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" A Fun October Meeting

2 some handy tips for both beginners and veteran tomato growers alike to help yq

3 good time and some Halloween fun!!

P.O. Box 990596, Naples, FL 3416602

No formal speaker is scheduled for our October meeting, but worry not!! Your
of Directors has put together a full slate of informative and entertaining "Shorts"
promise an interesting and fun meeting for all. BOD members will bring you up
on the status of the new proposed interchang&Bmamd the latest proposals for the
newCollier County Watershed Management Btahwhat both these projects could
mean for Estates Area residents and property owners.

Summary information will be available to help you sort through the FEMA flood
ance program, offering some good handouts, as well as the proposed Florida
tional Amendments that will appear on the November 2nd election ballot. Mike
sey will show some photos of ttater Symposium of Hlorddlaintenance Road
Median Landscape demonstration projects. President Peter Gaddy will also sh
amusing video clips on topics of the day.

Board

that
to date

nsur-
Lonstitu
Ram-

pre som

Finally, member Tim Nance will kick off the fall vegetable gardening season witlh a

short presentation dfomato Culturén your vegetable garden. He promises to giV

e
u get

the very best results with this garden favorite!! Come to the October meeting for a

For all Dates, Times, and Information regarding Important County Meetings: Please refer to:
http://www.estategivic.org/Calendar.html
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Peter Gaddy

Where exactly are your
federal tax dollars going to work?

Flood insurance is familiar to many Collier County residents. New flood maps recently unveiled could redefine flooc

prone areas and add 50,000 structures to the rolls of those required to purchase mandatory flood insurance

. | thou

it prudent to look into how the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) manages those premium dollars.

NFIP stands for National Flood Insurance Program. It is run by FEMA, the agency that gained worldwide attention

for botching the Katrina relief effort. NFI P i s

t he

health care plan, not everyone is required to buy this insurance, only those deemed by the agency to have a risk of
flooding. Unlike private insurance companies, when FEMA runs short of cash, they are by law permitted to dip into

the U.S. Treasury. NFIP currently owes the taxpayers $18.8 billion.

The GAO, Government Accountability Office, is the watchdog group for Congress, and is charged with the 1
bility of overseeing the integrity of feder arilsk | ¢
|l ist since 2006. A recent report released | ast 1

to the GAQ, it is unlikely that NFIP will ever be able to pay back its debt to the taxpayers, despite the fact th
collected more than $3.2 billion in premiums last year.

More alarming are the operational i ssues uneartf
mi ssing, and no system was in place that woul d 4
The GAO also found that NFIP has a system of grandfathering lower rates and subsidizing thiosle amgzigh

In fact, 25 percent of the claims are paid to about 1 percent of the policyholders. This reflects the growing n
repetitive losses.

The poster child for repetitive claims is a house in Wilkinson County, Miss. The home has flooded 34 times
1974 and NFIP has paid a total of $663,000 in claims on this single family home. The house is worth about
Imagine what your fire insurance company would say if your house caught on fire 34 times.

By | aw, NFI P is required to charge premiums baség
not reflect the actual ri sk of | os s -ponehieds bas deenf i
known for a long time. In fact, seven years ago, FEMA began a program it nicknated fdextre these defi-
ciencies. By 2008, the agency had spent $40 million on this project. The project was cancelled as a failure i
the agency is now investigating what, if anything, can be salvaged from the ruins of this program.

When you see those signs in the roadway proclaiming that your federal tax dollars are at work, you might w
work doing what?
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Nomination for 2010 Golden Gate
Citizen of the Year

Once again it is time for nominations for Golden Gate Citizen of the Year. Area civic, service, and fraternal
organizations including Collier Rotary Club, Lions Club, The Golden Gate Area Civic Association, HOAGGE,
andGGEACA each nominate an outstanding member for consideration. Sponsored each year by the Golden
Gate President's Council, this year's banquet will again be held at the Vanderbilt Country Club on the evaning of
Thursday, November 11th. All area citizens may purchase tickets, and are invited to join in the festivities

The Golden Gate President's Council is made up of representatives of all civic and fraternal groups in the
Golden Gate Community. Its function is to encourage open lines of communication, project networking, and
promotion of our community. Tickets are $30.00 and you can find out more by calling Tim Nabdét 641

