
 
 
 
 
 

Welcome Aboard!  
Yes, I Want to Become A Member!  

of  the  

Golden Gate Estates Area Civic Association  
 

Simply complete this form with the applicable membership Dues (as listed below) and Mail to:  
GGEACA Membership  

 
P.O. Box 990596  

Naples, FL 34116-6002  
____ Membership Renewal ____ New Membership  

Name (s)___________________________________________________________________  
Address____________________________________________________________________  

Zip __________________  
Phone ___________________Fax______________ Email___________________________  

 
Annual Membership Dues Please Select One:  

____ $20 Single Membership ____$25 Family Membership ____$30 Business Membership  
You can also contribute to the Emergency Fund used to assist Estates Residents  

who have suffered a catastrophe ( Fire, Flood, Accident, etc.)  
 

Annual Dues $____________  
Optional Emergency Fund Donation $____________  

Total Enclosed $____________  
Please make your Check or Money Order Payable to the  

Golden Gate Estates Area Civic Association  
*Association Newsletter  
*Newsletter Advertising  

Would you be interested in Advertising your Business with a Card-sized Ad in the  
Monthly Newsletter?  

____Yes, Please contact me with Details ____No  
 
 

____________________________________________________ ____________________  
Member Signature                                              Date  

  

www.estates-civic.org  

http://www.estates-civic.org
http://www.estates-civic.org
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Inside this Issue: 

Thanksgiving  -  One of  Our Great 
American Traditions 

A ceremonial day of thanks goes back in the history of man for many centuries, 

often beginning as a celebration of a bountiful harvest.  In North America, al-
though we know of many such celebrations in the days of early colonization, the 
classic example brought forward in history is that of the Pilgrims of the Plymouth, 
Massachusetts colony in 1621.  As retold, these hardy souls celebrated their first 
harvest with their Native American friends over a feast of turkey, cranberries, corn, 
pumpkins, and other native delicacies.  A thanks, in essence, for their survival in 
their new homes in America. Thanks were frequently invoked throughout  
American history during other periods of crisis and conflict. 
 
The first national proclamation of a day of thanks was made by the Continental  
Congress in 1777 during the Revolutionary War, and later formalized by President 
George Washington.  The fortunes of war were again the focus of President  
Abraham Lincoln when he proclaimed a national Thanksgiving Day as the last  
Thursday in November following the turning of the tide in the Civil War, 1863.  
Finally, Thanksgiving Day was formalized as the fourth Thursday in November 
during the final years of the great depression by Franklin Roosevelt and Congress, 
with World War II clearly on the horizon. Although different, we face many  
challenges in the fast paced society we live in today.  
 
It certainly is easy to become overwhelmed by the struggles of schedules, traffic, 
and the economic ups and downs of a growing community and lose sight of our 
many blessings in SW Florida.  Indeed, despite the bumps in the road and the 
growing pains, we have much to be proud of and look forward to.  We live in a 
beautiful area filled with opportunity and promise.  As far as a day of thanks is 
concerned, there is certainly nothing more wholesome and timely than a gathering 
of friends and family to celebrate our blessings, the laughter, and the sunshine!!  It 
is simply a great holiday and a vibrant spirit to be celebrated by all that have come 
to call America and SW Florida their home. 
 
Chances are, your Thanksgiving Day has become a festive dinner, with perhaps the 
viewing of some football, a nap or two, or preparations for a shopping expedition.   
Although it is not a harvest celebration in the classical sense, it is indeed a grand  
tradition and perhaps the most revered American holiday.  Cherish and Enjoy!! 
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The Estates Area Voice http://www.estates-civic.org Page 3 

Peter Gaddy 
 
Retractions can provide us with important clues in the science of politics. This is so because they reveal the inner  

workings of a political process and provide a level of transparency that pierces the veil of secrecy that accompanies 
highly charged political decisions. This is so because they represent the revocation of the original statement and are  
often accompanied by explanations of how the original error occurred. 
 

