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Final Call ð Renew Your Dues for 2008! 

If you have already paid your dues for 2008, many thanks.  For those of you 

that have forgotten, please send in your dues for 2008 as soon as possible.  

GGEACA  and your community needs your continued help and support.  

Please send in your renewal form and payment today to avoid missing your 

next  newsletter!! 

Ever desire to voice your opinion on how our County Government is doing? That gives 

the public a chance to rate the County Commission on land preservation, wetlands and 

endangered species protection, Everglades restoration, urban sprawl and sustainability?  

Chris Straton from the League of Women Voters of Collier County, is giving local resi-

dents a chance to rate the County Commission on a handful of green topics, and to ex-

press opinions on the countyôs environmental future. The League of Women Voters of 

Collier County is a nonpartisan organization whose mission is to encourage informed 

participation in government. Are you one of the 30 percent of respondents that believe 

Collier County was doing a good job on the environment in 2007? Then hereôs your 

chance to tell them.   

NATURAL RESOURCES SURVEY 

Evaluate the county's record on water, wetlands,  

smart growth, endangered species and plants, preservation, and more. 

www.lwvcolliercounty.org:80/  

Results will be discussed at a meeting on April 24 

www.lwvcolliercounty.org/pdfs/bonnie.pdf  
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This Month's Speaker 

For March we are pleased to have District #5 Commissioner Jim Coletta present a Mini 

Town Hall Meeting presenting topics of interest to Estates Area residents for the upcoming 
year.  Please join us for this special program! 

Commissioner Coletta provided the following introduction: 

My personal thanks to the leadership of the GGEACA for allowing me to bring to 
you an update on County government and the planned direction for the future.  The uncer-
tainty of todayõs economic climate along, with the voter mandate of January 29, 2008 to 
lower taxes, and additional unfunded mandates, are resulting in a major overhaul of your 
County government.  One thing that you can be assured of is that every effort will be made 
to maintain a level of service for those agencies of the County government that deal with 
health, safety and welfare. 

At the upcoming Town Hall meeting, we will be getting an overview of the Road Program, 
proposed and new development, code enforcement activities, affordable housing and other 
items of interest to the community at large. 

 

Some of the more positive developments in the past year were: 

10 major road projects completed 

$15 million for storm water capital projects 

$56 million in grants 

$28 million from the Feds 

East of County Road 951 (Collier Blvd) study underway 

Everglades/I-75 Interchange gets federal funding 

Golden Gate Boulevard road expanding from Wilson Blvd. and Desoto to start in 2008. 

Fire Districts and EMS moving toward merger 

PLAN Physician Lead Area Network is started to assist those in need. 

 
Impromptu questions are encouraged.  It is my hope that we will continue to sustain public 
trust and confidence in County government through public policy decisions, expert                               
professional management and active citizen participation. 

Jim Coletta         

Collier County Commissioner District 5  
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Although we are having one of 

the driest springs on record 
things are once again active on 
the wild side of the Estates Area.  
The few showers that have 
thankfully come with frontal sys-
tems have stimulated the oaks 
into their spring growth spurt 
and the yellow sulfur showers of 
pollen let me know the pines will 
soon be pushing out new nee-
dles.  The native grasses and 
weeds that make up my "lawn" 
are looking surprisingly green 
considering the drought, al-
though I am afraid a few of the 
exotic ornamental plants I have 
are not fairing quite so well.  
Somehow I am still amazed at 
the tenacious way these native 
plants survive our dry season 
each year and pop out like magic 
at the start of the rainy season.  
Nature at work, and a lesson for 
us all! Most exciting for us, how-
ever, has been the spring season 
for birds.  For many years a 
Screech Owl has nested in a little 
box I built a while back and 
many evenings we can now see a 
chick peaking out at us.  Very 
cute!   But the big owls are the 
stars of the show this year.  A 
pair of Great Horned Owls that 
has nested on our property for 
many years chose a tree within 
easy sight of our living room 
windows this season, and is cur-
rently raising two chicks right 
before our eyes.  Remarkably, 
these large raptors build no nest.  
Rather, they select a tree sup-
porting a large clump of native 

