
Our Estates way of  Life renewed again! 
Please Renew Your Membership Today 

 
 

GGEACA membership renewals are starting to pour in and we would like to thank all members who have 

already renewed for their continued support of the Estates Civic Association.  Your dues are vital in paying for all 
Association activities and good works, as well as supporting the monthly newsletter and website.  Member  
volunteers work very hard to keep you up to date on critical Estates Area issues and to bring you the very latest news 

on activities affecting the Golden Gate Estates Area.  The Estates Area Voice gives us all a forum 

for discussion of issues important to our unique area and to help protect the rural-residential lifestyle we all enjoy. 
 
So, if you have already sent in your renewal and dues for 2011, a hearty thank you.  Membership cards will be in the 

mail soon.  And as a reminder, if you have not already renewed, please return the attached  
form with your dues  today!! 

 
Keep your newsletter coming and help keep your Estates Area Civic Association strong and active!!  

http://www.estates-civic.org
http://www.estates-civic.org/ArchivedNewsletters.html


 

Yes, I Want to Become A Member! 
of  the 

Golden Gate Estates Area Civic Association  
 

Simply complete this form with the applicable membership Dues (as listed below) and Mail to: 
 

GGEACA  Membership 
P.O. Box 990596  

Naples, FL 34116-6002 
 
 

____ Membership Renewal             ____ New Membership           ____ Associate Membership (non-voting) 
 

Name(s)___________________________________________________________________ 
  

Address ____________________________________________________Zip____________ 
  

Phone ___________________Fax______________ Email___________________________ 
 

Annual  Membership Dues  Please Select One: 
 

____ $20  Single Membership            ____$25  Family Membership          ____$30 Business Membership 
 
 

You can also contribute to the Charity Fund  used to assist Estates Residents  
 ( Fire, Flood, Accident, Scholarships, Special Need, etc.)   

 
                     Annual  Dues  $____________ 

                  Optional Charity Fund Donation $____________ 
  

                 Total Enclosed  $____________ 
 

               Please make your Check or Money Order Payable to the 
   Golden Gate Estates Area Civic Association 

 
*Association Newsletter 

   Would you like your Newsletter sent via E-Mail    ____Yes         ____No, US Mail is best 
  
 

*FREE Newsletter Advertising!! 
     Do you have an Estates Area Business?  Start participating in our monthly Estates Business Marketplace! 

 
For all business members we are offering FREE Advertising in 2011!!   Let us place your Business Card in the Monthly 

Newsletter and also post it to the GGEACA Website!! 
 

Send in your business card with your renewal, bring your card to the next meeting, or send it in electronically to estate-
sareavoice@embarqmail.com  

    
       

_____________________________________________________       ____________________ 
Signature         Date 



Nick Casalanguida 
FEMA/ Flood  
Insurance Update  
 

One of the most important recent 

issues affecting Golden Gate Estates 
and all of Collier County has been 
the ongoing development and appli-
cation of  the National Flood Insur-
ance Program in SW Florida. Manda-
tory Flood Insurance for most resi-
dents is the issue. This month Nick 
Casalanguida, Administrator with the 
Collier County Growth Management  
Division, will give us an important 
update on the status of the process 
including the Digital Flood Insurance 
Rate Maps ( DFIRM's ), the calcula-
tion of the Base Flood Elevation for 
the Estates, and the Collier County 
Flood Damage Prevention  
Ordinance. 

For all Dates, Times, and Information regarding Important County Meetings: Please refer to: 

 http://www.estates-civic.org/Calendar.html  
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Battalion Chief  Bill 
Moyer  
Ready Set Go  
 

Golden Gate Fire and Rescue  

District Battalion Chief Bill Moyer 
will also join us this month for a 
brief introduction to the  
Ready Set Go  program for wildfire 
preparedness in the Estates. 
 
Many important Flood Insurance 
developments have occurred since 
Nick made his presentation to Es-
tates Civic last year.  Come join your 
neighbors and get updated with the 
latest information!! 

http://www.estates-civic.org/Calendar.html
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Bridges must have been one of the earliest of human inventions. For whatever reason people 

need to get from one place to another. A fallen tree over a stream or creek probably provided the 

first example of a bridge used by humans. Of course, we have bridges in Southwest Florida, lots of 

them, because most of the land we occupy would be uninhabitable without the canals that drain 

the swamp in which we now live. 

