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Association Election for 2009  

Officers and BOD 

Our annual election of Association Officers and Board of Directors for 2010 

will be held at the November 18th meeting.   Nominating Committee mem-

ber Geoff Wane presented a slate of volunteers at the October 21st member-

ship meeting and additional nominations were requested from the member-

ship floor. Volunteers for 2010 officers and board of directors are:  President: 

Peter Gaddy; Vice President: Mike Ramsey; Secretary: Tim Nance; Treas-

urer: Marcie Hofmann.  Board Member volunteers are: Jim Flanagan, and-

Dave Hauenstein. Peggy Whitbeck will serve as our Past President. 

 As there are no contested positions or seats, the election will be seek-

ing approval of the above listed slate of officers and directors by the member-

ship by acclamation. 

http://www.estates-civic.org/Calendar.html
http://www.estates-civic.org
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Estates Bill of Rights  

Workshop featured for November 

 Our November meeting will feature the first of many community workshops on the concept docu-

ment known as the Estates Bill of Rights.  This document has been compiled by the Golden Gate Estates Area 

Civic Association for the purpose of facilitating discussion on the future and the community character of 

Golden Gate Estates and adjacent rural / residential neighborhoods in Collier County, Florida. 

 As Collier County moves forward toward build-out, growth management plans are evolving and 

changing.  In order to keep pace with surrounding development, and looking forward to the update of the 

Golden Gate Master Plan - our community growth plan, residents of the Estates Area must begin to consider 

what we expect and want our community to be like in the years ahead.  It is hoped that the Estates Bill of 

Rights can assist a comprehensive community review and discussion of many important issues for not only the 

Estates Area, but rural areas throughout the county. 

It is important to understand what this document is, and also, what it is not! 

The EBR is a compilation of ideas, concepts, and thoughts that have circulated in Golden Gate Estates and 

rural Collier communities for many years.  Many ideas are already formalized in Estates (E) code.  Many 

other issues have been introduced by county committees and at forums, public meetings, civic meetings, and 

by homeowner and community groups.  The EBR concept is by no means complete and is not a formal docu-

ment adopted by the GGEACA or any other group.  It is only the beginning of a community concept in pro-

gress that can be completed and adopted only by the community residents and property owners themselves!  

At the core of many community concerns, and central to the EBR concept, however, is the need for a rural 

standard for community development, as opposed to that currently applied in the urban coastal zone of Col-

lier County. 

 All interested citizens are encouraged to review the draft concepts in Estates Bill of Rights and contrib-

ute comments, constructive critique, and analysis.  Get involved in the discussion and help with the develop-

ment of a vision for the community character and future of the Golden Gate Estates Area!!  The November 

meeting will feature a review and discussion of roads and transportation issues.  A copy of the EBR is avail-

able at any GGEACA meeting or by contacting the Association at 

www.estates-civic.org   

Come join us for an informative meeting and discussion!! 

http://www.estates-civic.org
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           On October 19 and 20
th

 the Collier County Plan Commission held hearings on Growth manage-

ment Plan Amendments that would radically alter the existing plan for Golden Gate Estates. Four plan amend-

ments were presented that would convert over 100 acres from residential to commercial use.The largest com-

mercial proposal, on 56 acres, to be located off Randall, just east of Immokolee, would add over 400,000 square 

feet of retail and office. The second largest proposal would add 225,000 square feet of business and retail to a 40-

acre parcel at the northwest corner of Wilson and Golden Gate Boulevard. By comparison Coastland Center in 

Naples has 550, 000 square feet of retail space. 

 

County planning staff recommended against all of the proposal on the grounds that there was no demonstrated 

need for additional commercial space. In addition, planning staff found that the proposals were inconsistent 

with the goals of the Growth Management Plan, which designates the Estates as a rural residential community 

with only limited commercial development. The Plan Commission in an 8 to 2 vote, recommended approval of 

the 56-acre plan. No recommendation was made on the 40-acre proposal, the final vote being a 4-4 tie. Two 

smaller proposals were rejected. The Board of County Commissioners will make a final determination on the 

fate of all four proposals on January 19, 2010. A rare evening session will be held beginning at 5:00 PM on that 

date, in order that working residents can attend. 

Decorate a Christmas Tree with us at the Annual 

ƏV`kj ne SqddrƐ  

 As has been a tradition, the Golden Gate Estates Area Civic Association will be decorating a 

Bgqhrsl`r sqdd enq sgd `mmt`k ƏWalk of TreesƐ bnlltmhsx bdkdaq`shnm `s sgd Fnkcdm F`sd Bnlltmhsx

Center, 4701 Golden Gate Parkway.  Civic and Charity Organizations will decorate Trees this year with 

the theme: "Toyland" that will be on public display at the Community Center Joan Jenks Auditorium the 

week of December 7th - 12th. 

 GGEACA will decorate our tree on Sunday, December 6th beginning at 1:00 PM.   All interested 

ldladqr `qd hmuhsdc sn aqhmf `ooqnoqh`sd ƏSnxƐ sgdldc cdbnq`shnmr `mc gdko sqhl sgd sqdd  Enkknvhmf

the Walk of Trees celebration, our tree will be donated to a needy Estates Area family to brighten their 

holiday!! 

