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Autumnôs Shadows grow long 

Estates Civic welcomes all members 

and citizens back to our fall meeting 
schedule with two interesting speakers 
for September.  Chief Rita Greenberg 
of the Big Corkscrew Island Fire and 
Rescue District will present information 
on the status of Fire District finances 
and the looming crisis in funding our 
local emergency services.  Recession 
economics, the steep decrease in area 
property values, and the corresponding 
drastic decrease in ad valorem tax reve-
nue has put both the Big Corkscrew and 
Golden Gate Fire and Rescue Districts 
in a critical financial position.  Chief 
Greenberg will present us with detailed 
information on the financial history and 
situation, current strategies, and options 
for maintaining services going forward.  
Chief Robert Metzger from the Golden 
Gate Fire and Rescue District may also 
be in attendance.  Come meet with our 
area Fire Chiefs for an important update 
and discussion! For all you gardening 
enthusiasts, our own retired but still 
active horticulturist, Tim Nance, will 
kick off the fall vegetable gardening 
season with a brief presentation on  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
"Fertilizers for SW Florida Garden-
ing".  In response to the great interest 
and success of last season's distribu-
tion of vegetable transplants, Estates 
Civic will begin offering vegetable 
transplants for this fall at the October 
20th meeting.  So start getting your 
gardens ready, come ask questions and 
hear everything you wanted to know 
about fertilizers for our area, and have 
a good time.  See you at the meeting.  
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Peter Gaddy 

 

Money makes a major difference in election results 
 

Money talks and everything else walks, so the axiom says. Its truth has certainly been verified in the arena of 

political campaign spending. The recent primary elections demonstrate the utility of campaign spending. 

Statewide, newcomer Rick Scott defeated political pro Bill McCollum by outspending him $50 million to $21 
million. In a local race, Fred Coyle was able to eek out a 700 vote victory over contender Lavigne Kirkpatrick by 
outspending her $64,000 to $26,000, this despite the fact that Coyle supported the wildly unpopular Jackson 
Labs funding. 

Proposed Amendment 4, Florida Hometown Democracy, will be presented to the voters in the November elec-

tions. This proposed amendment would give voters an opportunity to vote on major changes to a communityõs 

growth management plan. Under current law, major changes to our growth management plan are decided by 

county commissioners. Many communities are now suffering from severe water restrictions, declining home val-

ues, as well as real estate taxes that are still too high. The root cause of these ills has been the failure of our com-

munity to adhere to its growth management plan. County commissioners just canõt say no to special business 

interests when it comes to plan amendments, their future campaign cash depends on it. The people campaigning 

to fight this corruption by supporting the Hometown Democracy Amendment have had to spend millions of 

dollars to defend themselves from attack ads and bogus legal challenges thrown up by a development industry 

intent upon denying the people a right to vote on plan amendments.  Hometown Democracy proponents now 

face a new obstacle from an unlikely source, the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act. Obamaõs federal 

stimulus dollars have now found their way into the campaign to defeat Hometown Democracy. Some of the 

largest publicly traded development corporations that have a huge stake in Florida have received federal bailout 

dollars, which they are now using to campaign against the amendment. Pulte Homes received $800 million in 

bailout and has contributed $567,000 to defeat Hometown Democracy. Lennar received $251 million and con-

tributed $367,000. KB Homes received $191 million and contributed $255,000. The list goes on to include Toll 

Brothers as well as others. We live in strange times, never before in the history of our democracy has it been 

fashionable to deny the voters a seat at the table. Our recent experience in Collier confirms the trend. In caviler 

fashion, four of our county commissioners denied the voters a chance to approve or deny the funding of Jack-

son Labs. With impeccable logic, Coyle told the Productivity Committee that we have to choose funding that 

will not require a vote, because the voters will vote against it. 

Money talks and everything else walks, including the voters. 
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Elections 2010  -   Register and Vote! 

Voting in Election 2010 will soon begin with the general election to be held Tuesday, November 2nd.  Early 

voting will be offered beginning 15 days prior to election day on October 15th!!  This election will be very 
busy as we will be electing one of our US Senators, our US Congressmen, a new Governor and the entire 
cabinet, and several important state and local contests including our Estates Area State Representative in Dis-
trict 101, and our District 5 School Board Member.  In addition are several proposed amendments to our 
State Constitution. 
 