At the October meeting thiegGEACABOD will bring an outstandingGEACA member nominee to the
membership for consideration. Nominations may also be made from the floor. We look forward to celebrating

all the organization nominees for 2010 and all of our local members and residents who volunteer with our great
community organizations throughout the year.
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An Estates Resi dentos Per :
Issues of Local Fire Districts

Estates Area residents are served by two local Fire Districts: Big Corkscrew Island Fire and Rescue Disttict

(BCIFR) and the Golden Gate Fire and Rescue District (GGFR). As a resident of the Estates it becomes clear, aft
living here for any length of time, that there are 2 types of fire ssauraral and wildfiredt is also clear Estates
residents need both the BCIFR and GGFR districts to adequately address our fird damfelsR is set up
with equipment for both wildfire issues and structures, while GGFR is more equipped for structural fires.
The overall size of Golden Gate Estates, Orange Tree, Water Ways and adjacent rural communities such gs
Corkscrew and the North Belle Meade, totaling more than 100,000 acres, illustrates the need for both
districts. Both districts together provide a minimum coverage of this large: isralvays a fact that in

major fire emergencies any District will require more resources than what it may have individually.

BCIFR and GGFR are in financial crisis due to the continuing drop in property values over the last 3 years
and the resulting decrease in operating m&t¥R and GGFR have been instituting all possible cost savings
measures to reduce operating castbor unions have reduced their costs as well. Equipment replacement has
been delayedhese 2 districts are cutting costs, but it still does not look like sufficient revenue will come in to
maintain the current level of staffing and service. Without increased revenue BCIFR may well have to revert to a
volunteer fire department irRlyears, as it used to IBGFR may be-3 years behind them.

The BCIFR and GGFR board and administration are trying to address their financial issues and revenue
shortfall in the right ways:

1. They have been trying to reduce operating costs.

2. They have diligently worked within their individual districts to improve efficiency and resolve financial
issues, while maintaining needed emergency services to the residents of both districts.

In order to find more cash for operations the BCIFR board has chosen to go to its voters in a November referen-
dum to request an increase in the millage rate to its max G3GFH®.has the same option but is currently trying
to focus strategy on further reduction of costs.

As a resident, | would like to commend the logical way BCIFR & GGFR districts boards and administrationg are
trying to manage the financial cribisst, cut internal costs to the bone, and second, and only if absolutely
necessary, look to residents of the district for an increase in the milldgésriata. tough issue. Hard decisions
have to be made in both of these organizations and it appears they are making progress.

In an unfortunate but closely related issue, it has come to the attentiehGit #ieA that several Fire Commis-
sioners on the North Naples Fire and Rescue (NNFD)
GGFR district for revenue to address their own funding probIMED plans to build a new fire station on
Livingston Road just north of Pine Ridge Road, and then seek an annexation of communities with high property
values, (and high fire district revenues), from the GGFR district around the new station into the NNFD areg! The
NNFD board is discussing this strategy because they cannot sustain their current cost of operations, staffing, and
salaries. They would like to take tax revenue away from the GGFR District to continue their lavish and expgnsive
operations and spending. It has been made clear through attending recent NNFD board meetings that they are nc
willing to reduce or control of their current high costs and make the hard decisions this economnipstzpdres.
of trying to bring costs down they are discussipg
money or the staff to operate them.

Continued on page 5
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Continued from page 4

Last month, Board members from bailisEACA and the Golden Gate Area Civic Association (GGACA) ad-
dressed the NNFD board to inform them that both associations and area residents were EXTREMELY con
with this discussion and strate§ydFD Commissioners were reminded that it would be irresponsible for the
NNFD board to pursue raiding the economic base of GGFR District because it would significantly and negg
affect the health, safety and welfare of all the residents in both the GGFR and the BCIFRTDistactian
would cripple the operations in both districts by stripping out critical revenue for both operations and equipr
Both GGEACA and GGACA representatives indicated that if NNFD continued to pursue this strategy the as
tions and the residents woul d " gadtistheGGweCrdds wsittrho n
opinion that any such unprofessional and irresponsible planning by the NNFD will directly put citizens lives
property in both the GGFR and BCIFR Districts in severe jeopardy.