sacrifice convenience to live in 
rural Collier, especially those that 
live in the eastern Estates Area.  
But the benefits are great and one 
day soon, may be irreplaceable.  
In bustling SW Florida where the 
home building code can call for as 
little as a seven foot setback from 
your neighbor, only 80,000 people 
will be able to call the Estates 
home!  This is only 5 to 6% of the 
estimated population of Collier 
County at build-out!  Rural living 
and the opportunity to live a little 
closer to nature, to have a little 
space, is becoming more and 
more limited.  We are truly living 
in a unique situation So what is 
living with nature worth to us?  
Are we willing to keep driving an 
extra 15 minutes to keep the Es-
tates Area rural for our children 
and grandchildren?  Are we will-
ing to spend a little extra time and 
money each day on behalf of the 
trees and the darkness and the 
silence?  I hope so, because for 
me the wild side of Collier is still 
magical!  So take a little time to 
experience the wonder of nature 
this spring.  Cherish it!  And take 
a little time too, when the oppor-
tunity arises, to support and pro-
tect a great community! 

Best Regards,  

Tim 

bromeliads, stomp them down a 
little, and lay their eggs!  The fe-
male owl is very secretive when she 
is on her chosen nest site and, with 
her remarkable camouflage colora-
tion, can be very difficult to spot 
despite her large size.  The much 
smaller male, on the other hand, is 
very matter of fact, often sitting in 
a tree within plain view or even 
down on our large bird bath.  Both 
parents have been very busy hunt-
ing to satisfy the voracious appe-
tites of the two rapidly growing 
chicks, although the female does 
not allow the male to approach the 
nest.  We see him bringing food to 
her at another perching site and 
she does all the feeding.  The ever 
present maternal instinct is remark-
able when observed in such power-
ful majestic creatures.  Needless to 
say all the rabbits, rats, and snakes 
in our area are taking quite a beat-
ing keeping the owl cafeteria line 
open.  Sorry to say, also, the colony 
of Purple Martins we have enjoyed 
for many years has left, no doubt 
due to night time predation by the 
owls.  The neighborhood is just 
not too friendly for the smaller 
critters right now.  Nature has its 
cycles and we hope we can attract 
them back in future years. To-
gether with a spectacular lunar 
eclipse and some of the best show-
ers of meteors in recent memory, I 
have truly been enjoying the natu-
ral things.  The Estates Area gives 
us all a chance at these experiences 
and I have come to appreciate 
them even more as the western 
part of Collier has grown and ur-
banized.  There is no doubt we all 

Presidents Message 
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Get ready to bring your family 

and join your friends at the 
Golden Gate Frontier Days Fes-
tival, our local Fair and Celebra-
tion!  Held annually on the 
grounds at the Golden Gate 
Community Center, this years 
Festival will offer the traditional 
fun carnival atmosphere together 
with a wide assortment of live 
entertainment.  Residents can 
look forward to an all new and 
expanded Midway of Kidde and 
Thrill rides as well as an always 
popular selection specialty and 
ethnic foods!  Friday, March 28th 
will open the fair with a Latin 
Night, followed by a Country 

can, please sign up to help for a 
few hours on either Friday, Sat-
urday, or Sunday.  A volunteer 
list will be circulated at the 
March GGEACA meeting.  This 
event is the main fundraising 
activity for GGEACA for the 
year and typically generates ap-
proximately $7000 for our chari-
ties and good works.  Everyone 
working at the fair always has a 
good time and it is certainly a 
great activity for our community 
and our Association.  Come Join 
the Festivities!  Members can call 
Tim Nance at 641-5414 for addi-
tional information or to place 
their name on the Volunteer List.  
See you at the Fair!! 

Night theme for Saturday featur-
ing the band Night Sounds.  Sun-
day will be a Family Fun Day 
featuring the Shriner Clowns and 
a variety of other family oriented 
entertainment.  For a schedule of 
Fair times see the Community 
Calendar. This great community 
celebration is sponsored by sev-
eral local Civic Associations in-
cluding the Golden Gate Ki-
wanis, Rotary, Lions, the Golden 
Gate Community Center, and 
both the City and Estates Area 
Civic Associations. GGEACA 
has traditionally furnished volun-
teers to man the Gate #2 Ticket 
Booth and help with the money 
handling, and we are scheduled 
to do so again this year.  If you 

