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Please Renew Your  

Membership for 2010 Today! 
 

T ime marches on and once again it is time to renew your  GGEACA  membership 

dues for 2010! 

 

Many members have already paid and we would like to thank all members for their 

continued support of the Estates Association.  All of us know times are difficult and 

Board members have worked hard to be efficient and keep the cost of the Associa-

tion to a bare minimum.  All of us are tightening our belts and GGEACA  is no ex-

ception. 

 

 But make no mistake!  Membership is the life blood of the association and 

now, more than ever, our community needs to stick together.  We need you!!  Your 

dues are vital to continue the monthly newsletter and website as well as member 

activities.  We hope, even in the toughest times, to be able support some  

community charity if our budget allows.  Member volunteers work very hard to 

keep you up to date on critical Estates Area issues and to bring you the very latest 

news on activities of interest in the Golden Gate Estates Area. 

Our newsletter, The Estates Area Voice gives us all a forum for discussion of issues 

important to our unique community and to help protect the rural-residential  

lifestyle we all enjoy.  Our Association website, at 

http://www.estates-civic.org  is a fantastic tool for all residents and second to none 

in the county! 

 So, once again, we need your continued support to keep the ball rolling! 

If you have already sent in your renewal and dues for 2010, a hearty thank you.  

Membership cards will be in the mail soon. 

And as a reminder, if you have not already renewed, please return the attached form 

with your dues today!!   Keep your newsletter coming and help keep your Estates 

Area Civic Association strong and active. 

Crazy as a March Hare 
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Two Important Water Management Meetings  

Discuss Issues  

Golden Gate Estates Area Civic Association members participated in two recent water management meetings 

of great importance to the Estates Area.  February 26th, GGEACA  was invited to attend and provide input on 

the 10 Year Strategic Plan for the Big Cypress Basin, our local division of the South Florida Water Management 

District.  Numerous local government and State agencies attended and participated in the planning meeting  

including, Collier County Transportation, Municipal Utilities, Storm water, the Department of Environmental 

Protection, Florida Department of Forestry, City of Naples, City of Marco Island, and numerous  

environmental advocacy groups.  Issues discussed all related to the development of long term goals and  

operations of  the BCB.  

  

 A second important meeting was held on March 4th.  This meeting was a public meeting presented by 

the South Florida Water Management District and the US Army Corps of Engineers / Jacksonville on the status 

of the Picayune Strand State Forest restoration project.  This environmental project is the first Comprehensive 

Everglades Restoration Plan (CERP) project under construction.  It is basically the restoration of the area 

known as the old southern Golden Gate Estates south of I-75.  For more information go to  

http://www.evergladesplan.org 

 

 

 

 Both of these meetings dealt with issues extremely important to the current residents and future of the 

Estates Area.  GGEACA  members and BOD  expressed concerns on several issues affecting our community: 

 

*  More local Public Meetings on important water issues, and better meeting notice to citizens and groups 

*  The need for a comprehensive surface / flood water management plan for the Estates Area and Collier 

County and better coordination between the numerous agencies involved 

The need for the protection of adequate fresh water resources for Estates Area residents, at build out,  

considering the demands of the Naples and Collier County well fields,  proposed development in the Rural 

Lands Stewardship Area, and water reservation for the Picayune Strand Restoration. 

*  Changing flood management policy so that mitigation dollars collected in the Estates Area are kept local to 

help our local situation instead of being transferred elsewhere 

*  Keeping local control of local water management issues and operations with strong support of BCB rather 

than SFWMD management from West Palm Beach. 

 GGEACA  will present information and keep all members informed on important issues and public 

meetings regarding these rapidly developing water issues.  Literature on the Picayune Strand restoration project 

will be available at the March 17th meeting. 
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I would like to express my sincere thanks to all the members 

who have worked so hard and diligently to make our Civic  

Association so successful. The fact that we have succeeded in the 

face of so many challenges and during such difficult economic 

times is truly amazing. 

 This year promises to be another filled with challenges.  As 

in every election year, voters will be called upon to make  

decisions on complex issues, and often to make difficult choices.  