Estates Civic considers it unconscionable that the NNFD Fire Commissioners, administration, and f

cerned
tively
nent.
s0cia-
INgNeFSL
and
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fighters would suggest action(s) that would put neighboring citizens in another fire district in such a dangerous

situation for selfish interestiust shameful!

Mike Ramsey, Vice President

School District Update

Citizens and Friends;

During the past eight months the District School Board has addressed some very important issues.
The following are some of the results of our work:

1. The Board voted to recommend to the County Commissioners that school impact fees be reduced by 504
We hope that this will hglpmp start théocal real estate market and our economy.
2. The Board defeated a very liberal attendance policy recommended by the Supeliviereltainly
don't want students to think that school attendance is not important.
3. The Board passed a District Budget that did not increase the amount of taxes paid by Collier County
citizens in 2010 / 2011.
4. The Board, by a3vote, decided not to extend the Superintendent's contract beyond July 31, 2011.
5. The Board also voted in favor of thenmedeling of th&ethune Learning Centerimmokalee.
| requested the stipulation that the contract be awarded to a Collier County company.

The School Board must now find a new Superintendent for our Distiitbe looking forward to hearing
from you concerning this important decisibhis time we must do it right and involve all the citizens of Collier
County in our search.am looking forward to working closely with the community as we search for the right p¢
to lead ouDistrict into the future. If you have any input, questions, comments, or any other need to contact
invite you to Email me aterryro@collier.k12.fl.per call me at (239)30488. Together we can do better.

Best Regards,

Roy M. Terry
School Board Member, District 5

brson
me, |



http://www.estates-civic.org
mailto:terryro@collier.k12.fl.us
http://www.estates-civic.org
http://www.estates-civic.org
http://www.estates-civic.org

The Estates Area Voice http://www.estategivic.org Pageé

GGEACA Officers and Board of Directors to be
Nominated for 2011

October is the time for the nomination of yeuEACA Association Officers and Board Members for 2011.

The current 2010 Board is composed of Peter Gaddy / President, Mike Ramsey / Vice President, Marci Hofimann/

Treasurer, Tim Nance / Secretary, and Directors Jim Flanagan, Tim Wallen, and Bryan Matson.
Member Geoff Wane is Chairman of the Nominating Committee. Geoff and other committee members are 3
seeking any and all Association members interested in volunteering to serve the Association, either as an of

director, or committee chairman.

If you are interested inivolunteering, please contact Geoff Wané%2R3%ayle Nance at ZHBO0, or any
current Officer.or Board Member. Volunteering witlist&ACA s a lot of fun and a great way:to help and servi
your community! €ome get involved!! The nominating Committee will bring a slate of candidates to the men
the October 20th Association meeting. Nominations may also be made from the fle@¥EAGE Election will
be held at the monthly meeting November 17th.
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Come Get Vegetable Transplants for your Garden

Residents throughout the Estates Area are getting into vegetable gardening! Always a popular hobby, a vegetabl
garden can be a great resource for keeping costp dc

the freshest and most nutritious veggies.

To assist Association membe&rs,EACA will once again distribute garden ready vegetable transplants beginn|ng
with the October 20meeting. Transplants at this meeting will focus on tomatoes, peppers, and a variety of|other
garden favorites. The varieties made available are selected for being well adapted to our SW Florida cond|tions at

will be helpful for beginning gardeners and seasoned veterans alike.

Transplants are offered to Association members free, but donations will be accepted to help with the cost of the

program. Members wishing to pick up plants are asked to bfowk Zipgs in sandwich and gallon sizes to help

carry the plants home. Also bring a small magic marker to label the bags if you wish to keep track of the varieties.
Most are 5 to 6 inches tall and ready to go into the ground or large container gardens immediately. Tim Nance will

also present a brief talk on some basic Florida gardening concepts, and tips for successful tomato cultivatiq
So, get your gardens ready and come pick up some transplants to jump start your vegetable supply!!

Golden Gate Estates Area Civic Association
Springs into Fall

n.

| t is the Fall season in the Estates and the Golden Gate Estates Area Civic Association is gearing up for ahother

informative and active year. For readers new to

for many years. It is a npolitical, communityninded forum for information and communication of local, county,

and statewide issues.