 
There is no more American right than our right to vote, and with both an extensive early voting period and 
Absentee Ballots, voting is more convenient than ever!   Even if you are not currently registered to vote there 
is still plenty of time!  Citizens must register with the local supervisor of elections office at least 29 days prior 
to the election.  Registration for the November 2nd election closes October 4th.  Estates Civic is not a third 
party registration agent and we do not assist citizens with the process, but we will have a few registration 
forms available to any citizen at our September meeting.  Forms to register are also available at any public 
library.  For additional information and registration instructions go to the Supervisor of Elections Office at 
3301 Tamiami Trail E. Bldg. C2, Naples FL, visit the website at www.colliervotes.com, or call 252-8450. 
Exercise your right as an American!  Please stay informed, learn about the candidates and issues, and Vote!! 

School District Update 
Citizens and Friends; 
 

I  would like to take this opportunity to thank all those who 

worked on my campaign and supported me with their vote over 
the last three weeks.  I am very pleased with the result and look 
forward to addressing the challenges we face in the days ahead.  
Our message of listening to the community and implementing 
positive change to improve our school system is taking hold, and 
we have seen some important decisions being made over the past 
few months. 
I congratulate all citizens who voted in the primary election and 
encourage everyone to utilize their vote in the general election on 
November 2nd.  It is your responsibility to learn all you can 
about the candidates and make an educated decision as to who 
you think can provide the leadership you desire to move your 
school district forward over the next four years.  Thanks again to 
all who participated in this important function for our govern-
ment.  
  If you have any questions, comments, or any other need to  
contact me, I invite you  to E-mail me at  
terryro@collier.k12.fl.us, or call me at (239)377-0488.   
Together we can do better.   
Best Regards, 
  
Roy M. Terry 
School Board Member, District 5 
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FEMA / Mandatory Flood Insurance Update 

The Federal Emergency Management Agency's (FEMA) new, preliminary Digital Flood Insurance Rate Maps 

(DFIRMs) were presented this summer at a series of public meetings across Collier County, including a presenta-
tion for the Estates Area at the IFAS/UF Extension Office on August 18th.  Once finalized, these flood maps will 
be used by FEMA to set flood insurance rates and  regulate floodplain development.  The new DFIRMs presented 
are very different from our past classification.  New maps include risk from storm surge as well as rainfall from the 
coast as far inland as SR 29.  As many as 50,000 structures in Collier County, many in the Estates Area are newly 
classified as being in special flood zones and subject to mandatory flood insurance by mortgage providers.  Collier 
County and the Estates Area are not alone with these changes.  FEMA's map Modernization Program over the last 
7 years has resulted in new or revised digital flood maps for 92% of the US population.  This is widely believed to 
be the result of the basic bankruptcy of the federal flood insurance program as a result of  massive federal disaster 
payouts for disasters such as Hurricane Katrina in New Orleans, as well as widespread mismanagement and abuse 
of the program.  Recent reviews in USA Today outline the failures of this FEMA program. 
 Currently, Collier County has posted the proposed DFIRM maps on a special page on the County website 
so that property owners can enter their street address and see their current and newly proposed flood zone classifi-
cation.  Citizens are urged to utilize the County website and review information on the FEMA process, flood insur-
ance requirements, and options to consider on seeking exemptions.  The county website as well as other useful 
FEMA and federal government resources are listed below. 
 Going forward, GGEACA will do everything possible to help keep Estates Area  residents informed and 
help them access information on the practical application of the Flood Insurance Program and process. 
Please join us at the September 15th GGEACA meeting where we will have several informational handouts and 
publications to aid your understanding and decision making.  We will also have a special  
GGEACA Flood Insurance Flowchart that you might find helpful. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The following are information resources we have been asked to forward to citizens. 
 
