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Speaking About Animals ! 

       Living in a woodlands community, all Estates 

Area residents have the opportunity to enjoy the 

wide variety of native wildlife.  This month we are 

pleased to have a wonderful program presented by 

Ms. Joanna Fitzgerald, Wildlife Rehabilitation Cen-

ter Director with the Conservancy of Southwest 

Florida.  Ms. Fitzgerald will tell us about Center 

programs, and how we can participate in helping 

injured animals and birds. Come out and join us 

for an interesting evening!!  
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Large Commercial Center Proposed for Randall 

Boulevard 

       Our September speaker, Mr. Jack Sullivan, presented plans for a large commercial center along Ran-

dall Boulevard.  Planned by the Emergent Development Group of Dallas, Texas the proposal would offer ap-

proximately 391,000 square feet of retail and commercial space on 56 acres.  The project would extend from 

the existing Randall commercial area, east to 8th St. SE.  The time horizon for the project is the next 4 to 5 

years depending, of course, on the economic recovery. 

 

       Extensive planning has gone into the basic center layout including the incorporation of the existing com-

mercial strip center and BP gas station into a new comprehensive design.  All will be served with municipal 

water and sewer from the municipal plant serving Orange Tree.   

 

       Additionally, both the Big Corkscrew Island Fire Station #10 and the State of Florida Forestry facility 

would be relocated to new facilities as a part of the plan. 

Transportation planning has also been extensive.  Easements for the improvement of the Immokalee Rd. - 

Randall Blvd. intersection as well as needed right-of-way and water retention for future Randall 

Blvd.widening have been dedicated.  Plans include a signal light at 8th St SE, which is slated to be a major 

north-south Estates corridor in the future. 

 

       During discussions, Mr. Sullivan indicated that final design plans would focus on rustic architecture and 

lighting and infrastructure compatible with the Estates Area.  An "Estates Town Center" concept, offering 

open areas for walking, dining, and shopping was also introduced.  Comment sheets were provided seeking 

input on desired facilities and resident concerns.  This proposal, as well as the 40 acre commercial proposal for 

the corner of Golden Gate Blvd. and Wilson Blvd. will come before the Collier County Planning Commis-

sion on October 19th.  Please see the Community Calendar for details. 

 

       This center is the second proposal for a large commercial center to serve the Estates Area that has come 

forward in the last year.  Proposed for an area on the periphery of the Estates, and located at an intersection 

destined to be the first 6-lane by 6-lane in the area, this proposal appears very well planned and suited to our 

rural-residential community.  Initial outreach to adjacent Estates residents has been good, and GGEACA ap-

plauds this approach from the developers.   

 

       The Golden Gate Estates Area Civic Association will continue to support Estates residents and property 

owners adjacent to the project to insure appropriate mediation from noise, light, and other commercial activ-

ity is integral to the final design.  We encourage all Estates Area residents to provide input to the developers in 

the days and weeks ahead.  We look forward to project updates and will bring additional information to mem-

bers as it becomes available. 

http://www.estates-civic.org
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       Tg`s v`r ` oqdssx hloqdrrhud stqmnts enq ntq k`rs lddshmf hm Rdosdladq- Hsƍr fnnc sn jmnv sg`s

there are so many of you who are civic minded enough to give your valuable time to your Association. 

Our Association membership grows every month, members like you, realize the importance of having a 

membership in an association like ours. Your Board members keep a close watch over the County proc-

ess and alert the community with things of importance that might affect or change our way of life in the 

Estates. 

 

       At our next meeting in October we have the important job of nominating candidates for election or 

re-election. Names of candidates for officers and board of directors, for the 2010 season should be sent to 

Election Committee Chair Tim Wallen at (239) 253-4164 or email Kc4ssd@comcast.net or Gayle Nance 

(239)641-5414 or email nanceg@earthlink.net.  

 

       I am already aware of three changes to the Directors; they are me (Peggy) I shall be stepping down as 

President, Kathy Raimondi, treasurer, is stepping down and also Deana Bess, secretary. The remainder of 

the board have indicated that they would like to continue if that is the wish of the membership. So please 

send in your nominations. 

