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The Estates Area Voice 

This Month's Speaker Ɗ Rep. Matt Hudson 

tive on the upcoming 
legislative session.   
State budgetary is-
sues and insurance 
initiatives are cur-
rently hot topics, as 
well as the proposed 
leasing of I-75 by the 
Florida Department 
of Transportation.  

Like our county local 
government, deci-
sions made in Talla-
hassee can have a 
profound influence 
on our local commu-
nities and the quality 

of life we enjoy.  As 
our Representative, 
Matt is our link at the 
State level. We will 
have a brief presenta-
tion, followed by an 
open forum for you to 
speak with Matt on 
any and all topics. 

Come join us for a 
great opportunity to 
meet your State Rep-
resentative and dis-
cuss your issues, con-
cerns, and provide 
feedback. 

GGEACA is pleased 

to present District 
101 State Representa-
tive Matt Hudson as 
our September 
speaker.  Matt has 
served as our district 
Representative since 
the recent passing of 
long-time Represen-
tative Mike Davis.  
Matt will be giving us 
an update on issues 
in process at the State 
level affecting all of 
us in SW Florida, and 
give us his perspec-
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Welcome Back!!  What a dif-

ference a couple of months can 
make.  The beginning of summer 
found south Florida in one of the 
most serious droughts on re-
cord.  Conditions were as dry as 
I could remember, and the 
threat of catastrophic fires was 
coming to fruition in the Estates.  
Today, thanks to a normal rainy 
season and the rainfall associ-
ated with Tropical Storm Fay, 
our aquifers are being restored 
and we are once again dealing 
with the cycle of excess surface 
water.  While it is clearly under-
stood that a large area of the 
Estates and N. Belle Meade are 
wetlands and a certain amount 
of standing water is to be ex-
pected each rainy season, we are 
also reminded that very little has 
been done to manage surface 
water in our community despite 
numerous flooding incidences.  
Our recent high water, while not 
nearly the extent experienced 
following Tropical Storm Jerry 
in 1995, or the more recent 
Tropical Storm Ernesto, was still 
serious, and with our lands satu-
rated, the worst of 2008 may yet 
be ahead. 

 The facts are well 
known and the limitations of our 
existing drainage system are 
clear:  The original Estates 
drainage design was pitifully 
inadequate.  The current canal 
system managed by the South 
Florida Water Management Dis-
trict has a limited capacity to 
discharge water, and as the Es-
tates Area builds out from 
25,000 residents to 60,000 or 
more, additional flood waters 

will be generated.  Unmanaged 
surface water not only causes 
inconvenience and damage to 
Collier residents, but also exten-
sive environmental damage as 
discharges overwhelm Naples 
Bay, Rookery Bay, and Gulf wa-
ters adjacent to Gordon Pass.  
Like anything else, we cannot 
continue to do the same 
thingé..nothing, and expect to 
get different results.  

 Many suggestions have 
been made over the years, often 
at contentious community meet-
ings when residents are dealing 
with knee deep water.  Designs 
have been considered to move 
water from the Golden Gate 
Main Canal east and south into 
the old south blocks of Golden 
Gate Estates, now known as the 
Picayune Strand Preserve.  Dis-
cussion has occurred of a possi-
ble flow way and water retention 
system involving mine pits to 
move water south through N. 
Belle Meade and away from di-
rect discharge into Naples Bay.  
Water retention on Belle Meade 
Sending Lands has also been 
mentioned.  Allowing new Es-
tates residents to construct small 
borrow pits and thereby retain at 
least a portion of their surface 
water during extreme events has 
been debated. 

 So why, after numerous 
flooding incidences and a lot of 
general discussion, has nothing 
resulted?  Simply put, this is an 
extremely complicated issue, 
involving many governmental 
agencies and environmental 
advocacy groups.  Any solution 

 for even a modest improvement 
will involve hundreds of millions 
of dollars. Additionally, years of 
effort will be necessary, involv-
ing a concerted effort spanning 
the terms of numerous politi-
cians.  Sound impossible?  It 
may well be extremely difficult, 
but it is well past time for a com-
prehensive surface water man-
agement plan for Collier 
County!!  