For example, in 1633 Italian astronomer Galileo Galilei was put under house arrest and brought to trial for suggesting 
that the earth was neither flat nor the center of the universe. Following his retraction and release from custody he is  
rumored to have looked down at the earth and said, òIt still moves.ó Galileoõs heliocentric theory ultimately prevailed. 
 

A contemporary example of a retraction and its accompanying explanation has occurred right here in Collier County. 
Supporters of Jackson Labs want to make Ave Maria the center of the universe of personalized genetic medicine. 
 

Apparently, in furtherance of this objective, Michael Hyde, vice president for advancement of Jackson, issued a  
statement of support for a new Interstate 75 interchange at Everglades Boulevard. In a written statement last week, he 
portrayed the interchange as important for the future development of the lab, and stated: òThank you for helping ôpave 
the wayõ for the Biomedical Village and JAX-Florida!ó 
 
He neglected to mention that òpavingó for JAX would involve the expenditure of hundreds of millions of  
taxpayer dollars to six-lane Everglades Boulevard. (A four-lane Everglades in a six-lane footprint is now in the countyõs 
long-range transportation plan.) 
 
In his statement, Hyde also referred to òopposition groupsó that wanted to stop or delay the interchange. Presumably he 
was referring to the state and federal environmental protection agencies. 
 

In an e-mail from Nancy Payton, field representative of the Florida Wildlife Federation, to Jeff Lytle of the Naples Daily 
News, Payton stated: òAs long as Jackson Lab/Biomedical Village continues to assert that the interchange is ôvitalõ to 
their success, we will oppose Jackson Lab/Biomedical Village.ó She demanded a retraction. 
 

In response, Hyde made an unequivocal retraction of his prior letter of support. He noted that Jackson Labs takes pride 
in conducting itself in an òenvironmentally sensitive manner.ó In an interview, Hyde stated that we òblundered into the 
controversy and overstepped our bounds.ó 
 

Collier County Commissioner Jim Coletta told me that Jacksonõs original letter of support for the interchange at I-75 was 
made at his request. 
 

On Oct. 11, 2010, Jackson Labs went dark. On that date attorneys for Jackson made a formal request for 
òconfidentialityó under the Sunshine Law. The public will no longer be able to view documents involving the state  
and county agreements that are being written. These documents will remain secret for one year from the date of the  
confidentiality request. The only information the public receives from now on out will be information that  
Jackson elects to disclose. Galileo was right; the earth under our feet continues to move! Too bad we canõt see  
everything that happens underground. 

We know the earth moves,  
but who knows what  happens ôundergroundõ 

Disclaimer; Due to the comprehensive nature of any association newsletter, it is impossible to endorse its content simply because issues could arise that have not been voted 
on for the welfare of the general membership. With this in mind, the Golden Gate Estates Area Civic Association does not necessarily endorse the content of this publication. 
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Nomination for 2010 Golden Gate  
Citizen of the Year Goes Toééé... 

Mike Ramsey 

Vice President of The Golden Gate 

Estates Area Civic Association Inc. 

Our community is fortunate to have many citizens that volunteer countless hours each year to better our lives, 

support charities, and work towards a better tomorrow.  For many years the Golden Gate President's Council has 
honored citizens for their community service and has recognized one as Golden Gate Citizen of the Year.  The annual 
banquet is co-hosted by community organizations including the Golden Gate Civic Association, Golden Gate  
Kiwanis, Collier Rotary, the Golden Gate Estates Area Civic Association, the Home Owners Association of 
Golden Gate Estates, and the Golden Gate Women's Club.  Each sponsoring group is asked to nominate one 
member to represent their organization.   
 