Informative Speakers, Informative Workshops At the meeting each month, informative speakers bring a widle

6 E ¢

variety of information and entertainment to members and guests. Division of Forestry brings awareness of the dan

gers of wildfire and what you can do to protect
what to be aware of in the latest criminal activity. Emergency Management brings information on Hurricane

y 0L
Prepar

edness, and other information about what to do in case of a disaster. Other speakers bring us information and in-
sight on subjects like organic gardening, trends in local real estate, wildlife awareness, local cleanup efforts, and n

more.
Following Community Issuesd Many Association members and Board Members follow County and Commu
i ssues, participating on many committees and pu
Maps and insurance, Estates Task Force, Estat es
onstration Projects, Community Wildfire Protection Plan, Long Range Transportation Plan Workshop, East
Oversight Committee, Floodplain Management Comm
view process, and thesEACA Estates Bill of Rights.

Continued on page 8
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Continued from page 7

Communication of Community Concernsi The main community communication tool is
http://www.Estate€Civic.org our award winning website. Latest association news and links to varioug

County government and local organizations can be found on this very artistic and informative comnpunity

website.

The association also keeps its members up to date with its monthly newsiett&istates Aredoice
Distributed electronically, or in a limited supply paper version, the newsletter provides information &
commentary on a wide variety of community issues and provides a calendar of community meeting
events.

Charity and Community Servicei Each yearGGEACA awards scholarships to deserving high schog
seniors continuing on to a college or trade school. Much of the fundraising effort over the year beng
the scholarship fund. Typically, two Estates area students receive $1000 scholarships from the

GGEACA. Fundraising includes a share of the proceeds from the Golden Gate Frontier Days Fest

nd
s and

fit

val

and AdoptA-Poll election marshalling. Member volunteers offer their time each year for these fundrais-

ing activities and other charities including holiday outreach and the annual Marine Corps Leggue
for Totschildren's toy drive.

Estates Business Marketplace GGEACA supports Estates Area business! At each monthly meetin

g,

business members are offered an opportunity to greet citizens and promote their services to the Estates

Area community. A table for business cards and business information is available at each monthly
ing. Business members are encouraged to bring materials and meet and greet other members ang

meet-
busi-

ness owners at 6:30 pm before the general meeting begins. Following our primary Speaker each month,
a member business owner may schedule a 3 to 5 minute presentation about their business and services.

Vegetable Gardeningi Last year 6s Association vegetabl e
ing the soil into their own vegetable garden. Each month from October to January, a wide variety o
transplants are made available to Association members. These include a wide variety of vegetable
herbs such as tomatoes, peppers, lettuce, cabbage, broccoli, onions, collard greens, kale, jalapeng
basil, oregano, chives, and others. This year the program will continue, so get your garden ready.

Seasonal Socials Enjoy good times with your neighbors and community members. In May and Dec

ber, the usual meeting agenda and format is set aside so that we can all break bread and enjoy ea¢

ot herds company i n adadishsdcia.Noy@dgranasmombusinégssisaaxgeod s
time to be had by all.

The Golden Gate Estates Area Civic Associatioht 6 s a pl ace where you
nity, and learn how to participate in local government and the community process. To join the Goldg¢
Gate Estates Area Civic Association, and bring your voice to your community, contact any of the Bq
Members or come to one of the monthly meetings. Monthly meetings are held on the third Wedneg
of the month at 7:00 pm at the Fire Station 71 meeting room at f06t13N, behind the Estates
Branch Library on Golden Gate Blvd.

Annual dues are $25 per family and $30 for a business. The next meeting is Wednesday, Novembe
For more information or to join, visit the websitenéab:www.Estates-Civic.org or contact the Associa-
tion Secretary at 23641-5414.