 Golden Gate Boulevard East 4-Laning Design        
Almost Complete 

Collier County Transportation 

presented an update on plans to 
improve Golden Gate Boulevard 
east at a February 27th meeting.  
The six mile segment from Wil-
son Boulevard east to Desoto 
Boulevard is scheduled to be 
improved from its current two-
lanes to a four-land urban road-
way.  Design plans are currently 
60% complete and will continue 
over the next year.  The urban 4-
lane design will be constructed 
on a 6-lane footprint to allow for 
easy expansion in future years.  
Features included are curbs and 
gutters along the outside lanes 
and along the medians, on-road 
bike lanes, and sidewalks along 
both sides.  In response to public 
input, roadway lighting is 
planned for intersections only 
and will be designed to have 

for storm water retention ponds.  
The completion of right of way 
purchases and road and bridge 
construction will have to be 
planned in the upcoming budget 
process, subject to funding avail-
ability.  Since Impact Fees are the 
major source of road construction 
funding it will take a significant 
improvement in economic condi-
tions before necessary dollars are 
available to complete the project.  
Originally, construction had been 
planned to begin in 2009, but with 
current economic constraints it 
may be years into the future.  
Members wishing to send in a pub-
lic information comment sheet on 
the project may get one at the next 
GGEACA meeting or for addi-
tional information contact Kevin 
Dugan, Project Manager, at                  
252-8192 or :                                              
KevinDugan@colliergov.net 

minimal impact on rural resi-
dences.  Median crossovers will 
be at each side street.  There are 
numerous parcels along the cor-
ridor where permanent or tem-
porary easements will be neces-
sary to accommodate the road-
way widening.  Final right-of-way 
plans across properties are cur-
rently in process.  It is antici-
pated that since most of the wid-
ening will occur on the south, 
traffic can be maintained on the 
existing pavement while new 
lanes are being built. Collier 
County Transportation Planning 
Director Nick Casalanguida indi-
cated that although engineering 
and permitting for the Boulevard 
were expected to be completed 
by the end of 2008, current fund-
ing was available only for some 
initial right-of-way acquisition, 
including the 7 parcels needed 

 Golden Gate Frontier Days Festival March 28ð30th 
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Commercial Development Discussed 
H earings and meetings are ongoing and scheduled related to the developer proposal for Commercial Develop-

ment at the NW corner of Golden Gate Boulevard and Wilson Boulevard.  The current proposal, which calls for a 

major change in the Growth Management Plan for the Estates, would allow a development of over 40 acres and 

225,000 square feet of commercial space.  Proposed uses include retail, business, and Assisted Living facilities. 

 A required Neighborhood Information Meeting was held on Wednesday, February 27th.  Presentations 

were made by developer representatives including attorneys, engineers, and public relations staff.  Collier County 

Transportation Planning Director Nick Casalanguida also answered transportation and road related questions.  

The meeting was well attended by many interested Estates residents.  Support for the development, and the need 

for services was expressed by several attendees, especially those living in the far eastern areas of the Estates.   

Much local opposition was expressed, however, especially from property owners and residents in the 1st and 3rd 

Street neighborhoods and others closer to the proposed site.  Concerns included noise, odors, lights, traffic, envi-

ronmental issues, child safety, crime, and a general loss of the rural character and atmosphere in the Estates.  

Nearby citizens noted the serious economic damage to the value of their homes and properties. Another com-

monly expressed concern was the loss of the basic quality of Estates lifestyle their neighborhoods would suffer 

with the introduction of commercial activities and traffic.  

 The next scheduled hearing in the growth plan change process is before the Collier County Planning 

Commission.  This meeting is currently scheduled for Monday, March 17th.  The CCPC is a government appointed 

board of volunteers that consider growth management issues and proposed plan changes and advises the Board of 

County Commissioners.  These dedicated volunteers consider growth issues across the county from both a techni-

cal and citizen perspective, and their opinions and recommendations are seriously considered by the County 

Commissioners.  Their recommendation, along with the citizen feedback from the Neighborhood Information 

Meeting will be presented to Commissioners. The final decision on the developer's application will be made by the 

Board of County Commissioners at their meeting scheduled to be held on Tuesday, April 15th. 