With our nation and local economy suffering a painfully slow  

recovery, choices may be harder still. Surely, the more citizens 

are involved in these decisions the better off we will be. The fact 

that we are a democracy carries with it the obligation on the part 

of all citizens to be informed and proactive.  

        Our Civic Association can be a great resource to help  

Estates Area residents become knowledgeable, and informed, and 

make the best decisions for themselves and our community.  An 

informed American can be a true patriot.  The defense of liberty 

does not happen by default.  Thanks for caring about our liberty 

and supporting our community, not only for us, but for future 

generations. 

  For the first time this year it is starting to feel warm outside.  

 

Very Best Regards,  Peter 

http://www.estates-civic.org
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Meet with Commissioner Jim Coletta 

Our March speaker will be our own District # 5 County Commissioner, Jim Coletta.  With a new County 

Manager, contraction in the structure of our county government, a challenging budget, and changes coming to 

our growth management / taxation system, Collier County challenges are great.  Commissioner Coletta will 

give us his perspective on present and future issues affecting the Golden Gate Estates Area and eastern Collier 

County.  Bring your questions and spend an interesting evening, with lots of time for question and answer. 

 Collier Code Enforcement Supervisor Cristina Perez will also give us an update on efforts to manage 

foreclosed homes in the Estates Area. 

 Join us March 17th for another informative evening.  Visitors and Guests always welcome!! 

Student Scholarships for 2010 

 A ll members should be proud of the long standing program of student scholarships offered by the 

Golden Gate Estates Area Civic Association.  Scholarships for deserving Estates Area students have been an 

important Association charity for many years, second only to Christmas.  Needy area students depend on out-

side support from local organizations for their continued education and this support has been seriously reduced 

as the economy has slowed.  Despite the tough economic realities, we can still make a difference in our com-

munity.  It is important, now, more than ever. 

 For 2010, the membership has once again approved two $1000 scholarships to be awarded to deserving 

Estates Area high school students.  Students can apply scholarship monies to a college, community college, or 

approved technical institution.  We will be depending on our revenue from the Golden Gate Frontier Days Festi-

val to generate the funding.  Applications by qualifying students from Palmetto Ridge High School, our pri-

mary Estates Area high school, will be received by the Association for review and final selection in late March. 

 Members interested in helping review student applications and the final awarding of the scholarships 

can contact Gayle Nance, Scholarship Chair at 250-9580, or in person at the March GGEACA  membership 

meeting.  Thank you to all who have given your time and donations to our Association charity efforts. 

Together we can truly make our community a better place to live. 

 

 

Gayle Nance, Scholarship Chair 

http://www.estates-civic.org
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Encore!   Vegetable Transplants one last 

time at the March Meeting! 

Finally we are starting to get some warmer weather and the prime spring growing season is here.  Evening tem-

peratures in the 60's will give us good fruit setting on tomatoes and peppers and the cabbage, cauliflower, and 

broccoli are in their glory.  Due to popular demand and the generosity of our friends at Superior Plant Com-

pany,  GGEACA  will have one final distribution of garden ready vegetable transplants at the March 17
th

 meet-

ing.  Planting each month is the best way to insure an extended successful harvest. 

I expect to have a really great selection for this final distribution, so come and take advantage!! 

Transplants are offered to Association members free, but donations will be accepted to help with the cost 

of the program.  Members wishing to pick up plants are asked to bring zip-lock bags in sandwich and gallon sizes 

to help carry the plants home.  Also bring a small magic marker to label the bags if you wish to keep track of the 

varieties.  Plants are 5 to 6 inches tall and ready to go into the ground or large container gardens immediately.  

Keep planting and keep your veggies coming for a great spring harvest season!! 

  Please share your success and forward a few garden photographs to our webmaster  

at http://www.estates-civic.org so they can be posted on the website and in the newsletter.  Thanks! 

Good Gardening!! 

