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As you read this article, perhaps a dozen families are busy packing up their picture books, heirlooms and whatever 

personal belongings they can salvage as they proceed to the end stage of the foreclosure process. This sad scenario 
has been going on daily for the last three years. The loss of hope and the human misery suffered has been well 
documented by the Daily News. Overpriced homes and loss of jobs turned out to be a toxic combination for far 
too many Collier County residents. 

The rumor is that while Rome burned to the ground, Emperor Nero fiddled. While the last time I checked we do 
not have an emperor in Collier, we do have a county government perfectly capable of turning a blind eye to the 
worst economic crisis in state history. 

While over 46 percent of South Florida homeowners find themselves under water in their home mortgages, our 
County Commission is busy laying the groundwork for another ad valorem tax increase, establishing a new tax line 
item in the form of a Childrenõs Tax Trust to be controlled by county big shots, increasing government debt to 
expand the zoo, and setting up a corporate welfare program under the guise of the Jackson Laboratory proposal. 

Jackson Lab seems to be a fine research lab which specializes in mouse genetics. Its proposal, which involves build-
ing a research facility in Collier County, would involve the application of genetic research to the treatment of hu-
man diseases. This worthwhile endeavor would initially bring about 200 new jobs to Collier. More jobs could po-
tentially be created in the future if a research hospital is built and a biotechnology òclusteró develops in Collier. 

According to Fred Coyle, current chairman of the County Commission, he has requested of Jackson the business 
plan in order to determine exactly how much money Jackson will need and when. I submit that the Jackson Lab 
business plan is irrelevant. What really matters is the business plan for the people of Collier County. I am sure that 
Jackson Labõs business plan will show benefit to Jackson. The issue is what Collier County can expect for its invest-
ment. There has been no independent study of ultimate benefit to our countyõs residents. 

There has, however, been a statewide study. The state Legislatureõs independent Office of Program Policy Analysis 
& Government Accountability (OPPAGA) has done an analysis of the benefits of state funding for biotechnology 
research. I quote from the report: òAlthough the Innovative Incentive Program has invested over ($)449 million to 
bring seven major biotechnology research institutes to the state, this investment has not yet resulted in the growth 
of technology clusters in the counties where program grantees have established facilities.ó 

The report goes on to suggest that the development of significant biotechnology clusters may take decades. Factors 
useful for cluster development include a skilled work force and specific research programs at state and private uni-
versities. 

If the return on investment were delayed by decades, the cost to Collier would not be sustainable. County indebt-
edness has risen from $215,448,000 in 2002 to $789,594,000 in 2008. Jackson Lab is seeking an initial grant of $130 
million in taxpayer funds. Additional funds would be required for cluster development. Total cost and interest be-
fore there is any payoff could easily exceed $1 billion. 

Based upon the only independent research available, the OPPAGA report, the establishment of a biotechnology 
cluster in Collier is contraindicated for a number of reasons. The proposed facility would be located in an isolated 
area, far from Interstate 75 and metropolitan Collier. We have no skilled work force, no institutions of higher learn-
ing complementary to cluster development, insufficient financial resources, poor transportation and an existing 
unsustainable debt burden. 

Coyle has stated that a decision will be made by July when the millage rate must be set. Apparently no public de-
bate or independent analysis will occur. 

No doubt that the location of Jackson would be a big benefit to the investors in Ave Maria, but if county govern-
ment needs to go into the development business and is truly concerned with the economic plight of its residents, it 
should consider affordable activities which have the potential to benefit jobless residents who are here now, not 
those who may be here 30 years from now. 

The OPPAGA report may be found at: www.oppaga.state.fl.us/MonitorDocs/Reports/pdf/1005rpt.pdf 

http://www.estates-civic.org
http://www.naplesnews.com/news/topic/jackson-laboratory/
http://www.naplesnews.com/news/topic/fred-coyle/
http://www.oppaga.state.fl.us/MonitorDocs/Reports/pdf/1005rpt.pdf
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Before                                                          During                                                         After      

FLORIDA FRIENDLY LANDSCAPE  
DEMONSTRATION PROJECT  Presented by Water Symposium of  Florida and City of  

Marco Island  

The Water Symposium of Florida, Inc, a non-profit group dedicated to the education of water conservation and  

improvement of water quality in our community and has a proud and established history of projects promoting water  
conservation and information. Since 2000, WSF has provided our area with opportunities to build and evaluate projects,  
attend lectures by industry representatives, and participate in numerous social and water conservation activities. This project 
is the result of a successful partnership between the Water Symposium of Florida, Big Cypress Basin and  
City of Marco Island.  