Additional nominees are chosen from public service and the community  
at large. At the November  meeting, directors nominated Vice President Mike Ramsey as the GGEACA  
representative for Golden Gate Citizen of the Year to enthusiastic membership approval.  With so many Estates Civic 
members that are active in our community, we look forward to having an opportunity each year to give one of our 
members special commendation on the community stage.  We have many members that richly deserve recognition 
for their service to GGEACA, the community, and Collier County.  We look forward to recognizing outstanding 
citizens from GGEACA, and other service organizations as well.  We thank the Golden Gate President's Council 
for inviting us to participate. 
 
As the 2010 award winner is not known at press time for the newsletter, we will take time at the November meeting 
to recognize all the community nominees and celebrate the great contribution all volunteers make to our  
community! 

Disclaimer; Due to the comprehensive nature of any association newsletter, it is impossible to endorse its content simply because issues could arise that have not been voted 
on for the welfare of the general membership. With this in mind, the Golden Gate Estates Area Civic Association does not necessarily endorse the content of this publication. 

http://www.estates-civic.org
http://www.estates-civic.org
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Association Election for 2011 Officers and BOD 

Our annual election of Association Officers and Board of Directors for 2011 will be held at the November 17th  

meeting.   Nominating Committee chairman Geoff Wane presented the names of volunteers to date at the October 20th  

membership meeting and additional nominations were made from the membership floor.  Other interested volunteers 

were asked to immediately contact Geoff or committee members Rita Caskey or George Gruszewski. 

 

The volunteers for 2011 Officers are:  President: Peter Gaddy; Vice President: Mike Ramsey; Secretary: Tim Nance; 

Treasurer: Marcie Hofmann. Peggy Whitbeck will serve as our Past President.  As there are no contested officer  

positions, the election will be seeking the  approval of the membership of the above listed slate of officers by  

acclamation. 

 

The Committee is happy to present the following nominees who have offered to serve as Directors. 2011 Board Member 

candidates include: Jim Flanagan, Tim Wallen, Bryan Matson, Jim Coletta, and Pat Ballard.   From these candidates, 

GGEACA members will vote at the November 17th meeting, with the top four vote recipients serving as GGEACA  

Directors for 2011. 

 

Committee Chairman Geoff Wane has asked each prospective director to briefly introduce themselves to the  

membership on election night and speak briefly concerning their interest in GGEACA.  Please come to the meeting  

and choose your leadership for 2011. 

 

  

Naples Botanical Garden offers Exciting Programs 

The wonderful Naples Botanical Garden continues to grow in leaps and bounds.  For the 2010 / 11 

season, NBG is excited to announce the opening of three new gardens:  the Florida Garden, the Asian 
Garden, and the Water Garden.  The coming month's calendar offers an outstanding selection of events, 
programs, and educational opportunities for gardeners of all interests!!  Please check their informative 
website at www.naplesgarden.org for more information and a complete schedule of events. 

Disclaimer; Due to the comprehensive nature of any association newsletter, it is impossible to endorse its content simply because issues could arise that have not been voted 
on for the welfare of the general membership. With this in mind, the Golden Gate Estates Area Civic Association does not necessarily endorse the content of this publication. 

This Months Speakers 

Elaborate and expensive roadway median landscaping has become a prominent feature throughout Collier 

County in recent years.  November's speaker will be our own Mike Ramsey, who will present information on 
new sustainable landscaping projects demonstrated by the Water Symposium of Florida. 
Mike will show us some dramatic before and after photos from Marco Island and Everglades City on  
innovative landscape concepts that are more economical and are sustainable, resource conserving, and  
environmentally friendly. 
 