Tim 

E-Notices -  

A Great Way to Keep Informed 

Many people are increasingly using the internet for communication, news, and information.  Government agen-

cies are increasing and improving their outreach to citizens with websites and newsletters.  GGEACA  Directors 

have found two electronic sites that may be of interest to Estates Area residents: 

Collier County Government E-Notices can be subscribed by going to the link http://www.colliergov.net/

Index.aspx?page=15   This service allows you to receive notices of a wide variety of local activities, meetings, and 

programs.  When you register, you have the opportunity to select those that are of interest. There is also a link 

on the homepage of http://www.estates-civic.org  

 A second informative connection is the newsletter from the Department of Community Affairs. DCA 

provides updates on a variety of issues relating to growth, communities, and development in the State of Florida.  

This agency is central to Growth Management Planning and works closely with local government. 

Keep informed by subscribing to their newsletter at the link: http://www.dca.state.fl.us/subscribe/ 

http://www.estates-civic.org
http://estates-civic.org/
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Everyone Loves a Carnival!   

It's Golden Gate Frontier Days Time! 

Games, Thrill Rides, Cotton Candy, and Elephant Ears!!  I don't know anyone that doesn't enjoy walking 

down a Carnival Midway, or seeing a young child taking that first ride on a Ferris Wheel. 

 

 The Golden Gate Frontier Days is coming right up!!  This year's Festival will be held on Friday, Satur-

day, and Sunday, March 26th, 27th, and 28th at the Golden Gate Community Center.  Featured will be a 

"Latin Night", a "Country Night", and the traditional "Family Day" on Sunday.  The Shriner Clowns will 

be there for kids face painting and once again the SW Florida "Chili Cook Off" will be there!   

 

             Live entertainment and music will be featured each day.  As in prior years the Festival is co-

sponsored by the most prominent charity and civic groups in the area, and is the biggest fundraiser each year 

for the GGEACA .  It is a great Fair that is looked forward to by the entire community.  Also, if you 

have or know of an organization that would like to participate in the Saturday Parade or set up at the Festi-

val, please contact Festival President Peggy Harris at 465-7349. 

 

 We need your help with our biggest fundraiser!!  This is the event that allows our association to offer 

scholarships to deserving Estates Area students and funds our Christmas charity efforts for needy children. 

Sign-up sheets will once again be circulated at our March meeting for volunteers to help with ticket sales and 

other Festival activities.  Last year everyone that helped with the Festival had a great time and all agreed it 

was a great way to help the community and the GGEACA . 

Come sign up and plan to join your neighbors for a good time and a great charity effort!  

For more information or to volunteer, please contact Tim at 641-5414. 

http://www.estates-civic.org
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Growth Management Plan Public Meeting -  

Help Plan the Future! 

Collier County Comprehensive Planning will hold their final public meeting of the seven year EAR process 

on Monday, March 15th at 6:00PM.  The meeting will be held in the County Commission chambers, 3rd 

floor Bldg. F / County Government Center, 3301 E. Tamiami Trail, Naples. 

State law requires local governments to adopt an EAR or Evaluation and Appraisal Report every seven years 

to assess the local government's Growth Management Plan (GMP).  These public meetings are conducted to 

collect input from citizens, and give you an opportunity to comment and express your concerns on how well 

our local government has done addressing major community planning issues.   Major areas of focus for com-

ments include: Urban development / Land Use Planning, Water Resources, Transportation, Eastern Lands 

(Rural Fringe and Rural Lands Stewardship Area), Affordable Housing, and Climate Change. 

 Earlier meetings were held on January 26th, and February 23rd.  If you have not attended and wish to 

express your concerns and thoughts, please attend this final opportunity.  For more information contact Jim 

Flanagan at 781-254-8910. 

A Community Wildfire Protection Plan for the 

Estates Area  

Where natural disasters are concerned, in the Estates Area, wildfire is perhaps the great risk to our families 

and property!  In addition to each of us taking responsibility and preparing our homes and properties for the 

threat, advanced planning at the community level is also important. 

 In order to improve wildfire protection and response, agencies, together with interested residents, are 

beginning the development of a Community Wildfire Protection Plan for the Estates Area.  This plan will be a 

cooperative effort between Collier County government, area Fire Districts, the Florida Division of Forestry, 

and local citizens and Civic Groups. Victor Hill, our local Forestry Wildfire Mitigation Specialist, will coordi-

nate the project.  Having a well designed Community Plan is an essential part of effective wildfire manage-

ment in our area.  Adoption of a Plan can also qualify our community for Federal grants and potentially eco-

nomic stimulus dollars. 