This is a Florida-Friendly Landscape Ê (FFL) project which means we have utilized low maintenance plants and  

environmentally sustainable practices. New land use policies, consumer demand, and the economy are driving changes in 
landscape design and maintenance in residential and commercial developments and Water Symposium of Florida wants to 
help foster that change in our community as well. Florida-friendly landscaping conserves water and protects the environment 
through the use of native and drought-tolerant landscaping, with proper maintenance and water-wise irrigation. By following 
the following principles of a FFL, you will be well on your way to saving water and enjoying a beautiful Florida yard!  

PRINCIPALS OF FLORIDA -FRIENDLY LANDSCAPE Ê  
 

Right Plant, Right Place: Plants selected to suit a specific site will require minimal amounts of water, fertilizers and  
pesticides.  
 

Water Efficiently: Irrigate only when your lawn needs water. Efficient watering is the key to a healthy yard and  
conservation of limited resources.  
 

Fertilize Appropriately: Less is often best. Over-use of fertilizers can be hazardous to your yard and the  
environment.  
 

Mulch: Maintain two to three inches of mulch to help retain soil moisture, prevent erosion and suppress weeds.  
 

Attract Wildlife: Plants in your yard that provide food, water and shelter can conserve Florida's diverse wildlife.  
 

Manage Yard Pests Responsibly: Unwise use of pesticides can harm people, pets, beneficial organisms and the  
environment.  
 

Reduce Storm water Runoff: Water running off your yard can carry pollutants, such as fertilizer, pesticides, soil and  
debris that can harm water quality. Reduction of this runoff will help prevent pollution.  
 

Protect the Waterfront: Waterfront property, whether on a river, stream, pond, bay or beach, is very fragile and should be 
carefully protected to maintain freshwater and marine ecosystems.  

 

This project would not have been made possible without the generous  

donations and contributions of:  

 
 

Michael Ramsey, Ecological Consultant, Ramsey Inc. Michael Spencer, Landscape Architect, MSA Designs, Inc Tim Nance, 
Horticulture Consultant, Gro Techniques Consulting Perkins Nursery  

J&J Palms Shellscape Florida TransGro/Superior Plant Company Affordable Landscape Island Gardeners  

http://www.estates-civic.org
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Summer by  Giuseppe Arcimboldo 

Spring Fling a Gala Affair!! 
 

Our May spring party was a great success as over 70 members joined for a wonderful spring social. 

The variety of delicious dishes prepared made for a great meal thoroughly enjoyed by all.  Many mentioned that recipes 
should definitely be shared!! 
At the party some impromptu business was conducted as Mr. Michael Hyde from Jackson Laboratory joined us and 
gave a brief introduction to business proposals with Collier County under consideration.  Mr. Hyde will present a more 
complete presentation as one of our June 16th meeting speakers. 
 
Members were especially pleased to be joined by our 2010 High School scholarship recipients Corina Rionda, and 
Franklin Caldwell, and family members.  We all wish them the greatest success in their continuing education!! 
Thanks to all members who worked on preparations, brought the wonderful dishes, and joined in this great party!! A 
special thanks to Linda Wallen who arranged all the summer door prizes that were enjoyed by all.  Thanks for a great 
time!!  We all look forward to the Christmas Party and good times together with good friends and neighbors! 

Two Outstanding Guest Speakers for June 
 

Our June meeting will feature two interesting speakers on current topics of interest to all Estates Area and Collier 

residents.  Dan Summers, Director of the Collier County Bureau of Emergency Services, will update us on projec-
tions for the upcoming hurricane season and the capabilities of our local emergency management team. We will also 
hear a presentation by Michael Hyde, Vice President for Advancement and External Relations for Jackson Labora-
tory.  Mr. Hyde will speak on the controversial proposal to open a Florida branch of Jackson Laboratories near Ave 
Maria to be supported by a donation of $260 million of state and local tax dollars. There will be lots of interesting 
information on these hot topics and plenty of time for questions and answer, so come join in the discussion. 

Time for Summer Break!  See you in September! 
 