For General Local Information and Questions Call: 
 Collier County Growth Management Call Center:  239-252-2942,   Mon. - Fri. 8am-5pm 
 FEMA Map Assistance Center:  1-877-336-2627,    Mon.- Fri. 8am-6:30pm 
 For questions on policy coverage and rates:  1-800-427-4661 
 
Websites resources: 
 Collier County website:  www.colliergov.net/floodmaps 
 FEMA website on mapping:  www.fema.gov//plan/prevent/fhm  
 For general information about flood insurance:  www.floodsmart.gov 

http://www.estates-civic.org
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Six Proposed Constitutional Amendments   
Learn the Issues  

The proposed amendments to the Florida State Constitution on the November 2nd ballot are complex and 

deserve your attention and study prior to voting.  The Florida Supreme Court has removed three of the pro-
posed nine proposed amendments for legal reasons, leaving six to be decided by voters.  Below is a brief de-
scription of each proposed Amendment: 
 
Amendment 1 - Repeal of Public Campaign Financing Requirement 
      This would repeal the provision that requires public financing for campaigns of candidates for state 
 office  who agree to campaign spending limits. 
 
Amendment 2 ð Homestead Ad Valorem Tax for Deployed Military Personnel 
      This would provide an additional homestead property tax exemption for armed services personnel, 
 including FL National Guard, who receive a homestead exemption and who were deployed the 
 previous year outside the U.S. 
 
Amendment 4 -  Referendum Requirement for Local Government Comprehensive Land Use Plans 
      This is the òHometown Democracyó amendment that requires citizen approval through a local 
 referendum for growth management planning. 
 
Amendment 5 ð Legislative Redistricting 
      This would require districts to be contiguous, compact and essentially equal in population, without 
 favor to incumbents or political parties. 
 
Amendment 6 ð Congressional Redistricting 
      Same requirement, but for Federal office. 
 
 
Amendment 8 ð Revision of Class Size Requirements for Public Schools 
      This would roll back the 2002 amendment and increase the maximum number of  students assigned                               
to each teacher and to allow calculation of class size limits by grade groupings. 
 
A 60% affirmative vote is needed to adopt a constitutional amendment. 
 
To help citizens understand the proposed amendments, an Amendments Forum will be held on  
Tuesday, October 12th , 5-7 p.m. at the St. John the Evangelist Church assembly hall at 625 111th Ave. N. in 
North Naples. Expert panelists will argue for and against the various amendments and allow time for question 
and answer.   This is a great chance to become informed about some potentially important changes in  
government and to help you decide how to vote. Tell your friends and neighbors, and mark the date on  
your calendars! 
 

http://www.estates-civic.org
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Adopt a Poll Team Completes Busy Primary Election 

For this year's election season, GGEACA is once again manning Precinct 343 in the Adopt a Poll program to 

help with Collier elections.  For the Primary election on August 24th, team members Clerk Jim Flanagan, Assis-
tant Clerk Carol Gaddy, Inspectors Patrick Leon, Ron and Bev Foytik, Peggy Whitbeck, and Tim Nance, and 
Poll Deputy Scott Plummer reported a slow but steady flow of voters at the polls, a great time, and a satisfying 
day. 
Adopt-a-Poll  is not only a great and patriotic way to be involved in community service, but also generates dol-
lars for our GGEACA Scholarship, Charity, and Disaster Relief Fund.  This Primary generated over $1200.00 
for our treasury!!  The November general election is expected to be a very busy one and additional volunteers 
are needed for the GGEACA Team.  Volunteers must be registered to vote in Collier County and attend a train-
ing session prior to the election.  Of course, participants must be available to work the entire day on November 
2nd, from the opening of the polls, to closing.  The GGEACA Team is led by GGEACA Director, Jim 
Flanagan.  Association members wishing to learn more about the Adopt a Precinct program, and volunteer, can 
talk to him at the September meeting or contact him on his cell at (781) 254-8910.  Come join in a  patriotic  
effort and a fun day with friends supporting your community and your Association! 

Nominating Committee for 2011 GGEACA Officers 
and Directors to be Formed 

Time flies, but September is the time for the formation of a nominating committee for your GGEACA  Association 

Officers and Board Members for 2011.  The job of this important committee is to contact members and seek volun-

teers to lead and represent our Association for the next year either as an officer, director, or committee chairman.  A 

chairman and several members are needed.  If you are interested in volunteering to work on nominations, please con-

tact President Peter Gaddy or any current Officer or Board Member.  Volunteering with the GGEACA  is a lot of fun 

and a great way to help and serve your community!  Come get involved!! The nominating Committee will bring a 

slate of candidates to the members at the October 20th Association meeting.  Nominations may also be made from the 

floor.  The GGEACA  Election will be held at the meeting November 17th. 
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A New I-75 Interchange for Eastern Collier -   
Let's Get this One Rightéé. 
For many years there has been discussion about a new I-75 Interchange to serve eastern Collier County.  Golden Gate 