 The 100 square mile 
Estates Area is the source of a 
great percentage of Collier 
County potable water and a cru-
cial area for recharge of the 
Lower Tamiami Aquifer.  Drain-
age determines, in large part, the 
health of Naples Bay and coastal 
waters.  In short, what is good 
for the Estates Area water is 
good for Collier County and SW 
Florida.  It is time for Collier 
County local government, the 
South Florida Water Manage-
ment District, the Collier Soil 
and Water Conservation Dis-
trict, and environmental advo-
cacy groups to sit down and be-
gin to put together a long term, 
comprehensive, surface water 
management plan. 

 As usual, Estates Area 
residents are waiting, and the 
rain is fallingéééé.. 

www.estates-civic.org 

http://www.estates-civic.org
http://www.estates-civic.org


The Estates Area Voice www.estates-civic.org Page 3 

A ccording to a newly released 

study by a University of Florida 

researcher, the invasion of gi-

gantic Burmese pythons in 

South Florida appears to be rap-

idly expanding.  Associate pro-

fessor Frank Mazzotti, of UF's 

Institute of Food and Agricul-

tural Sciences has published a 

new fact sheet outlining up-

dated python statistics. 

The Burmese python, native to 

Burma in Southeast Asia, is one 

of the world's largest snake spe-

cies. 

Pythons swim well and can 

travel long distances.  In recent 

years, due to presumed escapes 

or releases of pet specimens, the 

snakes have colonized the Ever-

glades National Park, portions 

of the Florida Keys, and as far 

north as Manatee County.  Cli-

mate data indicates that pythons 

could potentially survive across 

the lower third of the United 

States and are considered by 

experts likely to colonize any-

where alligators live, including 

North Florida, Georgia, and 

Louisiana. 

Interesting data from Mazzotti's 

fact sheet include: 

From 2002-2005, 201 pythons 

were captured or found dead in 

Everglades National Park.  In 

2006-2007, the number rose to 

418.  The largest snake captured 

was 16 feet long and 152 

pounds.  The current estimate 

of the python population in the 

park is 30,000. 

Although pythons are not cur-

rently believed to be a serious 

threat to people, pythons prey 

menu has been found to include 

rabbits, grey and fox squirrels, 

domestic dogs and cats, rac-

coons, bobcats, white tailed 

deer, alligators, and a variety of 

birds.  With the size of these 

reptiles, it is not a stretch to 

realize that encounters with 

humans is inevitable. 

For interested readers, the UF 

fact sheet can be downloaded in 

its entirety at  

http://edis.ifas.ufl.edu/UW286   

Alligators, Panthers, and Pythons, O, My!! 

GGEACA Election Coming in November 

 Nominations for officers 
and members of the Board of Direc-
tors of the GGEACA will be coming 
up in October with elections sched-
uled for our November meeting.  
This is a great way to serve your 
association neighborhood and com-
munity!  In addition to the officer 

positions of President, Vice Presi-
dent, Treasurer, and Secretary, 
there are four Directors positions 
and numerous committees.  If you 
have an interest in volunteering 
please talk to Nominating Com-
mittee Chairman Greg Bower or 
any current member of the board.  

Greg will form a group of member 
volunteers at the September meet-
ing to talk to existing officers and 
BOD and all interested Association 
members to secure the volunteers 
for the coming year.  It's your asso-
ciation.  Get involved!!  
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Community Calendar 
 

 

 

Sept. 18th (Wed.) -   September GGEACA Meeting 

   7:00 to 9:00 PM 

   Fire Station # 71 Meeting Room - Corner of Golden Gate Blvd. and 13th St. SW 

   Forum:  Dist. 101 Representative Matt Hudson 

    Legislative update on issues affecting SW Florida 

 

Sept 23rd (Wed.) East of 951 Horizon Study Committee Meeting  

   Review of Survey Results Ɗ Final Committee Mtg. prior to presentation to the 

BCC 

Public Comments, Q & A. 

Time:  7:00 to 9:00 PM 

   IFAS Extension Office:  14700 Immokalee Rd. (near the Fairgrounds) 

 

Sept. 29th (Mon.) County Commission Hearing :  East of 951 Study  9:00 AM 

   BCC Chambers - 3rd Floor County Government Center 3301 E. Tamiami Trail 

   Presentation of the East of 951 Horizon Study results 

 

October 6th (Mon.) -  GGEACA Board of Directors Meeting   - All members Welcome 

Time:  7:00 PM 

   Location:  Max Hasse Park 

 