Summertime will soon shift into high gear in SW Florida with the onset of the rainy season, and the season for vaca-
tions and a much needed break.  With school out of session, family commitments, and local government slowing 
down for vacations, the GGEACA typically also takes a recess during the summer months. 
Our June 16th Meeting will be our last one for the summer with No regularly scheduled Membership Meet-
ings in July or August.   
Over the summer we may send out communications on items of interest through e-mail alerts or posting on the 
Website, and the BOD may communicate if issues arise, but we currently plan no formal meetings.  Members are 
encouraged to attend our next Regular Membership meeting on Wednesday, September 15th, so mark your calendars 
and bring your ideas!  In the meantime, enjoy the summertime.  Go fishing. Take in a ballgame.  Drink an extra lem-
onade.  Or just sit back and enjoy the majesty of the cypress forest or the pine flat woods in the summer. 
See you all in September! 

http://www.estates-civic.org
http://estates-civic.org/
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Enjoy the City Coupon Books for sale -  

June Meeting Only!! 
 

This year, Estates Civic will once again offer the Enjoy the City coupon book to members.  This book is an outstanding 

value and is loaded with discounts to dozens of popular area stores, restaurants, and businesses.  The book costs $20.00 but 
will quickly return your investment.  There are four $5.00 off coupons for the grocery store on the second page!!  Other 
valuable coupons include price reductions and offers at Pizza Hut, Dominos, and Papa John's, Taco Bell, Subway, Stevie 
Tomato's, Noodle's, Dunkin' Donuts, Wynn's Market, Ace Hardware, and dozens of other area shops and businesses.  
There are even discounts for Miracle baseball tickets!  Coupons are good through 2010. 
Save Money, support GGEACA, and have a little fun this summer at bargain prices!! 
Enjoy the City Coupon books will be sold only at the June 16th Meeting so be sure to attend and get one or two for your 
family or a friend. If you cannot attend the June meeting, but would like to reserve a book please call Peter Gaddy at 353-
7330 or Tim Nance at 641-5414. 

 

June-teenth Celebration - a Great Summer  Event 
 

Residents looking for a great early summer event should consider attending the 

"Juneteenth Celebration" to be held at Sugden Regional Park on Saturday, June 19th.  Sponsored by the NAACP, 
this great outdoor event features live entertainment, a wide variety of food vendors, games, swimming, pony 
rides, a ski show, a waterslide, and many other activities for young and old alike.  Activities will be held from  
11:00AM  to 5:00PM at  Sugden Regional Park, 4284 Avalon Drive, Naples. 

 Come join the summer celebration with a great event!! 

Estates Business Marketplace for June 
 

At our June meeting we will hear from long time Estates Area resident Mike Frye.  Mike and his wife Judy 

have been GGEACA members for many years and have recently opened a new business offering special paint 
finishes and outdoor graphics. Mike will introduce us to his innovative services and products which are sure to 
be of interest to hunters, fishermen, and sportsmen across SW Florida. 
Welcome Mike! 
 
GGEACA supports area business owners and appropriate home-based businesses in the Estates Area!  Come 
learn about your neighbors and the services they offer!!  We look forward to hearing from these and other Es-
tates Area business owners.  To participate in the Estates Business Marketplace and to introduce your business at 
a GGEACA meeting and advertise  in the Estates Area Voice, the GGEACA newsletter, contact President Peter 
Gaddy at 353-7330, any Association Board Member, or contact us at our website: www.estates-civic.org 

http://www.estates-civic.org
http://estates-civic.org/
http://estates-civic.org/
http://estates-civic.org/
http://estates-civic.org/
http://estates-civic.org/
http://estates-civic.org/


The Estates Area Voice http://www.estates-civic.org Page 6 

Golden Gate Fire District Facing Serious Cutbacks 
 

Budget estimates for 2010 are indicating a continuing crisis for local fire districts across SW Florida, and our local 

districts serving the Estates Area may be among the most seriously impacted.  Chief Robert Metzger of the 
Golden Gate Fire and Rescue District has indicated that he has been told to expect a decrease in assessed property 
values in the district of 23.6%!!  Neighboring Big Corkscrew Island Fire and Rescue is facing an even more serious 
shortfall of  over 35%!!  Both of these fire districts serve the Estates Area with needed structure and wildfire fight-
ing capabilities.  This situation is made more complicated by movements to consolidate fire districts, all of which 
are struggling with different funding  issues and problems. 
 