 

       @mnsgdq ahf `mc etm dudms sn ok`m enq hr ntq x`qc r`kd hm Mnudladq- Rn cnmƍs sgqnv `v`x `kk sg`s

rstee xnt vdqd ld`mhmf sn+ hs bntkc adbnld rnldnmd dkrdƍr sqd`rtqd   Lnqd cds`hkr `s sgd mdws lddshmf- 

 

       Hs cndrmƍs knnj khjd ntq cqntfgs hr fnhmf sn dmc `mxshld rnnm+ `s kd`rs vd g`udmƍs g`c ` gtqqhb`md+

but a nice wet tropical storm could do wonders. I guess water restrictions are going to become the norm 

for the future. 

 

Best Wishes to All, 

 

Peggy Whitbeck 

http://www.estates-civic.org
mailto:Kc4ssd@comcast.net
mailto:nanceg@earthlink.net
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2008 Winner of Pumpkin Carving Contest 

Recycling and Resource Recovery Park Plan to  

BCC Soon 

       

 

 

 

       Final plans for a new 360 acre Resource Recovery Park proposed for lands adjacent to the Collier 

County landfill will be presented to the Board of County Commissioners for final approval October 27th. 

Dan Rodriguez, Director of Collier County Solid Waste Management addressed GGEACA with project details 

at the February 2009 regular meeting, and held a final Neighborhood Information Meeting before concerned 

citizens at the Golden Gate Community Center on August 12th. 

 

 

 

 

 

           At this final meeting, citizen concerns were again expressed on a variety of issues, but primarily related to 

potential noise generated by the proposed delivery, tub-grinding, and trans shipping of horticultural waste.  Pro-

ject design plans dedicate 80 acres to horticultural waste and storm debris processing and it is these operations 

that are proposed to be nearest existing residences along Garland Rd.  Following hurricane Wilma, intensive 

debris processing occurred at county facilities 14 hours a day for 3 months.  Normal operations are planned for 

10 hours a day, 6 days a week.  Concerns about noise from trucks, grinders, and loader back-up beepers were 

specifically mentioned by many neighborhood residents. 

 

 

 

           Although some project plans have been modified to address resident concerns, these have been made pri-

marily on the west side of the Park.  Staff has relied on a buffer of preserve lands to mediate noise from eastern 

properties and residences.  It was not until the meeting of August12th that it was disclosed that the management 

of preserve areas included a prescribed burn of all lands and subsequent management as Red Cockaded Wood-

pecker (RCW) habitat.  Records indicate this detail was not expressed to the Collier County Planning Commis-

sion when presented. 

 

           As RCW habitat is managed as an extremely open ecosystem, preserve lands of the Resource Recovery 

Park, as proposed, will offer very little buffer of noise to adjacent residences.  GGEACA requests the considera-

tion by project planners, Collier County staff, and the Board of County Commissioners for additional appropri-

ate buffers and barriers for residents and property owners adjacent to the proposed horticultural waste  

processing  operations. 

http://www.estates-civic.org
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      N aples Post Master Robert Barber addressed a group of concerned citizens regarding potential post office 

closure and consolidation at a September 14
th

 meeting at the Golden Gate Community Center.  In his presenta-

tion he outlined a proposal to consolidate three Naples area Post Offices including the Golden Gate branch in 

the Sunshine Plaza near Ace Hardware. 

 

          The current proposal will consolidate operations in Golden Gate by moving the retail Post Office to the 

Golden Gate Annex at the corner of Green Boulevard and CR 951.  If approved, a new retail office and counter 

would be built in the existing building, as well as parking lot improvements.  P.O. boxes would be moved to the 

annex and all customer zip codes would remain the same.  It is estimated that such a consolidation would result 

in no loss of USPS personnel and more efficient customer service. 

Similar changes for two other Naples area offices were reviewed.  Final decisions and changes are not expected 

until some time in 2010. We are thankful that the Post Master has reinforced his commitment to keeping a 

USPS branch to serve Golden Gate and the Estates Area. 

North Belle Meade Mine Update 

       A t our September meeting, we received an interesting update on a pending mine expansion in the 

North Belle Meade area south of Golden Gate Boulevard.  Mr. Jim Brown, mine owner, announced that 

preparations were being made to begin mining on an additional 240 acres adjacent to the land currently being 

excavated by APAC.  Fill and a variety of rock products will continue to be trucked out of the crushing plant 

via 5th St. SW, with volume not exceeding historical levels.  Mr. Brown reiterated his commitment not to ex-

tend mining operations near Estates properties to the east or to haul material out of 16th Ave SW. 