Jim Flanagan

tra
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r 17th.
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October 16th- Saturday - Yard Saled All Citizens Welcome!
Time: 7:00AM to 2:00PM
Location: E's Country Store 21 Golden Gate Blvd. East

October 18th- Monday - Early Voting Begins General Election

October 20th- Wednesday - October GGEACA Meeting Happy Halloween!!
Program: Updates and fun "Short Subjects”
Speaker: Tim Nane&Tomatoes in your Garden"
"Enjoy the CityCoupon Book Sales!
Time: 7:00 to 9:00 PM
Location: Fire Station # 71 Meeting Roer@orner of GGate Blvd. and 13th St. SW

October 23th- Saturday - Yard Saled All Citizens Welcome!
Time: 7:00AM to 2:00PM
Location: Max Hasse Community Park, 3390 Golden Gate Blvd. West

October 27th- Wednesday - Golden Gate Estates Task Force Meeting All Citizens Welcome!
Time: 8:15AM to 9:30AM
Location: Big Corkscrew Island Fire and Rescue Dist. meeting room
Immokalee Rd. and Randall Blvd.

October 29th- Friday - Halloween “Trunk or Treat"” d All Children and Families Welcome!
Time: evening Call: 348500
Location: Max Hasse Community Park, 3390 Golden Gate Blvd. West

November 2nd- 7uvesday - Election Day Please Vote!!

November 3rd- Wednesday - GGEACA Board of Directors Meetingd All members Welcome!
Time: 7:00 to 9:00 PM
Location: Fire Station # 71 Meeting Roer@orner of GGate Blvd. and 13th St. SW

November 11th 7Thursday - 2010 Golden Gate Citizen of the YeBanquetd All citizens Welcome!
Program: Recognizing Volunteers and outstanding Golden Gate Area Citizens in
all six area Civic Associations and Service Organizations
Time: 6:30 PM Tickets $30.00
Location: Vanderbilt Country Club 8250 Danbury Blvd., Naples, Floff Collier Blvd.

November 17th- Wednesday - Monthly GGEACA Meeting
Speaker: TBD
Election forGGEACA Officers and BOD 2011
Time: 7:00 to 9:00 PM
Location: Fire Station # 71 Meeting Roer@orner of GGate Blvd. and 13th St. SW
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Bulletin Boarg

Board and Committee Members

7im Wallen Board Member

2010 President and Officers

Gavle Nance Scholarships

Marcie Hofmann Treasurer

Peter Gaddy President
Mike R. Ramsey Vice President

Bryan Matson Board Member

7im Nance Secretary
Jim Flanagan Board Member

Disclaimer, Due to the comprehensive nature of any association newsletter, it is impossible to endorse its content simply becausesissuld arise that have not been voted
on for the welfare of the general membership. With this in mind, the Golden Gate Estates Area Civic Association does notssanly endorse the content of this publication.
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This Publication has been made possible by:

The Estates Business Marketplace

AIR CONDITIONING

COMMERCIAL

Residential Air Conditioning
Commercial A/C & Refrigeration

Timothy J. Wallen

(239) 566-3999 Fax (239) 596-3903

1901 J & C Bivd.#B + Naples. FL 34109-6211

0, U &
¥crere.
455-0450

ECOWATER

S S e *°  Division of Golden Gate Well Drilling
e

&

ROBERT MAST

President
1822 40th Terrace S.W.

Naples, Florida 34116 I ”‘(,
Phone (239) 455-3131 g
Fax (239) 455-8789 ;

SAVING THE WORLD'S WATER. ONE TAP AT A TIME.

Yahl Mulching & Recycling, Inc
Horticultural Dump Site

John Fillmore
Owner/Manager

2250 Washburn Ave
Naples, FI 34117

239-352-7888

Fax:239-352-4649
15-20-30 Yard Dumpsters/On Site Grinding
Organic Compost Topsoil

Ramsey Inc.
Environmental Consulting, Wetlands Permitting,
Endangered Species & Septic Site Evaluations

Michael R. Ramsey
President
e-mail: ramsey.inc@ embargmail.com
www.ramseyinc.net

Phone: 239.564.1660
Fax: 866.334.1496
2631 4th St. NW
Naples, FL 34120

La'm) #

4

Seaside Properties
o itk e

MILLY MERCADO

239-304-0176 HOME 239-821-3491 CELL
239-304-2005 FAX 305-609-7784 CELL

643-2262- 599 9TH ST. N, SUITE 313 NAPLES, FL 34102
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