Despite the generosity of residents to raise millage rates and support the district in the last election season, there 
will be a shortfall in funds due to the continued loss in property values. Chief Metzger is currently expecting to be 
forced to lay off firefighting personnel and close stations.  He has indicated he will be meeting with area residents 
in the months ahead to keep them informed and to try and make the best decisions under the circumstances. 
Although we were fortunate to have a safe wildfire season this past winter, all Estates Area residents know our 
greatest risk for a serious natural disaster is from area wildfires.  The loss of firefighters, equipment, and service 
could have a serious impact in our community and to the safety of our homes, families, and neighbors.  The im-
pact of this down economy on our emergency and essential services is indeed a serious development.  GGEACA 
will keep area residents informed on this important issue and urge all citizens to follow this problem closely. 

  

School District Update 
 

Citizens and Friends; 

 
By the time you receive this the school year will be over and summer activities will be in full swing.  For most 
of the students it is vacation time, but school personnel will be working hard preparing for the next school 
year.  The School Board is no different, and we will have many important issues to deal with over the next three 
months. 
Things never stay the same in life and education.  One of the biggest challenges will be Senate Bill 4.  This Bill 
will change the graduation requirements for each incoming Freshman High School class for the next seven 
years.  If you are a parent of an incoming Freshman, make sure you know the requirements for your son or 
daughter.  If you want to read more about Senate Bill 4, go to the School District website and read this month's 
Collier Connection, the District's monthly newsletter.  Three School Board Members address this important issue 
in the newsletter. 
We  will also be having the evaluation of the School District Superintendent in July and 
August.  The Attendance/Credit Denial Policy, and the District budget will also be major 
discussion items over the next two months.  All in all I think it has been a positive school 
year, but I know the students and teachers are ready for a break.  If you have any questions, 
comments on the above topics, or any other need to contact me, I invite you  to E-mail me 
at terryro@collier.k12.fl.us, or call me at (239)377-0488.  Together we can do better.   
Thank you for your time and Best Regards, 
  
Roy M. Terry 
School Board Member, District 5 
 

http://www.estates-civic.org
http://estates-civic.org/
mailto:terryro@collier.k12.fl.us
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Summertime by  Mary Cassatt 

Estates Area Regional Park Discussed 
 

A meeting is to be held on June 10th  regarding consideration of a regional park planned for the northern Estates 

Area known as the Big Corkscrew Island Regional Park.  This park is planned for a parcel of land located north of 
Oil well Road (CR 858) and just east of the Collier County Fairgrounds.  An existing small lake is included in the 
parcel. 
 
Collier County Parks Director Barry Willoughby will give an introductory presentation on Thursday, June 10th 
beginning at 6:30PM at the UF / IFAS Collier County Extension Center Meeting Room at 14700 Immokalee Rd. 
(near the Fairgrounds).  Further discussion on funding for parks will also take place at the June 22nd meeting of 
the Board of County Commissioners. 
 
Community discussion of the future park and the current possibilities for funding have been promoted by Estates 
resident Annette Kniola.  If you are interested in getting involved with Estates park planning or would like more 
information on the new proposed Estates Area  regional park, please attend the meetings or contact Annette at 
DAKNIOLA@aol.com or by phone at 353-3311. 
 

Important Elections coming in 2010  
Candidate Forum July 12th 
 

The busy election season for fall 2010 will soon begin with the primary election to be held Tuesday, August 

24th.  Early voting will be offered beginning August 9th!  This election will feature the party primaries for 
many elected offices and will decide the winner in several state and local contests including our Estates Area 
State Representative in District 101, and our District 5 School Board Member.  Once again the GGEACA is 
volunteering an "Adopt-A-Poll" team to conduct the operations of one of the polls as an Association fund 
raiser. 
To inform you for the upcoming elections, GGEACA is once again a co-sponsor of a local Candidate Forum.  
We have once again joined with the Golden Gate Civic Assoc., NAACP, and HOAGGE to introduce you to 
candidates in important local contests  the evening of Monday, July 12th at 6:30PM at the Golden Gate Com-
munity Center.  Come to the Forum, meet the candidates, and learn about their qualifications and positions on 
important issues!! 
There is no more American right than our right to vote.  Even if you are not yet registered to vote there is still 
time!  Please see the Community Calendar for deadlines and information.  Interested citizens are urged to reg-
ister with the local supervisor of elections office at least 29 days prior to the election.  Forms to register are 
also available at any public library.  For additional information call 252-8450. 
Exercise your right as an American!  Please stay informed, learn about the candidates and issues, and Vote!! 

http://www.estates-civic.org
mailto:DAKNIOLA@aol.com
http://estates-civic.org/
http://estates-civic.org/
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Bulletin Board 

2010 President and Officers 

 

 

Tim Wallen Board Member 

 

Gayle Nance  Scholarships 

 

Marcie Hofmann Treasurer 

 

Bryan Matson Board Member 

Disclaimer; Due to the comprehensive nature of any association newsletter, it is impossible to endorse its content simply because issues could arise that have not been voted 
on for the welfare of the general membership. With this in mind, the Golden Gate Estates Area Civic Association does not necessarily endorse the content of this publication. 