 New this year is a Community Christmas Social from 6:30 to 9:00PM on Thursday, Dec. 10
th

, for 

the public and members of all participating groups. The social will be held in the Community Center 

Auditorium with all the beautifully decorated trees!!   This will be a time of celebration as well as an op-

portunity to reach out to the community and attract new members.  Please feel free to share your culinary 

talents by bringing a finger food to share.  The Community Center will also provide refreshments.  Please 

see Peggy Whitbeck or Gayle Nance at the November 18
th

 GGEACA meeting to sign up to help with the 

tree decoration and for the social. 

 Come join your Estates Area friends in a great Golden Gate holiday tradition and a fun time!! 

http://www.estates-civic.org
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GGEACA  Holiday Charities Ɗ A Great Tradition  

and a Great Need 

 H oliday charities are always a worthy cause and a great way to have a positive impact on our com-

munity!  This season, GGEACA is once again proud to be participating in the efforts of two outstanding lo-

cal charity drives, Marine Toys for Tots+ `mc ƏFire Up for the HolidaysƐ- Sgd Fnkcdm F`sd Drs`sdr @qd` Bhuhb

Association will join our efforts together with Golden Gate Rotary, Kiwanis, Lions Club, the Golden Gate 

Civic Association, the Homeowner's Assoc. of the Estates, area Fire Districts, and other area civic and chari-

table organizations in a drive to benefit area children.  Our efforts are especially important considering the 

exceedingly difficult economic times.  Donations are being solicited of new, unwrapped toys, holiday sup-

plies, clothing, and non-perishable foods, all for donation to needy Golden Gate children and their families. 

 Several area Fire Districts, together with the Children's Network of SW Florida and area Elementary 

`mc Lhcckd Rbgnnkr+ `qd nmbd `f`hm nqf`mhyhmf sgd knb`k ƏFire UpƐ bg`qhsx cqhud enq 1//8- @kk cnm`shnmr vhkk

be distributed directly to area needy through the outreach of the Children's Network and Collier District 

Schools.  Drop-Off locations will be set up to receive donations throughout the holidays including:  area 

Florida Community Banks, the Golden Gate Community Center at 4701Golden Gate Parkway, VFW 7721 

on Neff Way (off of Collier Blvd), Fire Station #70 on Golden Gate Parkway, Fire Station #71 on Golden 

Gate Blvd., Fire Station #72 near the I-75 Cracker Barrel, and Fire Station Headquarters / #73 on Collier 

Blvd.  For additional information or to have your organization join in this community effort, contact Lt. 

Brandon Bunting, Golden Gate Fire District coordinator at 348-7508. 

As always, Marine Toys for Tots is a major charity for both the Christmas season, and for the benefit 

of area needy children throughout the year.  A great charity with a rich local tradition of service! 

 

All GGEACA members should be proud of our history in working together with these outstanding 

charitable organizations, and through them, helping our community members at a time of great need!! 

  

So please, join your Estates Area neighbors and friends in donating to the Marine Toys for Tots and the 

"Fire Up for the Holidays" charity efforts. 

 

Plan to bring a new, unwrapped toy, clothing, holiday supplies, or non-perishable food  

Donation to the Association Christmas Party on Wednesday, December 16th!! 

http://www.estates-civic.org
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Landscaping this Fall?   

Bnmrhcdq M`shud Ok`msr enq ` ƏFqddmƐ Drs`sdr 

 

 

 

 A rea gardeners and plant professionals are once again rediscovering the wonderful benefits and ad-

vantages of native plants for Estates area landscapes.  At a time when almost everyone is looking for low 

cost, low maintenance plantings, native plant species are an obvious choice with many advantages.  Most 

Estates Area residents can look right outside their windows for a clear example.  Hardy varieties such as 

Live Oak, Laurel Oak, Slash Pine, Wax Myrtle, Bald Cypress, Dahoon Holly, and Red Maple are out-

standing choices for a great landscape that thrives and flourishes in our hot wet summers and dry winters.  

Because they are naturally adapted to SW Florida, once established, native plants typically require little fer-

tilization and irrigation, and are for the most part pest free.  Many are cold hardy, fire adapted, and can be 

fnnc bgnhbdr enq ƏehqdvhrdƐ k`mcrb`odr `qntmc vnnck`mc gnld rhsdr- Hm `cchshnm sn knnjhmf fnnc+ m`shud

plants also provide food and habitat for birds and wildlife Ɗ a double bonus!!  Native plants, as their name 

bnmehqlr+ `qd mns nmkx dbnmnlhb`k+ ats ` fqd`s dmuhqnmldms`k nq ƏfqddmƐ bgnhbd- Hm e`bs sgd Ahf Bxoqdrr

Basin of the South Florida Water Management District is currently planning a program to feature the use of 

native plants for low input, low maintenance road median landscaping.  Perhaps one of the silver linings of 

the economic downturn will be the utilization of some of the readily available University of Florida Xeris-

cape technology in public plantings and landscape applications around Collier County!!  GGEACA will be 

bringing you details on this project as information becomes available. 