 

          This new mine area is expected to supply material over the next 10 to 15 years, depending, of course on 

the economy and demand.  Included in the mine design is a long north-south lake designed to protect the envi-

ronmentally sensitive NRPA / sending lands to the east.  A right-of-way for the future extension of Wilson 

Boulevard has also been negotiated with Collier County Transportation.  This segment of right-of-way will be 

linked with a similar easement provided by the Florida Rock mine operation just to the south.  At some time 

in the future Wilson Boulevard will be extended south to White lake Blvd. and possibly points south.   

 

          Final results of the Wilson Boulevard Extension Corridor Study should be available some time in late 

2009 or early 2010.  Residents interested in additional information can contact Tim Nance at 641-5414 or  

Peggy Whitbeck at 353-2367. 

http://www.estates-civic.org
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Mandatory Flood Insurance May be Coming! 

Present Your Business at Estates Civic 

       Do you have a home based business or a business serving the Estates Area?  If so, come present your 

business and services at our Estates Business Marketplace!!  Each month our Estates Civic program offers a fo-

rum for local business owners to meet members, guests, and visitors, present information to the group, and 

distribute literature. 

           GGEACA supports area business owners and appropriate home-based businesses in the Estates Area!  

Come meet with your neighbors and introduce the product and services you have to offer!!  We look for-

ward to hearing from you and other Estates Area business owners.  To participate in the Estates Business Mar-

ketplace and to advertise in the Estates Area Voice, the GGEACA newsletter, and on our outstanding website 

at www.estates-civic.org  contact President Peggy Whitbeck at 353-2367.  You may also contact any Associa-

tion Board Member, or e-mail us at website. 

GGEACA Officers and Board of Directors to be 

Nominated at the October Meeting.  

        

       Reminder; to send candidates name to Tim Wallen at (239)253-4164 or email  

Kc4ssd@comcast.net, or 

Gayle Nance (239)641-5414 or email nanceg@earthlink.net. 

Or any current Officer or Board Member. 

 

            Volunteering is a lot of fun and a great way to help and serve your community. Get involved! 

Candidates to be announced at the October meeting. 

The election will be held in November. 

       GGEACA  board members are watching developments closely regarding the publication of 

new FEMA Flood Rate Insurance Maps and the associated updated Collier County Flood Damage Prevention 

Ordinance.  Early indications are that Golden Gate Estates and indeed most of Collier County out to SR 29 

may soon be reclassified as a flood zone and thus subject to new rules for development and mandatory flood 

insurance.  Obviously the cost of such a classification to homeowners, businesses, and the county itself will 

be enormous. 

 

            Documents we have been able to obtain to date indicate that little has been accomplished by our lo-

cal government over the past 7 years to retain our exemption from mandatory insurance. It is evident that 

here has been a great deal of administrative activity, but little apparent progress in averting this crisis.  The 

GGEACA Board is working hard to uncover the facts in this developing issue and will keep you informed 

in the weeks ahead.  Stay Tuned!! 

http://www.estates-civic.org
http://www.estates-civic.org/
mailto:Kc4ssd@comcast.net
mailto:nanceg@earthlink.net
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Estates Civic Working to retain Permit  

Exemptions for Common Tasks  

When County building officials first proposed a new ordinance requiring that the replace-

ment of water heaters would require a permit, citizens became outraged. The prospect that a permit 

fee would have to be paid and a building inspection occur each time a water heater is replaced or re-

paired shocked the conscience of many residents who have for years maintained their own homes, and 

replaced their water heater on more than one occasion.  

 

The proposed ordinance and permit requirement could have been logically extended to dish-

washers, icemaker refrigerators, and who knows whatever other common household repairs. The is-

sue seemed to go away and many members of the community thought the issue was settled in favor of 

the people. Not true! County staff was busy talking to a state and local advisory board, both of which 

are stacked with licensed contractors who issued an expected opinion in favor of County staff.   