 

 

Peter Gaddy President 

 

Mike R. Ramsey Vice President 

 

Tim Nance Secretary 

 

Jim Flanagan Board Member 

 

 
  

2010 Board and Committee Members  

http://www.estates-civic.org
mailto:kc4ssd@gmail.com
mailto:nanceg@earthlink.net
mailto:marcieszoo@embarqmail.com
mailto:Bymatson@gmail.com
mailto:petergaddy@comcast.net
mailto:Michael.R.Ramsey@RamseyInc.net
mailto:nanceg@earthlink.net
mailto:Jflan241@aol.com
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June  16th - Wednesday   -   June  GGEACA Meeting Speaker:  Dan Summers- Director,  Collier County  
Emergency Management 
Speaker:  Michael Hyde, VP for Advancement and External Relations / Jackson Laboratory   
"Enjoy the City"   Coupon Book Sales!!!!! 

Time: 7:00 to 9:00 PM              
  Location:  Fire Station # 71 Meeting Room - Corner of GGate Blvd. and 13th St. SW 
 

June  19th - Saturday -  "Juneteenth Celebration" 
Collier NAACP Summer Festival - All Citizens Welcome! 
Live Entertainment, Food, Games, Swimming, Ski Show, Pony Rides, Waterslide 

Time:  11:00AM  to 5:00PM            
  Location:  Sugden Regional Park, 4284 Avalon Drive, Naples 
 

June  22nd - Tuesday   -   Board of County Commissioners Meeting -  Public Meeting 
Agenda Item:  Consideration of Public Funding for Jackson Laboratory - $130 Million 

Time: 9:00 AM      Note:    Time Certain for this agenda item TBD    
  Location:  County Commission Chambers - 3rd Floor Bldg. F / County Government Center  

3301 E. Tamiami Trail, Naples 
 

June  23rd - Wednesday   -  Golden Gate Estates Task Force Meeting ð All Citizens Welcome! 
Time:  8:15AM  to 9:30AM            

  Location:  Big Corkscrew Island Fire and Rescue Dist. meeting room 
    Immokalee Rd. and Randall Blvd. 
 

July 12th - Monday -   Candidates Forum  
Meet candidates and Candidate Forum for Elections 2010 
Sponsored by Golden Gate Civic Assoc., GGEACA, NAACP, HOAGGE 
Moderator:  Dave Elliot 

Time:  6:30 PM  Meet and Greet, 7:00PM Forum              
  Location:  Golden Gate Community Center - 4701 Golden Gate Parkway 
 

July 26th - Monday   -  Deadline for Registering to vote in Primary Election 
 

July 31st - Saturday   -  Yard Sale ð All Citizens Welcome! 
Time:  7:00AM  to 2:00PM            

  Location:  Max Hasse Community Park, 3390 Golden Gate Blvd. West 
 

August   4th - Wednesday   -  GGEACA Board of Directors Meeting ð All members Welcome! 
Time: 7:00 to 9:00 PM              

  Location:  Fire Station # 71 Meeting Room - Corner of Golden Gate Blvd. and 13th St. SW 
 

August  9th - Monday   -  Early Voting Begins - Primary Election  
 

August  24th - Tuesday   -  Primary Election Day           Please Vote!! 
 

September  15th - Wednesday   -   September GGEACA Meeting  
Welcome Back!! 
Program:  Introduction to Big Brothers, Big Sisters of SW Florida 
 

Time: 7:00 to 9:00 PM              
  Location:  Fire Station # 71 Meeting Room - Corner of Golden Gate Blvd. and 13th St. SW 

 

http://www.estates-civic.org
http://estates-civic.org/
http://estates-civic.org/
http://estates-civic.org/
http://estates-civic.org/
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The Estates Business Marketplace 

This Publication has been made possible by: 

http://www.estates-civic.org