 The Golden Gate Estates Area Civic Association is excited about participating and contributing to this 

important project.  Vice President, Mike Ramsey, an environmental Consultant and fire management profes-

sional himself, will be our lead Association contact.  If you would like to attend planning meetings or get addi-

tional information on the elements of a community Plan, please contact Mike at 564-1660. 

 Estates Civic will provide written information and guidebooks about wildfire preparation and the 

management of a Florida "fire wise" home at all meetings this spring.  We will also provide a link to the re-

cording of the February 2010 Wildfire Workshop as soon as it is available.  In addition, information can be 

obtained from the Florida Division of Forestry -   (Wildfire First Responders) at 239-690-3500.  

 

http://www.estates-civic.org
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March 2010 
 

 

March  15th - Monday   -   Public Meeting  -  Collier County Growth Management Plan   

 Program:  7 Year Evaluation and Appraisal Report 

Time: 6:00 PM              

  Location:  County Commission Chambers - 3rd Floor Bldg. F / County Government 

                         center 3301 E. Tamiami Trail, Naples 

 

 

March 17th - Wednesday   -   February GGEACA  Meeting  

 Speakers:  District 5 Commissioner Jim Coletta - "State of the County" Report 

        Cristina Perez - Code Enforcement Update - Foreclosures, Clean-Ups 

Time: 7:00 to 9:00 PM              

  Location:  Fire Station # 71 Meeting Room - Corner of GGate Blvd. and 13th St. SW 

 

 

March 24th - Wednesday   -   Estates Task Force Meeting  

 Program:  Monthly Joint Meeting - Fire District, CCSO, Code Enforcement, Civic Groups 

Time:  8:15 AM              

  Location:  Big Corkscrew Island Fire District Meeting Room 

    13240 Immokalee Rd. (corner of Randall Blvd. and Immokalee Rd.) 

 

 

March 26th, 27th, 28th - Friday, Saturday, Sunday   -   Golden Gate Frontier Days Festival  

  Parade, Carnival, Music, Food, Games, Fun!! 

Time: Late Afternoon and Evenings  - See Advertizing and Poster for details              

  Location:  Golden Gate Community Center - 4701 Golden Gate Parkway 

 

 

April  7th  - Wednesday   -  GGEACA  Board of Directors Meeting  Ɗ All members Welcome! 

Time: 7:00 to 9:00 PM              

  Location:  Fire Station # 71 Meeting Room - Corner of GGate Blvd. and 13th St. SW 

 

 

April  17th  - Saturday   -   Estates Community Clean-Up   

 Program:  Free Dumpsters for Clean-Up - Collier Co. Code Enforcement / CCSO 

Time: 10:00AM to 4:00 PM              

  Location:  On CR 951( Randall Blvd.) 

 

 

April  21st  - Wednesday   -   April GGEACA  Meeting  

 Program:  Speaker: 

Time: 7:00 to 9:00 PM              

  Location:  Fire Station # 71 Meeting Room - Corner of GGate Blvd. and 13th St. SW 

 

http://www.estates-civic.org
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Estates Business Marketplace for March 

A t our March meeting we will hear about a unique Estates Area business, the Shy Wolf Sanctuary 

The Sanctuary has operated since 2000 as a 501 C-3 non-profit organization dedicated to education regarding 

wild animals and coordinating rescue services for wolves and wolf-dogs.  Come meet director Emily Willard 

and learn about her interesting program! 

GGEACA supports area business owners and appropriate home-based businesses in the Estates Area!  

Come learn about your neighbors and the services they offer!!  We look forward to hearing from these and 

other Estates Area business owners.  To participate in the Estates Business Marketplace and to advertise in the 

Estates Area Voice, the GGEACA newsletter, contact President Peter Gaddy at 353-7330, any Association 

Board Member, or contact us at our website: http://www.estates-civic.org 

New Market Place Members 

http://www.estates-civic.org
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The Estates Business Marketplace 

This Publication has been made possible by: 