Estates Area residents have long supported the idea, and in fact an interchange at Everglades Boulevard is included in 
the Golden Gate Area Master Plan 1996.  More recently, as plans have moved forward to develop eastern lands in the 
newly formed Rural Lands Stewardship Area (RLSA) and the Town of Ave Maria became a reality, the need for addi-
tional interstate access has become clear.  The roll out of the new town of Big Cypress by Collier Enterprises in 2007 
illustrated a newly planned north-south corridor with an interstate connection serving Big Cypress, the RLSA, and points 
north.  To support the concept, an update to the 2030 Long Range Transportation Plan was made in 2007, expanding 
Everglades Boulevard to a 4-Lane road and adding an I-75 interchange.  
 
Public support for a new interchange is great.  Collier growth projections demonstrate the need.  The issue is: exactly 
where should a new interchange be located ?, and who should pay for it???   As discussions and planning for an inter-
change by Collier staff, large private landowners, and environmental advocacy groups has progressed, Estates area stake-
holders have not been engaged and  little information has been given to the public!!  The issues and players in the inter-
change wheeling and dealing are complex.  Below is a brief summary to help you learn some of the players and issues: 
 
1.)  Large Land owners in the RLSA:  Barron Collier / Ave Maria and Collier Enterprises / Big Cypress 
Growth projections estimate that approximately 500,000 people will live in eastern Collier County by 2050. 
Landowners in the RLSA have privately planned extensive communities including an extensive road network. 
They have also partnered with environmental groups to set aside conservation lands and habitat.  Collier County has 
spent and committed  hundreds of $ millions in road planning and construction to support private development in the 
RLSA, most notably on roads such as the Vanderbilt Beach Road Extension, Oilwell Road, and Randall Boulevard.  
Now comes I-75.  Although there have been some developer contribution to road projects, many RLSA financial com-
mitments have not been met. Growth has not paid for growth.  Collier taxpayers have!  Due to the economy, RLSA de-
velopers are now less willing to contribute to an I-75 interchange on RLSA land despite the fact that their future devel-
opments create the majority of the need and are the greatest beneficiaries.  It is time for developers in the RLSA to step 
up and pay their fair share! 
 
2.)  Environmental Advocacy Groups:  Florida Wildlife Federation, Audubon, Others 
A majority of environmental advocacy groups currently oppose a new I-75 interchange, regardless of location.  But do 
they really?  Most have worked very closely with RLSA landowners to put sensitive land into conservation in exchange 
for development rights elsewhere.  A major goal of these groups is to secure an animal corridor across RLSA and Estates 
land to connect the Florida Panther National Wildlife Refuge with protected lands in N. Belle Meade.  Major concessions 
of land may be necessary to clear environmental hurdles.  Golden Gate Estates and the rights of small land owners are 
not often  respected by advocacy groups when environmental issues come into conflict.  A deal may be in the making!  
Another land taking may very well be proposed, this time impacting Golden Gate Estates, and using  the new  I-75 inter-
change as justification. 
 
3.)  Golden Gate Estates:  Rural advocates and Estates Property owners along Everglades Boulevard and near I-75 
Discussions regarding the location for a new interchange have centered on "the vicinity of Everglades Boulevard"  but 
most recently have shifted to this intersection.  Should an interchange be built here, Everglades Boulevard will be built 
out as a 6-Lane, 200' wide corridor handling both residential and supporting commercial traffic for not just the 40,000 
local Estates residents, but for the 300,000 new residents in Big Cypress, Ave Maria, and the RLSA to the north and east.  
The rural nature of this neighborhood and community will obviously be greatly impacted.  Small property owners will 
also bear a great burden.  Portions of hundreds of Estates lots will be taken for needed right-of way.  Environmental 
issues may also result in the taking of many other Estates properties, especially near the interchange or to provide animal 
corridors.  Right- of Way acquisition costs to Collier County taxpayers could be tremendous for this alignment.  A 6-
Lane Everglades Boulevard will be clogged by dozens of intersections and hundreds of driveways.  These serious issues 
were commonly presented as justification to locate the new interchange on RLSA land.  They have never been vetted 
with  affected property owners and the public.                      
                                                                                                                                                            