Bridges cost anywhere from about $1 million for a two-lane bridge over a small canal to $60 million 

for an architecturally sculptured and landscaped flyover like the one on Golden Gate Parkway. The 

good thing about bridges is that they facilitate travel from one community to another and provide 

a quick path for evacuation and the delivery of emergency services like paramedics, police and 

fire. The bad thing about bridges is that they cost money and require maintenance. Some areas of 

our community have lots of bridges while others are bridge poor. Golden Gate Estates is one of 

the communities that are bridge poor. A neighborõs house that you could hit with a rock across a 

canal can require a trip of 10 miles to visit unless you want to take a swim. 

In 2008, our local government appeared to come to the rescue of the 30,000 citizens who live in 

Golden Gate Estates. A study entitled òThe East of 951 Horizon Study for Bridgesó was initiated. 

The study concluded that nine bridges were needed in the Estates to facilitate emergency evacua-

tion, school bus transportation and the delivery of emergency services. Finally, it was hoped that 

eastern residents of the county would get the same level of emergency services enjoyed by their 

coastal cousins. The poetic axiom, òthat the best laid plans of men and mice go awry,ó turned out 

to be operative in the bridge planning process. First of all, the housing bubble burst, then impact 

fees which were to be used to pay for the bridges disappeared, finally any remaining funds were 

diverted to expand Oil Well Road for the benefit of the 300 or so residences out at Ave Maria. In 

actuality, none of the nine bridges in the study are going to be built anytime soon. The only bridge 

to be built is a bridge on 23rd Street that was approved prior to the study. Recently, another plan-

ning study has been completed. It is called the ò2035 Transportation Plan.ó That plan lays out 

what transportation improvements are going to built in the next 25 years and when those projects 

will be completed. According to the plan, only two of the nine needed bridges are to be built, 

sometime between 2031 and 2035. The other seven bridges will be built some time after that. The 

few million needed to complete these bridges can apparently not be found in a billion dollar 

county budget. Twenty years or longer is a fairly long period of time to wait. In the meantime, 

residents are best advised to avoid any emergencies. If that strategy fails, learn to swim or locate a 

nearby fallen tree to facilitate any needed canal crossing. 

Peter Gaddy                     

President Golden Gate Estates Area Civic Association 
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Disclaimer; Due to the comprehensive nature of any association newsletter, it is impossible to endorse its content simply because issues could arise that have 
not been voted on for the welfare of the general membership. With this in mind, the Golden Gate Estates Area Civic Association does not necessarily endorse 

the content of this publication. 

The month of February celebrated two very important local environmental restoration projects, both of 

which are some of the most ambitious and expensive projects ever undertaken in history! 
On February 12th, a celebration ceremony was held to commemorate the completion of the dredging of Lake 
Trafford, west of Immokalee.  Lake Trafford, a 1600 acre lake, is Florida's largest lake south of Lake Okeecho-
bee and is the headwaters of several important ecosystems including the Corkscrew Swamp, the Imperial and 
Cocohatchee Rivers, and the Camp Keais Strand.  Over many years, nutrient runoff from nearby urban and 
agricultural development, together with the introduction of exotic weeds had clogged the lake and ruined wa-
ter quality.  This restoration removed approximately 6 feet of muck from the lake bottom totaling 6 million 
cubic yards from 2006 to 2010.   
 
 
Native fish and grasses have been restocked.  This massive project was approved by Congress in 1996 and 
funded by the Big Cypress Basin of the South Florida Water Management District.  Florida DEP and the US 
Army Corps of Engineers were involved.  Supplemental grants were also received from the Florida Fish and 
Wildlife Conservation Commission and the Collier County tourist Development Council.  In addition to gov-
ernment agencies, many local citizens and private organizations helped make the restoration of Lake Trafford 
possible.   
 
