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M`xƍr `mmt`kSpring Fling Party was a great success and lots of fun for 

all who attended.  Over 50 members feasted on an outstanding selection 

of delicious covered dishes, salads, and deserts.  Deserts were all the more 

special as Jim Flanagan sent in his special Chocolate-Chip cookies in ab-

sentia, and we were treated to six delicious Key Lime pies donated by 

ƏAnƐ A`qbk`x neQ`mcxƍr Ehrgl`qjds Qdrs`tq`ms-  Everyone went away 

stuffed. 

Several Enjoy the City Coupon Books were raffled as door prizes and 

thanks given to all who sold the Coupon Books for the Association fund 

raiser. Everyone was once again happy to share desert with the dedicated 

firefighters and staff from Fire Station #71 and to thank them for their 

continued service to the Estates Area community. 

Thanks to everyone who brought their best goodies for a fun,  

entertaining evening!! 

For all Dates, Times, and Information regarding Important County Meetings, Please refer to:  

http://www.estates-civic.org/Calendar.html  

Spring Fling Dinner 

FFD@B@ Neehbh`k ƏCdrrdqs S`rsd SdrsdqrƐ 

http://www.estates-civic.org
http://www.estates-civic.org/Calendar.html
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Our spring party in May was a great success as over 50 members came together to socialize 

and enjoy a wide variety of wonderful dishes prepared by our GGEACA members. Many 

ldmshnmdc sg`s qdbhodr rgntkc ad rg`qdc ax otakhrghmf ` FFD@B@ Ldladqƍr Bnnj Annj-

Special thanks to all who shared their delectable dishes! Overwhelming attendance encouraged 

many suggestions that we plan another spring social for next year!  

 

GGEACA works through the Summer!   

Summertime is officially here as indicated by the onset of our rainy season. With school out 

for the year, family commitments, and local government slowing down for vacations, the 

GGEACA typically takes a recess during the summer months. This year it was decided by the 

Board of Directors and GGEACA Members to continue our meetings in July and August.  

 

We have planned two special meetings for the summer. Itkxƍr lddshmf we are pleased to offer 

a training course on the Neighborhood Watch Program given by Corporal Lee Van Gelder of 

the Collier County Sheriff's Office. The Golden Gate Estates Area has many unique security 

issues and concerns. The Neighborhood Watch Program is a great way to get to know your 

neighbors and work together to ensure safety for our families. Join us and bring your 

neighbors along for an interesting and educational training class!  

  

Our August meeting brings a special guest, Frank Oakes, the owner of Food & Thought in 

Naples. Frank will speak with us about the benefits of organic food. While we weather the 

present economic conditions, the price of our food continues to rise while the quality and 

availability of fresh, nutritional food diminishes. Come learn about the healthy and tasty bene-

fits of organic food and join our garden club to learn how to grown your own!  

 

Over the summer we may send out communications on items of interest through e-mail alerts 

or postings on our website. The GGEACA BOD may communicate directly if issues arise, but 

we currently do not plan to publish a newsletter for July or August. Members are encouraged 

to visit our website, www.estates-civice.org, for the latest calendar and issue updates. 

 

Peggy Whitbeck 

 
 

http://www.estates-civic.org
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Sghr Lnmsgƍr Rod`jdq 

Estates Business Marketplace  

A t our June meeting we will hear from two very active Estates Area business owners. 

GGEACA Board member Mike Ramsey is a long time Florida resident, conservationist, and environmental expert.  Because 

of his experience, Mike is the lead GGEACA representative with area Fire Districts in development of the Estates Area 

Wildfire Mitigation Plan.  He will introduce us to his environmental consulting and services business, Ramsey, Inc. 

 Summer is an especially busy time for Estates businessman Tim Wallen.  A very active GGEACA member and 

strong Estates advocate, Tim will introduce members to his full service refrigeration and residential air conditioning business 

Air Conditioning by Commercial.    

GGEACA supports area business owners and appropriate home-based businesses in the Estates Area!  Come learn 

about your neighbors and the services they offer!!  We look forward to hearing from these and other Estates Area business 

owners.  To participate in the Estates Business Marketplace and to advertise in the 

Estates Area Voice, the GGEACA newsletter, contact President Peggy Whitbeck at 353-2367, any Association Board Mem-

ber, or contact us at our website: www.estates-civic.org 

Jtmdƍr Lddshmf vhkk ed`stqd ` oqdrdms`shnm ax Bnk- Cdmmhr U`rdx+ Rtodquhrnq vhsg sgd Bnkkhdq Rnhk `mc V`sdq

Conservation District.  Dennis will give us an update on the Horsepen Strand Conservation Area project.  The 

Horsepen Strand is comprised of approximately 34 square miles of wetland habitat in eastern Golden Gate 

Estates and North Belle Meade.  The Strand extends north to south from the Corkscrew Swamp to the Pica-

yune Strand State Forest.  The goal of the project is to provide surface water conservation and management, 

environmental protection and conservation, and to reduce freshwater runoff into Naples Bay. 