These projects may foretell a new efficient style for landscaping in the Estates Area and eastern Collier in the 
future! Our second speaker will be Pastor Steven Wigdahl from the Emmanuel Lutheran Church.  Pastor  
Wigdall will introduce us to his proposed new 20+ acre, $17 million dollar complex on Radio Road that  
includes a new Community Center and a Health Center. Join us for an informative meeting with the latest 
community news and updates. 

http://www.estates-civic.org
http://www.estates-civic.org
http://www.estates-civic.org
http://www.estates-civic.org
http://www.naplesgarden.org
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Get Ready for the Annual GGEACA Christmas 
Party December 15th  

GGEACA members should plan to attend the annual Christmas Party, our social highlight of the year, 

to be held at the regular December Membership Meeting on Wednesday, December 15th.  As in the past the 
party will be a covered dish dinner with the Association furnishing the utensils, the meat course, and the 
drinks.  Members should plan to bring one of their favorite holiday side dishes, salads, or deserts!!  Sign-up 
sheets for side dishes will be circulated at the November membership meeting.    
 At the party we will also have our annual toy collection for the Marine "Toys for Tots" to brighten the 
holidays for needy Estates Area children.  Please plan on bringing a new, unwrapped toy or two that will be 
donated to this great community effort.    GGEACA has always been proud of our community outreach, and 
in these difficult economic times, our support and charity is needed more than ever. 
Thanks, and hope to see you all for a great party!!! 

2010 Poll Worker Volunteers Complete Busy  
Election Season 

A very important source of funding for Estates-Civic activities and charity donations has been the  

Adopt-A-Poll program through the Collier County Supervisor of Elections.  The November 2nd General  
Election was a very busy one with our Precinct 343 team hustling to process over 500 voters!  GGEACA  
members  have volunteered many hours of their time in this program over the past election seasons, and their 
hard work has supported our charity and scholarship programs each year.   
 
This year's team will raise over $2,500.00!Our Very Special Thanks to Clerk Jim Flanagan, Assistant Clerk, Carol 
Gaddy, Inspectors Peggy Whitbeck, Linda Wallen, Patrick Leon, Tim Nance, Bev Foytik, Ron Foytik, and Deputy 
Scott Plummer for a job well done!! These dedicated members have served their community and represented the 
Golden Gate Estates Area Civic Association well.  Thank You for your hard work, dedication, and outstanding 
Civic Service! 

Disclaimer; Due to the comprehensive nature of any association newsletter, it is impossible to endorse its content simply because issues could arise that have not been voted 
on for the welfare of the general membership. With this in mind, the Golden Gate Estates Area Civic Association does not necessarily endorse the content of this publication. 
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http://www.estates-civic.org
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GGEACA Community  
Charity and Scholarships - Volunteers Needed  

Community Service has always been an important part of the Golden Gate Estates Area Civic Association.  

Thanks to the generosity of our membership with their time and donations, and several successful fundraising 
activities such as the Adopt-A-Poll program with the Collier Supervisor of Elections and the Golden Gate  
Frontier Days Festival, our finances are in good enough shape to allow us to continue our community outreach. 
 
At our October meeting, the membership approved the donation of two $1000 dollar scholarships for worthy 
Estates Area High School students for 2011.  For the Holiday season, we would also like to consider  
participating in the annual food drive for needy families that is coordinated through the Collier County School 
District and dozens of student volunteers.   
 
In years past GGEACA has donated canned hams to this program. 
Volunteers are needed for our GGEACA Charity and Scholarship Committees. If you would like to join the 
Scholarship/Charity Committee, and work with these great community activities, please see Gayle Nance or Jim 
Flanagan at the November 17th meeting. 

Disclaimer; Due to the comprehensive nature of any association newsletter, it is impossible to endorse its content simply because issues could arise that have not been voted 
on for the welfare of the general membership. With this in mind, the Golden Gate Estates Area Civic Association does not necessarily endorse the content of this publication. 

http://www.estates-civic.org
http://www.estates-civic.org
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November  11th - Thursday   -  2010 Golden Gate Citizen of the Year Banquet ð All citizens Welcome! 
 Program:  Recognizing Volunteers and outstanding Golden Gate Area Citizens in 
  all six area Civic Associations and Service Organizations  

Time:  6:30 PM    Tickets $40.00          
  Location:  Vanderbilt Country Club  -  8250 Danbury Blvd., Naples, FL  -  off Collier Blvd. 
 