October 15th (Wed.)   October GGEACA Meeting  

   7:00 to 9:00 PM 

   Fire Station # 71 Meeting Room - Corner of Golden Gate Blvd. and 13th St. SW 

   Forum:  Dist. 5 Commissioner Jim Coletta 

    District / Community update 
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very busy one and 
additional volunteers 
are needed for the 
GGEACA Team.  Vol-
unteers must be reg-
istered to vote in Col-
lier County and at-
tend a training ses-
sion prior to the elec-
tion.  Of course, par-
ticipants must be 
available to work the 
entire day on Novem-
ber 4th, from the 
opening of the polls, 

to closing.  The 
GGEACA Team is led 
by our Treasurer, 
Peggy Whitbeck .  
Association members 
wishing to learn more 
about the Adopt a 
Precinct program and 
volunteer can talk to 
her at the September 
meeting or call her at 
353 -2367 . Or email : 

pegwhitbeck@aol.com 

For several years, 
GGEACA has partici-
pated in the Adopt a 
Precinct program to 
help with Collier elec-
tions.  This is not 
only a great and pa-
triotic way to be in-
volved in community 
service, but also gen-
erates dollars for our 
Charity and Disaster 
Relief Fund.  This 
November's election 
is expected to be a 

Adopt a Precinct Needs Volunteers 

Vote in the November 4th General Election!! 

The general Election on Novem-
ber 4th is rapidly approaching 
and all citizens are strongly en-
couraged to get to the polls and 
cast their ballots.  Despite sev-
eral important local and state 
races, Collier County had a very 
disappointing voter turnout in 
the August 26th Primary.  In 
total, only a little over 19% of 
Collier registered voters cast 
ballots!!  Remember, the coming 
election will include not only the 
presidential election, but very 

important selections of local 
commissioners, school board 
members, and state representa-
tives.  In addition, the ballot will 
contain 6 proposed Florida con-
stitutional amendments and an 
important referendum affecting 
Collier school funding.  

 Citizens not currently 
registered to vote can do so up to 
Monday, October 3rd for the 
coming election!!  

There is no more American right 
than the right to vote!  Please 
study the candidates and the 
issues.  Read the proposed 
changes to our constitution.  
Election Day is the time to let 
your voice be heard and to give 
guidance to your community, 
state and nation.  Please register 
with the Supervisor of Elections 
if you have not already and 
VOTE!!!  
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Charity and Your Civic Association ï 

 THANK YOU !!  

A s part of our effort to 

build a better community, 

a special effort has been 

made over the last several 

years on Charity and Dis-

aster Relief.  2008 has been 

a very busy year, and a 

difficult year, but a very 

rewarding one.  Through 

the generosity of our mem-

bership, and hard work at 

numerous fundraising ac-

tivities, we have been able 

to fund high school aca-

demic scholarships, dona-

tions to disaster victims, 

and contributions to Habi-

tat for Humanity, the 

American Red Cross, and 

our local Fire District!! 

Whenever you donate time 

for a fundraiser, but a raffle 

ticket, or make a monetary 

contribution, no matter 

how small, you are making 

the Estates Area a closer 

community and a better 

place to live.  Thank You!! 

  
These are difficult economic 

times and assistance of any 

kind is especially appreci-

ated.  Enclosed in this 

month's newsletter are pho-

tos of our recent podium 

donation to Fire Chief 

Metzger, and a letter from 

the American Red Cross.  A 

heartfelt thank you to all of 

our members for your con-

tinued generosity!! 
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Board Member: Kathleen Raimondi     kcadc@yahoo.com 

Board Member: Jim Flanagan      Jflan241@aol.com 

Board Member: Mike R Ramsey  ramsey.inc@embarqmail.com 

Board Member David Hauenstein  dhauenstein@comcast.net 

 Membership: Gayle Nance nanceg@earthlink.net 

 Editor & Webmaster EstatesAreaVoice@embarqmail.com 

 

2008 Officers 
President:  Tim Nance   nanceg@earthlink.net 

Vice Pres:  Peter Gaddy  petergaddy@embarqmail.com 

Treasurer:  Peggy Whitbeck  pegwhitbeck@aol.com 

Secretary:  Rick Haylock  rickhaylock@yahoo.com 

Past Pres: Richard Smith   seasmith442002@yahoo.com 

 

2008 Board and Committee Members  

Disclaimer; Due to the comprehensive nature of any association newsletter, it is impossible to endorse its content simply because issues 

could arise that have not been voted on for the welfare of the general membership. With this in mind, the Golden Gate Estates Ar ea Civic 

Association does not necessarily endorse the content of this publication. 

 

 

Bulletin Board 
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