 
Included were the Immokalee Chamber of Commerce, the Conservancy of SW Florida, the Audubon Society,  
and the Friends of Lake Trafford. Many programs are ongoing to complete the restoration and manage the 
continued health of the lake. A second restoration project was noted on February 18th with the ground break-
ing for the second and largest of three pump stations under construction in the restoration of the Picayune 
Strand.   Part of the greater restoration of the Everglades being directed by the US Army Corps of Engineers, 
the restoration of the Picayune Strand covers 55,000 acres between I-75 and US 41 East, and includes the re-
moval of roads and drainage canals in the old "South Blocks" of Golden Gate Estates.  Work began on the 
$53 million Meritt Pump Station in 2009.   
 
 
The Faka Union Pump Station, one of the largest pump stations in the world, will cost $80 Million and have 
the capacity to move approximately 1.2 million gallons of water per minute.  When completed, the three mas-
sive pumps will intercept the water flowing south from canals draining Golden Gate Estates and points north, 
and reestablish sheet flow and recreate wetlands across the ecosystem.  The project is designed to restore habi-
tat, reduce the threat of wildfire, and improve water quality and supply in Collier County. Together, these two 
projects will have a great effect in improving and managing water resources in the Estates Area.  All citizens 
are encouraged to learn about these projects and watch their progress. 

Two great Environmental Restoration Projects! 



Earth Day 2011 - Order Your Trees at the March 
Meeting!! 
 

This year, Earth Day is April 22nd, always a great holiday for celebrating nature, the beauty of Southwest Flor-

ida, and all things environmental.  Over the weekend of April 23rd - 24th there are a wide variety of programs 
and activities available for citizens and children of all ages.  Special events will be held at the Conservancy of SW 
Florida and the Naples Botanic Garden.  Of particular interest is the Earth Day Festival co-sponsored by the Sierra 
Club Calusa Group and the Happehatchee Center that is held at the Koreshan State Historic Site in Estero, Flor-
ida.  This year's Festival is the 10th annual, and once again features a wide variety of food, music, art, and envi-
ronmental programs.  For a schedule and details, please consult the Community Calendar, view the full event 
poster on the GGEACA Website at estates-civic.org , or for more information contact Bobbie Lee Gruninger at 
777-0186. Have fun and celebrate the glory of our environment and mother Earth! 
 
 
 
 
For 2011, GGEACA will have a special Earth Day activity!!  At the March meeting, members and guests will able 
to order Pine Tree seedlings.  Seedlings are grown by the Florida Division of Forestry and are ready to plant.  
These pine seedlings are the native "Slash Pine" that is native to SW Florida, and is the variety that does especially 
well in our local wetland habitat.  They are strong, fast growers and are excellent for shade, screens, barriers, and 
one of the best woodlands trees in our area. 

 
 
 
Tree orders will be taken at the March meeting and will be delivered at the regular 
GGEACA meeting on April 20th.  Trees cost 75 cents each.  You may order as few 
or as many as you like.   
 
For members that cannot attend the March meeting or would like additional information, please contact  
Tim Nance at 641-5414. 

Picayune Strand State Forest Day - April 2nd       
Come to the Celebration!! 

The local Caloosahatchee Forestry Center of the Florida Division of Forestry is holding the 

First Annual Picayune Strand State Forest Day  to celebrate the 75th anniversary of our state forest system. 
The event will be held on Saturday, April 2nd, from 10:00am to 4:00pm at the Picayune Strand State Forest Field 
Office.  The office is located at the southern end of Everglades Boulevard at 2121 52nd Ave, SE 
Naples, FL 34117. 
The Division of Forestry has partnered with the Collier County Sherriff's Office to make this event possible.  
There will be a wide variety of interesting activities, displays, presentations, and demonstrations on a wide variety 
of environmental and recreational topics.  Many local agencies and organizations will be there. Come out on Sat-
urday, April 2nd for an interesting afternoon and a visit to our new Picayune Strand State Forest 
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Peter Gaddy President 
 
Mike R. Ramsey Vice President 
 
Tim Nance Secretary 
 
Marcie Hofmann Treasurer 
 
Peggy Whitbeck Past President 
  

Patricia Ballard Board Member 
 

Gayle Nance  Scholarships 
 

Jim Flanagan Board Member 
 

Bryan Matson Board Member 
 

Tim Wallen Board Member 

Board and Committee Members  
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2010 President and Officers 
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March 11th, 12th, 13th - Friday, Saturday, Sunday   -   Golden Gate "Frontier Days Festival" 
 Parade, Carnival, Music, Food, Games, Fun!! 