 

A few days before the, September 15
th

  County Commission meeting, Peter Gaddy and Tim 

Nance learned that the matter was scheduled to be turned into law by an item buried in the consent 

agenda. Through the efforts of Commissioners Coletta and Fiala the matter was taken off the consent 

agenda on the day of the BCC regular meeting. Tim and Peter spoke before the County Commission 

that afternoon in opposition to the proposed ordinance. GGEACA efforts were also joined by mem-

bers of the Golden Gate Civic Association, including Russell Tuff, who also joined our effort.   

 

The BCC voted by a 4 to 1 margin not to endorse the proposed permitting process.  The dis-

sent was Commissioner Halas. Since the BCC meeting county staff has invited GGEACA to par-

ticipate in the development of a list of appropriate Exemptions from Permitting.  The Civic board has 

established a committee to look into the matter and make suggestions to the County as to what com-

mon household repairs should be allowed without a permit.   

 

Documents adopted by Dade and Duval Counties are being reviewed as a format.  A tentative 

schedule calls for the list of Exemptions to be submitted to the Board of County Commissioners on 

October 6
th

 for their review and possible adoption.GGEACA remains committed to advocating in the 

best interest of citizens of the Estates Area and all of Collier County. 

http://www.estates-civic.org
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Vegetable Transplants to be Available this fall 

       Recently there has been a great resurgence of interest in vegetable gardening among Association mem-

bers.  Many members are busy preparing plots in anticipation of milder fall weather and the prime Southwest 

Florida vegetable growing season. 

 

In response to this interest, I have made arrangements with a local greenhouse grower to make vegetable trans-

plants available to association members.  Each month, beginning in November, transplants will be available at 

our monthly meetings.  These transplants will be 5 to 6 inches high, the ideal size to set out in the garden.  This 

will save everyone five to six weeks growing time in germinating seeds and growing these tender young plants, 

which is sometimes difficult.   

 

           There will also be a great advantage as the varieties available will be ones chosen for exceptional vigor, 

quality, and adaptation to our growing conditions in SW Florida.  Each month I hope to have transplants such 

as tomato, pepper, cabbage, cauliflower, broccoli, onions, various greens, and a variety of herbs.  All this will 

depend, of course, on what the greenhouse has available at the time. 

So whether you are gardening in containers, or have a larger garden plot in mind, get ready for  

gardening season! 

 

Good Growing Ɗ Tim Nance 

http://www.estates-civic.org


USING WORMS TO MAKE COMPOST - If you were able to attend the    

@tftrs FFD@B@ Lddshmf `mc gd`qc Lq- Eq`mj N`jdr rod`j+ xntƍkk

know, Frank uses worms for his composting. We started our worm bin the 

last week in February 2009 and the compost, called vermicompost, was 

qd`cx ax sgd dmc ne Itmd- Vd athks ` 1ƍ w 1ƍ w 3ƍ ahm nts ne rnld nkc b`ahmds

panels made from solid pine. My husband drilled 2 inch holes every 2 

inches in each side of the bin and covered them with screen to provide air. 

We shredded newspaper and lightly moistened it with rain water for about 

5 inches of fresh bedding for the worms. Then, we made a mix of wood 

chips (30 parts), peat moss(10 parts) , and sand (1 part). We filled up the bin 

to the top and then added red worms we purchased from a nearby bait 

store. We  covered the bin with a piece of ply wood. Each time we had 

kitchen scraps, including coffee and tea grounds, we would feed the worms 

by burying the scraps in the wood, peat, and sand mix. When we felt the compost was ready and the bedding 

looked like it needed replacing, we separated the worms from the vermicompost and started a new batch. Frank 

had a great idea; he waits about a week before he feeds the worms, then he puts banana peals on top of a large 

holed screen and places the banana filled screen on top of the vermicompost over night. The worms come up to 

eat the bananas and the next day, he takes screen out, worms and all, and starts a new bin that way.  The reward? 

We use our vermicompost to make a compost tea that we use to fertilize our fruit trees, herbs, and garden vegeta-

bles each week. I went to the store and purchased a special mix for starting seeds and some miracle grow soil mix. 

I planted a few seeds in the store bought seed starting mix, a few in a miracle grow soil mix, and a few in my home 

made vermicompost. So far, every single seed from the vermicompost has germinated and the plants are strong 

and beautiful but only a few little week sprigs have popped up from the other two mixes. There is just no substi-

tute for nature!  

