned with activities related
to continuing operations and expansion at the Jones
Mining Co. met in early December. Formed in re-
sponse to guidelines agreed upon by the Board of
County Commissioners in late September 2007, this
group is charged with selection of an engineering
firm to monitor and evaluate blasting related con-
cerns and damage to nearby Golden Gate Estates
Area residences. GGEACA members Kathy Rai-
mondi, Guy Raimondi, and Karl Vogel serve as
committee members. Indications are that the De-
cember meeting was somewhat contentious and that
progress has been limited. To date, only two engi-
neering firms have submitted proposals, Forge Engi-
neering, Inc. and W.J. Johnson & Associates. Sev-
eral committee members have requested locating
additional firms that have well qualified backgrounds
in mining and blasting related damage apergon
interviews before the final selection of a firm is
made. Concerned members have also called for the
appointment of additional residents to the commit-
tee that are directly affected by the mining activity.

Panther Incidents on the Increase

GGEACA is hopeful that officia

www.estatescivic.orgq Pageb

FILTLE

Is from Jones Mining
Co. will rise to the spirit of the blasting mediation
process agreed upon and facilitate the selection of a
well qualified 3rd party engineering firm. The fact

remains that since 2006 when the Collier County Com
missioners issued the original conditional use permit
for blasting on 626 acres, nearby Estates Area residents
have had almost continuous blasting related com-

plaints. The recent mine expansion was issued by th
BCC for a period of 6 months under the condition that
resident complaints regarding damage to homes could
be successfully addressed by the mining company. A
legitimate and meaningful process is mandatory! Jones
Mining officials and attorney Bruce Anderson made a
brief presentation and answered questions at the

GGEACA meeting on September 19th. Full support
for the resident committee is now needed if the con-
cerns of nearby residents are to be fairly addressed.
Damage to residences is simply unacceptable. The
GGEACA will closely monitor developments regard-
ing the Jones Mine and encourages all Golden Gate
Area citizens affected by activity at Jones Mine to get
involved in the resolution process.

%

Residents have reason for concern as

incidents involving panthers are seemingly
on the increase in rural areas including
Golden Gate Estates. Many Estates Area
citizens are familiar with the panther at-
tacks on goats and other domestic animals
that occurred in the Garland Road area of
Northern Belle Meade in early 2007.
These incidents resulted in many animal
owners starting to protect their livestock

at night with specialized enclosures. Re-
cently several other incidents have oc-
curred. In early December a panther was
watched as it attacked and killed a house
cat on the second story deck of a home on
Kapok Street in N. Belle Meade. Within
several days a panther was seen looking
through sliding glass doors at young chil-
dren off of 12th St. NE in the nearby Es-
tates. Most recently, in a story that was
broadcast on several TV networks, a pan-
ther was noticed stalking children at play
off of Dove Tree St. in the N. Belle

Meade. The big cat was chased away by

gunfire from neighboring parents. Florid4
panthers have traditionally been described fg
as shy, secretive creatures. With the into-
duction of more aggressive cougars from
Texas into SW Florida, hum@panther
conflict was only a matter of time. Not
only were cats released into the 900,000+
acres of publicly owned conservation
lands in Collier County, but also very near ™
rural residential areas and small home- |
steads including the Estates Area. Simp
stated, we are now facing threats from
major predators. All residents living in |
rural areas should be mindful of domestid
animal and child safety, especially early if
the morning and as dusk approaches. Pg@
icy and public attitude regarding the intro
duction of predatory species near popu-
lated areas will certainly change as humg
attacks occur. In the meantime, Be :
Aware! Those interested can go to an
informative link on cougar incidents at:

www.cougarinfo.org/attacks3.htm

ter
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President: Tim Nance nanceq@earthlink.net

| Vice Pres: Peter Gaddy petergaddy@embarqgmail.com

| Treasurer: Peqgqy Whitbeck pegwhitbeck@aol.com

| Secretary: Rick Haylock rickhaylock@yahoo.com

| Past Pres. Richard Smith seasmith442002@yahoo.com
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Disclaimer; Due to the comprehensive nature of any association newsletter, it is impossible to endorse its content simply d:mMm'esdsﬂMave

| not been voted on for the welfare of the general membership. With this in mind, the Golden Gate Estates Area Cividodssuaiiatéressarily ehdor