 

November 17th - Wednesday   -   Monthly  GGEACA Meeting Happy Thanksgiving!! 
 Speaker:  Water Symposium of Florida - Median Landscape Demonstrations - Mike Ramsey 
 Election for GGEACA Officers Directors for 2011 

Time: 7:00 to 9:00 PM              
  Location:  Fire Station # 71 Meeting Room - Corner of Golden Gate Blvd. and 13th St. SW 
 
 

November 23rd - Tuesday   -  Collier County State Legislative Delegation Meeting and Public 
Hearings ð All Citizens Welcome for submission, discussion,  and review of local Bills 

Time:  9:00AM  to 11:00AM            
  Location:  UF /IFAS Research Center Auditorium 
    2686 SR29 S. Immokalee, FL34142 

Time:  2:00PM  to completion            
  Location:  BCC Chambers, 3rd Floor, Administration Building 
  Collier County government Center 
  3301 Tamiami Tr. E.  Naples, FL  34112 
 
 

November 24th - Wednesday   -  Golden Gate Estates Task Force Meeting ð All Citizens Welcome! 
Time:  8:15AM  to 9:30AM            

  Location:  Big Corkscrew Island Fire and Rescue Dist. meeting room 
                          Immokalee Rd. and Randall Blvd. 
 
 

November 25th - Thursday   -  Thanksgiving Day 
 
 
December 1st - Wednesday   -  GGEACA Board of Directors Meeting ð All members Welcome! 

Time: 7:00 to 9:00 PM              
  Location:  Fire Station # 71 Meeting Room - Corner of Golden Gate Blvd. and 13th St. SW\ 
 
 

December  15th - Wednesday   -   December  GGEACA  Meeting Merry Christmas! 
Annual Holliday Party - Covered Dish Dinner!! 
Holiday Toy Drive - Marine "Toys for Tots" 

Time: 7:00 to 9:00 PM              
  Location:  Fire Station # 71 Meeting Room - Corner of Golden Gate Blvd. and 13th St. SW 
 

 

Disclaimer; Due to the comprehensive nature of any association newsletter, it is impossible to endorse its content simply because issues could arise that have not been voted 
on for the welfare of the general membership. With this in mind, the Golden Gate Estates Area Civic Association does not necessarily endorse the content of this publication. 

http://www.estates-civic.org
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Board and Committee Members  2010 President and Officers 

Bulletin Board 

Disclaimer; Due to the comprehensive nature of any association newsletter, it is impossible to endorse its content simply because issues could arise that have not been voted 
on for the welfare of the general membership. With this in mind, the Golden Gate Estates Area Civic Association does not necessarily endorse the content of this publication. 

 

 
Tim Wallen Board Member 

 
Gayle Nance  Scholarships 

 
        Jim Flanagan Board Member 

 
Bryan Matson Board Member 

 

 
Peter Gaddy President 
 
Mike R. Ramsey Vice President 
 
Tim Nance Secretary 
 
Marcie Hofmann Treasurer 

  

Webmaster/Editor 

http://www.estates-civic.org
mailto:kc4ssd@gmail.com
mailto:nanceg@earthlink.net
mailto:Jflan241@aol.com
mailto:Bymatson@gmail.com
mailto:petergaddy@comcast.net
mailto:Michael.R.Ramsey@RamseyInc.net
mailto:nanceg@earthlink.net
mailto:marcieszoo@embarqmail.com
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This Publication has been made possible by: 

The Estates Business Marketplace 

Disclaimer; Due to the comprehensive nature of any association newsletter, it is impossible to endorse its content simply because issues could arise that have not been voted 
on for the welfare of the general membership. With this in mind, the Golden Gate Estates Area Civic Association does not necessarily endorse the content of this publication. 
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