 All concerned citizens are encouraged to attend these important meetings and express their opinions on 

this commercial proposal in the Estates.  Your input is needed!  Detailed meeting information on time and place 

can be found in the Estates Area Voice Community Calendar attached. 
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gram through the Master Gardener 
program.  The Collier County 
Extension office is located at 
14700 Immokalee Rd. near the 
Collier County Fairgrounds.  The 
Master Gardener program can be 
contacted at 353-2872 Monday, 
Wednesday, and Friday 9-
12noon and 1-4pm.  Additional 
information from UF / IFAS on 
Florida landscapes can be ac-
cessed at their statewide                    
website at::                 
www.SolutionsForYourLife.com 
and a companion website: 
www.FloridaYards.org  

All residents are urged to evalu-
ate their water use and take full 
advantage of all the great infor-
mation and local services avail-
able. Saving our critical resources 
is something that each of us can 
do better.  It is indeed a state of 
mind and a way of life!  Through 
improving our own practices we 
help each other and our commu-
nity. GGEACA will continue to 
feature speakers and information 
to our members on this most 
important topic.  Encourage 
your friends and neighbors to 
join the effort. Together we can 
make a difference and protect 
our most valuable resource ð 
Water!! 

Members attending the Febru-

ary GGEACA meeting enjoyed 
an informative presentation on 
the status of the ongoing 
drought and water conservation 
concepts from Judy Haner, Spe-
cialist with the South Florida 
Water Management District.   

With a 2-year cumulative rainfall 
deficit of over 25" and Lake 
Okeechobee at a record low 
level, the message was clear:  Our 
fresh water resources are limited 
and severely stressed.  Efficiency 
and conservation practices are 
needed from all residents in the 
use of both domestic and land-
scape water, now, and for the 
foreseeable future!  Much infor-
mation was presented and made 
available through written hand-
outs and reference to two out-
standing district web sites , 
www.sfwmd.gov and  

www.savewaterfl.com  At these 
sites a wealth of information on 
home and landscape water con-
servation concepts, techniques, 
and equipment can be accessed. 
Since such a large percentage of 
Florida water is used for irriga-
tion, this topic was addressed 
during the presentation by Bill 
Gaddis, manager of our Collier 
Mobile Irrigation Lab.  This lab is a 

free service offered to both the 
agricultural industry and home-
owners to improve the operation 
and efficiency of irrigation sys-
tems and properly use of water 
in the landscape.  Participation in 
the MIL  is voluntary and                    
free of charge.   

This service is provided through 
the partnership of the Big Cy-
press Basin, our local SFWMD 
office, together with the National 
Resources Conservation Service 
and the Collier Soil and Water 
Conservation District.  Reducing 
water use not only conserves the 
resource but will also save you 
money!  Become familiar with 
irrigation rules.  Residents inter-
ested in scheduling an on-site 
inspection and evaluation of 
their sprinkler systems by a team 
of professionals can contact Bill 
at his office:  455-4100, on his 
cell at 961-4359. or at 
cswcdmil@yahoo.com          

An additional resource for infor-
mation on native plants, Florida 
landscape design, and manage-
ment for water conservation is 
the local University of Florida / 
IFAS Extension office.  This 
office can provide information 
on most every aspect of success-
ful landscaping and gardening in 
Florida and offers a great pro-

Water Conservation in Florida an Urgent Need  

Now and into the Future 
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Community Calendar     

 

March 14th ð 16th ð  Naples Orchid Society - 35th Annual Orchid Show and Sale 

   All proceeds to benefit Laces of Love ð Shoes for needy children 

   Time: Fri. 3-6:30 pm, Sat. 9am ð 5pm, Sun. 12 - 4pm 

   Naples United Church of Christ ð McSpadden Hall 

   5200 Crayton Rd.,  Naples 

   For more information call 572-1817 

March 17th (Mon.) -  Collier County Planning Commission Meeting 

   Proposal for Commercial Development ð 40 Acres +/- 

   NW corner of Wilson Blvd. and Golden Gate Blvd. 

