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Conservation District. Dennis will give us an update on thérsepen Strand Conservation Apeaject. The
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Horsepen Strand is comprised of approximately 34 square miles of wetland habitat in eastern Golden Gate

Estates and North Belle Meade. The Strand extends north to south from the Corkscrew Swamp to the Pica
yune Strand State Forest. The goal of the project is to provide surface water conservation and managemer|

environmental protection and conservation, and to reduce freshwater runoff into Naples Bay.
Come hear an update on this ambitious and controversial project.
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PUBLIC INFORMATION MEETING

oulevard Interchange Justification Report

Wednesday, June 3, 2009, from 5-7 p.m.
Palmetto Elementary School
3000 10th Avenue S.E., Naples

¢ Collier County Transportation Services Division is hosting an informational
meeting on a county project to evaluate the need for a new interchange
on |-75/Alligator Alley between Collier Boulevard (CR 951) and SR 29.

¢ There will not be a formal presentation.

* Business and property owners, residents and visitors are welcome to stop
in any time between 5-7 p.m. to discuss the project and ask questions of
Collier County staff and their representatives.

Members of the Board of County Commissioners may be in attendance at
this public information meeting. If you are a person with a disability who
needs any accommodation in order to participate in this proceeding, you are
entitled, at no cost to you, to the provision of certain assistance. Please con-
tact the Collier County Facilities Management Department located at 3301
East Tamiami Trail, Naples, Florida 34112, (239) 252-8380 at least two days

For more information call: prior to the meeting; assisted listening devices for the hearing impaired are
(239) 252-8192 available in the County Commissioners’ Office.
No. 231121706 May 24, 31, 2009
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Collier County Spending Spree Continues in 2008

Collier Commissioners are often criticized for their judgment and action. To a certain extent pub-

lic criticism is normal, and comes with the holding of any political office. There is one area, however, in
which our current Commission is beyond compare. The 2008 numbers are finally in, and our commission-
ers continue to excel in their ability to spend tax dollars. According to State of Florida records, total expen-
ditures in Collier County for 2008 exceedell 14 Billion dollars. From 2000 to 2008, expenditures of tax
cnkk > gr gnrd nudq 1//% ctghmf °~ shld vgdm sgd b
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take an accountant to realize that this tax and spend management style of our local government is unsustajn-

able.

What about the future?Impact fees are down and your tax dollars may well continue to be used to
pay for growth in the eastern part of the county. It is widely expected that budget proposals for 2010 will
raise property tax millage rates and many fees to maintain local government at current levels and support
the Collier County spending addiction.

When can we expect the appropriate downsizing of government bureaucracy and administrative
overhead? When can we expect that basic services like libraries will become higher priorities than gold
plated landscape projects? All citizens should watch the upcoming budget process and debate with great i
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and prioritize. Collateral DamageSorry about the fact thalyou may have lost your job, are unable to pay
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Consider the information in the Table below. You be the judge!

Snapshot of Population Growth and Spending in Collier County 2000 to 2008*

Category Year 2000 Year 2006 Year 2008 Percentage
Increase

Population 251,649 314,649 315,258** 25.2%

Total Expendi- | $367,703,513.00 | $1,031,036,734.00 | $1,140,217,433.00 210%

tures

Continued on page 7

n_
nudc
hr E