Time:  
Late Afternoon and Evenings  - See Poster for details              

  Location:  Golden Gate Community Center - 4701 Golden Gate Parkway 
 
 

March 16th - Wednesday   -   Monthly  GGEACA Meeting   
 Speaker:  Nick Casalanguida / Collier County Growth Management 
 FEMA, Flood Insurance update  
 Speaker:  Bill Moyer / GGFRD - Ready Set Go Program for Wildfire Mitigation in the Estates 
 Program:  Order your Pine Trees for Earth Day! 

Time: 7:00 to 9:00 PM              
  Location:  Fire Station # 71 Meeting Room - Corner of Golden Gate Blvd. and 13th St. SW 
 

March 19th - Saturday   -  Yard Sale ð All Citizens Welcome! 
Time:  7:00AM  to 2:00PM            

  Location:  Max Hasse Community Park, 3390 Golden Gate Blvd. West 
 

March  23rd - Wednesday   -   Golden Gate Estates Task Force Meeting  - All Citizens Welcome 
 Program:  Monthly Joint Meeting - Fire District, CCSO, Code Enforcement, Civic Groups 

Time:  8:15 AM   to 9:30 AM           
  Location:  Big Corkscrew Island Fire District Meeting Room 
  13240 Immokalee Rd. (corner of Randall Blvd. and Immokalee Rd.) 
 

April  2nd - Saturday   First Annual Picayune Strand State Forest Day 
 Florida Division of Forestry, Collier County Sheriff's Office, Fire and Rescue Districts,  
 activities, displays, demonstrations 

Time:  10:00am to 4:00pm            
  Location:  Picayune Strand State Forest - off  the south end of Everglades Blvd. 
  at  2121 52nd Ave. SE 
 

April  6th - Wednesday   -  GGEACA Board of Directors Meeting ð All members Welcome! 
Time: 7:00 to 9:00 PM              

  Location:  Fire Station # 71 Meeting Room - Corner of Golden Gate Blvd. and 13th St. SW  
 

April 20th - Wednesday   -   Monthly  GGEACA Meeting   
 Speaker:  TBD 
 Program:  Pick Up your Pine Tree Order for Earth Day! 

Time: 7:00 to 9:00 PM              
  Location:  Fire Station # 71 Meeting Room - Corner of Golden Gate Blvd. and 13th St. SW 
 

April 27th - Wednesday   -   Golden Gate Estates Task Force Meeting  - All Citizens Welcome 
 Program:  Monthly Joint Meeting - Fire District, CCSO, Code Enforcement, Civic Groups 

Time:  8:15 AM   to 9:30 AM           
  Location:  Big Corkscrew Island Fire District Meeting Room 
    13240 Immokalee Rd. (corner of Randall Blvd. and Immokalee Rd.) 
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Student Scholarships 2011 

All members should be proud of the long standing program of student scholarships offered by the Golden Gate 
Estates Area Civic Association.  Scholarships for deserving Estates Area students have been an important Asso-
ciation charity for many years, second only to Christmas. 
In the next few weeks, we will be awarding our two $1000 scholarships to deserving Estates Area high school 
students for 2011.  Students can apply scholarship monies to a college, community college, or approved techni-
cal institution.  As in the past we are applying individual citizen donations and revenue we earn from the Golden 
Gate Frontier Days Festival to fund this program. 
 
Applications from qualifying students from Palmetto Ridge High School, our primary Estates Area high school, 
are coming in and will be ready for review and final selection in late April.  I hope to meet with members to re-
view applications and make our final selections on either the weekends of April 16-17 or April 23-24.  Members 
interested in helping review student applications and the final awarding of the scholarships can contact Gayle 
Nance, Scholarship Chair at 250-9580, or in person at the March or April GGEACA membership meetings.  
Thank you to all who have given your time and donations to our Association charity efforts.  Together we can 
truly make our community a better place to live. 
 
Gayle Nance, Scholarship Chair 
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This Publication has been made possible by: 
The Estates Business Marketplace 

http://www.estates-civic.org