‘ the content of this publication.
A A TN A T A e A N e T s A IR N i N A e A N e A A RN e B A A N A N s e A N e E A RN K N el

Special Thanks

A special thank you to all GGEACA members who so generously supported ouifoys for Tots
drive for Christmas 2007. Thanks in part to your generosity and hard work Collier Toys for
Tots was able to distribute over 23,000 toys and over 600 bicycles to needy Collier children

this season. In addition to the holidays, Tots also supports Collier Social Services, the Shelter

for Abused Women and Children, Foster families, and numerous other social agencies
throughout the year. Many special donations were received from GGEACA members. Mem-
bers working for Collier County Code Enforcement provided a special surprise at our annual
Christmas party bringing in several bikes purchased from their fund -raising events! Thanks
to all GGEACA members for a spectacular effort this year!
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This Publication has been made possible by

Yahl Mulching & Recycling, Inc
Horticultural Dump Site

John Fillmore

Owner/Manager

2250 Washburn Ave
Naples, Fl 34117

239-352-7888

Fax:239-352-4649

15-20-30 Yard Dumpsters/On Site Grinding
Organic Compost Topsoil

Ramsey Inc.

Environmental Consulting, Wetlands Permitting,
Endangered Species & Septic Site Evaluations

Michael R. Ramsey
President
e-mail: ramsey.inc@earthlink.net
‘www.ramseyinc.net

Phone: 239.564.1660
Fax: 866.334.1496
2631 4th St. NW
Naples, FL 34120

Guar an.s;‘g?l’wadise

24 Hour Emergency Water Removal

Residential, Commercial & Marine

B%B Specializing in
=Y. Carpet & Upholstery
Tile * Grout Cleaning

X
RS Established 1989

KIM KELSEY, IICRC,

Certified Master Cleaning Technician CHRIS & RYAN

Licensed & Insured #890437 Technicians

(239) 455-2878 (Bust) Fax (239) 455-0470

NS

Seaside Properties
G, R MILLY MERCADO
N J N 239-304-0176 HOME 239-821-3491 CELL
CRETE: 239-304-2005 FAX 305-609-7784 CELL
455-0450 643-2262- 599 9TH ST. N. SUITE 313 NAPLES, FL 34102
CARROLL & CARROLL, INC.
Real Estate Appraisers & Consultants
GREG BOWER DIXIE DIRT MOVERS INC
STATE CERTIFIED RESIDENTIAL REA¥ RD5791 2250 WASHBURN AVE.

2500 Airport Road South
Suite #206
Naples, FL 34112-4867

Office: 239-775-1147
Fax: 239-775-2154

NAPLES, FL 34117

www.carrollandcarroll.com GregB@carrollandcarroll.com Teresa & John Fillmore owners (239)352-0079
Board of County Commissioners (
7, 7
JIM COLETTA & 2N
COMMISSIONER, DISTRICT 5
JimColetta@colliergov.net
(239) 774-8391 OFFICE 3301 TAMIAMI TRAIL EAST M"-As n “ n!
(239) 774-3602 FAX NAPLES, FLORIDA 34112 348.24' l
W‘&D&e PA ECOWATER

Chris Dike
Broker Associate, TRC

n ikechgsdike@toastvinNapl.es.com
.toastyinNaples.com
£

239-601-3174
Fax: 230-331-5235

REALTY SELECT

15205 Collier Blvd, Naples, FL

RS e T

Division of Golden Gate Well Drilling

N>~

SINCE 1925.
ROBERT MAST
President
1822 40th Terrace S.W.
Naples, Florida 34116 ISQ'%

Phone (239) 455-3131
Fax (239) 455-8789

SAVING THE WORLD'S WATER. ONE TAP AT A TIME

NS