 In recent years the benefits of water conservation, reduced nutrient requirements, and the out-

standing success rate of native plantings have led many local growers and nurserymen to grow and stock 

more native plants.  They are much more available than in past years.  In addition to the trees mentioned 

above, numerous shrub and groundcover species are now also commonly available. 

 So, as you plan your fall plantings, or consider adding a few more plants to your woodland property 

to supplement what mother nature provided, remember the hardy natives!!  For more information on na-

tive plants for the Estates area, or sources of native plant material, please see Tim Nance at a GGEACA 

meeting 

or call 641-5414. 

 

http://www.estates-civic.org
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Vegetable Transplants for your Garden! 

        Residents throughout the Estates Area are getting into vegetable gardening!  Always a popular 

gnaax+ ` udfds`akd f`qcdm b`m ad ` fqd`s qdrntqbd enq jddohmf bnrsr cnvm hm snc`xƍr sntfg dbnmnlx+ `mc hr

also the very best way to get the freshest and most nutritious veggies. 

 To assist Association members, GGEACA will distribute garden ready vegetable transplants begin-

ning with the November 18
th

 meeting.  Transplants available will include tomatoes, peppers, sweet Vidalia 

type onions, and a variety of other garden favorites.  The varieties made available are selected for being well 

adapted to our SW Florida conditions and will be helpful for beginning gardeners and seasoned veterans 

alike. 

 Transplants are offered to Association members free, but donations will be accepted to help with 

the cost of the program.  Members wishing to pick up plants are asked to bring zip-lock bags in sandwich 

and gallon sizes to help carry the plants home.  Also bring a small magic marker to label the bags if you 

wish to keep track of the varieties.  Most are 5 to 6 inches tall and ready to go into the ground or large con-

tainer gardens immediately.  Tim Nance will also present a brief talk on some basic Florida gardening con-

cepts, and tips for successful tomato cultivation. 

 So, get your gardens ready and come pick up some transplants to jump start your vegetable supply!! 

Services at the Collier Spay Neuter Clinic 

 I f you are in need of pet care, please note that the Collier Spay Neuter Clinic at 

2544 Northbrooke Plaza Dr., Naples FL  34119   is offering affordable spay and neuter services. 

The prices are currently:  Dog spay $75, neuter $65 and Cat spay $50, neuter $40. 

To make an appointment call 239-514-SNIP (7647) or e-mail:  info@collierspayneuter.org 

mailto:www.estates-civic.org
mailto:info@collierspayneuter.org
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November 18th - Wednesday   -   November GGEACA Meeting 

          *  Workshop ï ñEstates Bill of Rightsò 

Time: 7:00 to 9:00 PM              

  Location:  Fire Station # 71 Meeting Room - Corner of GGate Blvd. and 13th St. SW 

 

 

December 2nd - Wednesday   -  GGEACA Board of Directors Meeting ï All members Welcome! 

Time: 7:00 to 9:00 PM              

  Location:  Fire Station # 71 Meeting Room - Corner of GGate Blvd. and 13th St. SW 

 

 

December 16th - Wednesday   -   November GGEACA Meeting 

          *  Annual Christmas Party ï Covered Dish Dinner 

Time: 7:00 to 9:00 PM              

  Location:  Fire Station # 71 Meeting Room - Corner of GGate Blvd. and 13th St. SW 

 

 

January 19th  - Tuesday   -   Collier County Commission Meeting 

           *  Consideration of Proposed GMP Amendments in Golden Gate Estates 

Time: 5:00 to 7:00PM              Exact Time of this agenda item TBD 

  Location:  BCC Chambers - 3rd Floor Bldg. F / County Government Center 

3301 E. Tamiami Trail 

mailto:www.estates-civic.org
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Bulletin Board 

2009 President and Officers 2009 Board and Committee Members  

Peggy Whitbeck  President  

 

Peter Gaddy  Vice-President 

 

Tim Nance  Past President   

 

Deanna Bess  Secretary 

 

Kathleen Raimondi  Treasurer 

Jim  Flanagan Board Member 

 

Mike R. Ramsey  Board Member 

 

Marcie Hoffman  Board Member 

 

Gayle Nance  Scholarships 

 

David Hauenstein  Board Member 

Disclaimer; Due to the comprehensive nature of any association newsletter, it is impossible to endorse its content simply because issues could arise that have not been voted on for the 

welfare of the general membership. With this in mind, the Golden Gate Estates Area Civic Association does not necessarily endorse the content of this publication. 

http://www.estates-civic.org
mailto:pegwhitbeck@embarqmail.com
mailto:petergaddy@comcast.net
mailto:nanceg@earthlink.net
mailto:deanabess@comcast.net
mailto:kcadc@yahoo.com
mailto:Jflan241@aol.com
mailto:ramsey.inc@embarqmail.com
mailto:marcieszoo@embarqmail.com
mailto:nanceg@earthlink.net
mailto:dhauenstein@comcast.net
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The Estates Business Marketplace 

This Publication has been made possible by: 

http://www.estates-civic.org