Come hear an update on this ambitious and controversial project. 

http://www.estates-civic.org
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New Estates-Civic Logo  

You may have noticed the new logo debuting on the April and May editions of the Estates Area Voice.  Our 

webmaster circulated two updated logo prototypes for consideration at the March GGEACA membership meet-

ing.  The membership has voted, and this outstanding new logo will soon be utilized on all GGEACA print ma-

terials and correspondence! 

 

Estates-Civic promotional materials including shirts, hats, bumper stickers and other gift items will also be con-

sidered and developed in the months ahead.  Board member David Hauenstein will be heading up a committee 

of members to design and offer these items for sale at a new   

Estates-Civic Store.  All interested members should contact David at the June meeting to get involved and help 

with this exciting project.  Join in!!  Get involved and show your civic pride with this new promotional effort!! 

Poll Worker Volunteers Complete Busy Election Season  

A very important source of funding for Estates-Civic activities and charity donations has been the Adopt A Poll 

program through the Collier County Supervisor of Elections.  The May 12
th

 Fire District referendum was the 

final election until fall 2010. 

 

The GGEACA members who have volunteered many hours of their time in this program over the past busy 

election season in 2008 and 2009 deserve special recognition. 

Our Very Special Thanks        to Clerk Peggy Whitbeck, Assistant Clerks, Greg Bower, Gayle Nance, 

and Jim Flanagan, Inspectors Pat Ballard, Rita Caskey, Judy Frye, Mike Frye, Rick Haylock, Patrick Leon, Tim 

Nance, Richard Plummer, and Deputy Scott Plummer!! 

 

These dedicated members have served their community and represented the Golden Gate Estates Area 

Civic Association well.  Thank You for your hard work, dedication, and outstanding Civic Service!! 

http://www.estates-civic.org
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Our Golden Gate Estates Area Civic Association Student Scholarships for 2008-09 were awarded on 

Monday, May 18
th

 at Palmetto Ridge High School.  The annual Awards Ceremony was held in the 

High School Auditorium beginning at 7:00pm and was open to the public.  All interested Association 

members attended. 

 This year, GGEACA is pleased to grant two $1000 scholarships to deserving seniors Kimberly 

Milne and Matshia Laleau.  Both students have high scholastic achievement and records of outstanding 

community service.  Kimberly will be attending the University of Florida and Matshia will also attend 

a Florida college but has yet to make her final selection. 

 As in years past, the funding for GGEACA student scholarships is generated primarily by our 

work at the Golden Gate Frontier Days Festival.  A special thanks to the many members that volun-

teered and worked at this years Festival and made it such a success, even under the difficult economic 

times.  Community Spirit runs high in the Estates Area!!  For our part as a community charity, there 

is no better contribution than to the continued education of our students and future community lead-

ers.  Thank you to all members for your continued generosity in donating your time and hard earned 

money for a very worthy cause. 

 We extend our sincerest Congratulations! to this years recipients, Kimberly and Matshia, and 

wish them the very best in continuing their education. 

Matshia Laleau Kimberly Milne  

http://www.estates-civic.org
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Collier County Spending Spree Continues in 2008 

Collier Commissioners are often criticized for their judgment and action.  To a certain extent pub-

lic criticism is normal, and comes with the holding of any political office. There is one area, however, in 

which our current Commission is beyond compare. The 2008 numbers are finally in, and our commission-

ers continue to excel in their ability to spend tax dollars. According to State of Florida records, total expen-

ditures in Collier County for 2008 exceeded 1.14 Billion dollars .  From 2000 to 2008, expenditures of tax 

cnkk`qr qnrd nudq 1//$ ctqhmf ` shld vgdm sgd bntmsx onotk`shnm fqdv rkhfgskx lnqd sg`m 14$  Hs cndrmƍs

take an accountant to realize that this tax and spend management style of our local government is unsustain-

able. 

What about the future?  Impact fees are down and your tax dollars may well continue to be used to 

pay for growth in the eastern part of the county.   It is widely expected that budget proposals for 2010 will 

raise property tax millage rates and many fees to maintain local government at current levels and support 

the Collier County spending addiction. 

 When can we expect the appropriate downsizing of government bureaucracy and administrative 

overhead?  When can we expect that basic services like libraries will become higher priorities than gold-

plated landscape projects?  All citizens should watch the upcoming budget process and debate with great in-

sdqdrs- Vd g`ud dwodqhdmbdc+ ehqrs g`mc+ ntq fnudqmldmsƍr `ahkhsx sn rodmc- Kds tr mnv rdd gnv sgdx atcfds

and prioritize. Collateral Damage! Sorry about the fact that you may have lost your job, are unable to pay 

xntq lnqsf`fd+ nq ots ennc nm sgd s`akd- Sghr hr Bnkkhdq Bntmsxƕƕƕƕƕƕƕ-- 

 

 Consider the information in the Table below.  You be the judge! 

Snapshot of Population Growth and Spending in Collier County  2000 to  2008* 

 
 

Category Year 2000 Year 2006 Year 2008 Percentage 
Increase 

Population 251,649 314,649 315,258** 25.2% 

Total Expendi-

tures 

$367,703,513.00 $1,031,036,734.00 $1,140,217,433.00 210% 

Continued on page 7 