 
 

Continued page 8 
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In summary, a new I-75 interchange would be a great benefit to the residents of Golden Gate Estes and is crucial, 

most especially, for the future residents of  the RLSA and eastern Collier County. It is also a complex project with 
many issues, great impacts, and great cost.  It is well past time for the public and the residents of the Estates Area, 
who may be impacted in major ways, to be informed and involved in the interchange process 
currently, Collier County Transportation is preparing an Interchange Justification Report (IJR), with the assistance of 
the Florida Department of Transportation (FDOT), to submit to the Federal Highway Administration.  This federal 
agency must approve any additions to the Interstate highway system.  
Collier County planning staff has recently agreed that a Public Meeting could be arranged to present facts and issues 
to the public and to Estates property owners.  The Golden Gate Estates Area Civic Association supports public in-
volvement in an open and honest government.  Two issues that need to be directly addressed are the best location for 
a new I-75 interchange and who is going to pay for it!!  
Let's have a public meeting and fully discuss all the facts, issues, and points of view.  Let's be honest, get the deal 
making out of the back room, and put everything on the table.   Let's discuss impacts to Golden Gate Estates and the 
small Estates land owners who always seem to get the short end of the stick.   
Let's get this one right for a change!!                                    
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September 14th - Tuesday   -   Board of County Commissioners Meeting -  Public Meeting 
 Agenda Item:  Public Petition - Proposal for a Public Vote on the funding of Jackson Laboratory 

Time: 9:00 AM       
  Location:  County Commission Chambers - 3rd Floor Bldg. F / County Government Center  

3301 E. Tamiami Trail, Naples 
 

September  15th - Wednesday   -   September GGEACA Meeting Welcome Back!! 
 Speaker:  Chief Rita Greenberg Big Corkscrew Island F&R District - Fire District Financial Status  
 Speaker:  Tim Nance - Fertilizer for SW Florida gardens 
 "Enjoy the City"   Coupon Book Sales! 

Time: 7:00 to 9:00 PM              
  Location:  Fire Station # 71 Meeting Room - Corner of GG Blvd. and 13th St. SW 
 

September 18th - Saturday   -  Yard Sale ð All Citizens Welcome! 
Time:  7:00AM  to 2:00PM            

  Location:  E's Country Store   21 Golden Gate Blvd. East 
 

September 22nd - Wednesday   -  Golden Gate Estates Task Force Meeting ð All Citizens Welcome! 
Time:  8:15AM  to 9:30AM            

  Location:  Big Corkscrew Island Fire and Rescue Dist. meeting room 
    Immokalee Rd. and Randall Blvd. 
 

September 25th - Saturday   -  Yard Sale ð All Citizens Welcome! 
Time:  7:00AM  to 2:00PM            

  Location:  Max Hasse Community Park, 3390 Golden Gate Blvd. West 
 

October 4th - Monday   -  Deadline for Registering to Vote in November 2nd General Election 
 

October 6th - Wednesday   -  GGEACA Board of Directors Meeting ð All members Welcome! 
Time: 7:00 to 9:00 PM              

  Location:  Fire Station # 71 Meeting Room - Corner of GG Blvd. and 13th St. SW 
 

October 12th - Tuesday   -   Proposed Constitutional Amendment Forum / Debate  
 Debate, Question and answer on the 6 Proposed Amendments to the Florida Constitution  
             before voters on the November 2nd election ballot 

Time: 5:00 to 7:00 PM              
  Location:  St. John the Evangelist Church  at 625 111th Ave, N., North Naples 
 

October 18th - Monday   -  Early Voting Begins -  General Election  
 

October 20th - Wednesday   -   October  GGEACA Meeting  
 Speaker:  TBD 
 Nominations for GGEACA Officers and BOD 

Time: 7:00 to 9:00 PM              
  Location:  Fire Station # 71 Meeting Room - Corner of GG Blvd. and 13th St. SW 
 

November 2nd - Tuesday   -  Election Day           Please Vote!! 
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The Estates Business Marketplace 
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