 

Qd`c lnqd `ants athkchmf vnql ahmr `s9 Vnqlvnl`m-bnl gsso9..vvv-vnqlvnl`m-bnl+ nq qd`c ƏVnqlr d`s

lx f`qa`fdƐ ax L`qx @oodkgne- Xnt b`m `krn rd`qbg enq sgd snohb nmkhmd enq l`mx lnqd `qshbkdr `mc hcd`r- 

In the Garden with Deana October 2009 

HUNGRY CATERPILLARS CAN MAKE BEAUTIFUL BUT-

TERFLIES: an update on the caterpillar article from the May 

newsletter.  

Turns out the old wormwood mix only works with some cater-

pillars, others require a more aggressive approach. As my friend 

Shl r`xr+ Əcnvm gdqd+ xnt g`ud sn fds nts sgd ahf ftmr Ɛ He H nmkx

see a pests, I will pick them off and move them to my butterfly 

garden where I keep host and nectar plants for their life cycles.  

For more intense problems, the only treatment I have found that 

works is the spraying of Bacillus Thuringiensis. Commonly 

called, BT, this treatment works because it is based upon a natu-

rally occurring soil bacteria that acts like a stomach virus in caus-

ing caterpillars to become sick, quickly stop feeding, and die 

within days of ingesting even a small amount of the substance. It 

must be re-applied after rain. You can get it at most garden cen-

ters or order it online; follow the application, safety, and storage 

instructions on the bottle.   

As I took this photograph of a beautiful     

butterfly on my fire bush, I remembered 

sn `ooqdbh`sd vg`s rnld b`sdqohkk`qƍr ad,

come! 

Buckets are filled 

with oil and water 

to keep the ants out. 
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October 28th - Tuesday   -   Estates Task Force Meeting 

           Time: 8:15 AM 

              Location:  Big Corckscrew Island Fire and Rescue Admin Bldg. 

              13250 Immokalee Rd. 

 

October 21st - Wednesday   -   GGEACA Member Meeting 

              Time: 7:00  

              Location:  Fire Station 71 13th St. SW  

Behind Estates Library 

October 19th - Monday   -   Collier County Planning Commission Meeting 

           Consideration of 40 acre Commercial Center ï Wilson / GGate Blvds. 

   Consideration of 56 acre Commercial Center ï Immokalee Rd. / Randall Blvd.  

Time: 9:00 AM 

  Location:  BCC Chambers - 3rd Floor County Government Center3301 E. Tamiami Trail 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

October 27th - Tuesday   -   Collier County Commission Meeting 

         Consideration of 360 acre Resource Recovery Park ï N. Belle Meade 

Time: 9:00 AM              Time of this agenda item TBD 

  Location:  BCC Chambers - 3rd Floor County Government Center 

3301 E. Tamiami Trail 
 

October 7th - Wednesday   -   GGEACA BOD Meeting 

              Time: 7:00  

              Location:  Fire Station 71 13th St. SW  

Behind Estates Library 

http://www.estates-civic.org
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Bulletin Board 

2009 President and Officers 2009 Board and Committee Members  

Peggy Whitbeck  President  

 

Peter Gaddy  Vice-President 

 

Tim Nance  Past President   

 

Deanna Bess  Secretary 

 

Kathleen Raimondi  Treasurer 

Jim  Flanagan Board Member 

 

Mike R. Ramsey  Board Member 

 

Marcie Hoffman  Board Member 

 

Gayle Nance  Scholarships 

 

David Hauenstein  Board Member 

Disclaimer; Due to the comprehensive nature of any association newsletter, it is impossible to endorse its content simply because issues could arise that have not been voted on for the 

welfare of the general membership. With this in mind, the Golden Gate Estates Area Civic Association does not necessarily endorse the content of this publication. 

http://www.estates-civic.org
mailto:pegwhitbeck@embarqmail.com
mailto:petergaddy@comcast.net
mailto:nanceg@earthlink.net
mailto:deanabess@comcast.net
mailto:kcadc@yahoo.com
mailto:Jflan241@aol.com
mailto:ramsey.inc@embarqmail.com
mailto:marcieszoo@embarqmail.com
mailto:nanceg@earthlink.net
mailto:dhauenstein@comcast.net
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The Estates Business Marketplace 

This Publication has been made possible by: 