   Time:  6:00 PM 

   Collier County Commission Chambers 

   3rd Floor County Government Center - 3301 E. Tamiami Trail 

March 18th (Tues.) -  Community Meeting ð Proposed Vanderbilt Beach Pier 

   Mr. Gary McAlpin ð Collier Co. Coastal Zone Management Director 

   Time:  6 to 8pm 

   St. John the Evangelist Catholic Church - (in the  Parish Life Center) 

   625 111th Ave. N.,  Naples 

March 19th (Wed.) -   March GGEACA Meeting - 7:00 to 9:00 PM 

   Fire Station # 71 Meeting Room - Corner of Golden Gate Blvd. and 13th St. SW 

   Speaker:  District #5 Commissioner ð Jim Coletta 

        Mini Town Hall Meeting  ð Estates Area Issues 

        Collier Co. Code Enforcement:  Common Estates Area Violations 

March 28th ð 30th ð  Golden Gate Festival / Frontier Days ð Carnival and Entertainment 

   Friday / Latin Night  6 - 11pm,  Saturday / Country Night   3 ð 11pm 

   Sunday / Family Fun Day  3 ð 11pm 

   Golden Gate Community Center - 4701 Golden Gate Parkway 

April 7th (Mon.) -  GGEACA Board of Directors Meeting   - All members Welcome  

                                        Time:  7:00 PM Max Hasse Park - 

                                        meeting room (off of Golden Gate Blvd.) 
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The citizens Engineering Firm 

Selection Committee, comprised 
of Estates Area residents con-
cerned with blasting and continu-
ing operations and expansion at 
the Jones Mining Co. met in late 
February.  Since their last meeting 
additional citizens have stepped 
forward and been added to the 
Committee in an effort to select a 
qualified firm to provide third 
party oversight to the problematic 
blasting activities at the mine. 

 Formed in response to 
guidelines agreed upon by the 
Board of County Commissioners 
in late September 2007, this group 
most recently met together with 
mining officials and representa-
tives of two local engineering 
firms.  Discussions and interviews 
were conducted with Gerry Ma-
ron of  W.J. Johnson & Associates 
and Matt Nolton of Forge Engi-
neering, Inc.  Firm experience and 
expertise in evaluating blasting 
related damage was the main con-
cerns of committee members.  
Difficulty in locating engineering 
firms with this unique qualifica-

damage to homes could be 
successfully addressed by the 
mining company.  Since that 
time a very limited amount of 
blasting has been done at Jones 
Mine, and correspondingly, 
resident complaints have been 
few.  Mine officials maintain 
that the blasting that has been 
done recently has been at a 
much lower intensity.  Estates 
Area homeowners are con-
cerned that once the Board of 
County Commissioners issues 
a full permit for the mine ex-
pansion, a topic that is to be 
considered at a hearing sched-
uled for early April, blasting 
will resume in earnest without 
recourse. Damage rou-
tinely occurring to residences 
from mine blasting is unac-
ceptable.  We hope that Jones 
Mining officials and the BCC 
will delay a final determination 
on allowing blasting to resume 
until a fully qualified engineer-
ing firm can be located and 
specific criteria on damage 
evaluation and mediation can 
be established. 

At the neighborhood    

information meeting Feb 27th 2008, 5:30 
at Oakridge Middle School, on the  
proposed 40 acre commercial develop-
ment slated for Golden Gate Blvd. 
 

Transportation Planning Director Nick 
Casalanguida suggested that Golden 
Gate Estates residents are   
inconveniencing everyone to the West of 
Collier Blvd by not having their own 
place to shop! 
 

The Developers must love it!  
 
But what do the proprietors of those  
establishments have to think about that?  
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tion has been a significant issue.  
Committee members have repeat-
edly requested locating additional 
firms that have more qualified 
backgrounds in mining and blast-
ing related damage before the fi-
nal selection of a firm is made.  
Mining representatives have not 
been able to locate additional 
firms for consideration.  No final 
decision to select either firm was 
made.  Consideration of W.J. 
Johnson and Forge is proceeding 
and both firms have been asked to 
inspect, assess, and provide 
evaluations and recommendations 
on actual homes in the area of 
Jones Mine that are believed to 
have been suffered damaged from 
blasting. 

 Since 2006 when the Col-
lier County Commissioners issued 
the original conditional use permit 
for blasting on 626 acres, nearby 
Estates Area residents have had 
almost continuous blasting related 
complaints.  Last September, a 
permit for mine expansion was 
issued by the BCC for a period of 
6 months under the condition that 
resident complaints regarding 

 Jones Mining Update 


